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APPENDIX A-1
AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE DURING THE DEIS AND SDEIS (1999-2009)

Information Date
Agency Address Date Sent Requested Response Response Page
us 1445 Ross Ave, 07-16-99 Recommendations and 1-11
Environmental | Suite 1200, Dallas, In response | comments associated the
Protection TX 75202 to scoping scope of DEIS. Listed areas of
Agency meeting USEPA special concerns.
(USEPA) -
Region 6 08-04-99 |Federal Highway  |08-13-99 USEPA will participate on 12
Administration limited basis
(FHWA) request
USEPA to be
cooperating agency
10-11-00 Environmental Justice 13
E-mail from | information
USEPA
US Army Corps | District Engineer  |08-04-99 | FHWA request 08-20-99 Will not formally participate as 14
of Engineers USACE to be a cooperating agency at this
(USACE) cooperating agency time. Will provide data and
assistance within USACE area
of expertise.
Regulatory
Branch Presley Hatcher 03-30-00 |Request for 05-19-00 Acknowledgement and assign | 15-17
PO Box 17300, Fort updated wetland project number 200000308
Worth, TX 76102 delineation in the
Dallas Floodway
Regional Regional 08-16-99 |Resource issues  |09-08-99 Request letter stamped with 18
Environmental | Environmental and concerns, “Coordinate with local
Officer, Federal |Officer, 800 N. permit, review, floodplain administrator to
Emergency Loop 288, Denton, consultation obtain necessary development
Management | TX 76201 requirements permit.”
Agency (FEMA)
05-04-00 |FHWA request 19-20
FEMA to be
Coordinating
Agency
US Department |12795 West 07-21-99 — In |Rochester Park is encumbered | 21
of Interior (DOI), | Alameda Parkway, response to | by Section (6)(f)(3) of the
National Park | PO Box 25287, the published |L&WCF program.
Service Denver, CO 80225 NOI
DOI Regional
Environmental |PO Box 649, 08-16-99 |Resource issues
Officer Albuquerque, NM and concerns,
87102 permit, review,
consultation
requirements
US Department |John Burt, State 08-16-99 |Resource issues  [08-23-99 - In |Acknowledgement and offer of 22
of Agriculture - | Conservationist and concerns, response to | assistance, if needed
Natural permit, review, the published
Resources consultation NOI
Conservation requirements
Service
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Dallas, TX 75266

consultation
requirements

Information Date
Agency Address Date Sent Requested Response Response Page

US Department | Administrative 08-16-99 |Resource issues
of Housing and | Coordinator and concerns,
Urban A. Maceo Smith permit, review,
Development | Federal Building, consultation
(HUD) 525 Giriffin St., requirements

Suite 860, Dallas,

TX 75502
US Coast Bridge 08-16-99 |Resource issues
Guard, Eighth | Administrative and concerns,
District Branch, 501 permit, review,

Magazine Street, consultation

New Orleans, LA requirements

70130
Texas Historical |Jim Steely, Chief  |08-16-99 |Resource issues
Commission Historian and concerns,
(THC). (The Deputy State permit, review,
remainder of Historic consultation
THC Preservation requirements
correspondence | Officer, PO Box
is in the Cultural | 12276, Austin, TX
Resource 78711
Appendix)
North Central Mike Eastland, 08-16-99 |Resource issues
Texas Council |Executive Director, and concerns,
of Governments |616 Six Flags permit, review,
(NCTCOG) Drive, PO Box consultation

5888, Arlington, TX requirements

76005
US Fish and Nancy Kaufman,  |08-16-99 |Resource issues
Wildlife Service |Regional Director, and concerns,
- Southwest PO Box 1306, permit, review,
Region Albuquerque, NM consultation

87103 requirements
Texas Jeff Saitas, 08-16-99 |Resource issues  [10-13-99 Several comments, General 23-24
Commission on |Executive Director and concerns, Conformity Rules apply but a
Environmental |MC 109, PO Box permit, review, general conformity analysis of
Quality (TCEQ) [13087, Austin, TX consultation VOCs is not required

78711 requirements
Texas Parks Kathy Boydston 08-16-99 |Resource issues  |10-06-99 No direct impact on existing 25
and Wildlife — {4200 Smith School and concerns, TPWL projects involving Land
Habitat Road, Austin, TX permit, review, and Water Conservation Fund
Assessment 78744 consultation and the Local Parks Fund.
Program requirements Recommendations concerning

documentation required.

Trinity River Dan Vance, 08-16-99 |Resource issues
Authority (TRA) |General Manager and concerns,

5300 South Collins permit, review,

Street, PO Box 60, consultation

Arlington, TX 76018 requirements
Dallas Area Roger Snoble, 08-16-99 |Resource issues  |09-03-99 Acknowledgement, request 26
Rapid Transit | Executive Director, and concerns, impact information for several
(DART) PO Box 660163, permit, review, impact categories
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Information Date
Agency Address Date Sent Requested Response Response Page
Federal Transit |Regional 08-16-99 |Resource issues
Administration — | Environmental and concerns,
Region 6 Coordinator, 819 permit, review,
Taylor Street, consultation
Room 8A36, Fort requirements
Worth, TX 76102
Federal Aviation | Regional 09-17-99  |Resource issues  |09-28-99 Acknowledgement with 27
Administration | Administrator and concerns, potential impact criteria and
(FAA) - 2601 Meacham permit, review, Form 7460-1 if needed
Southwest Blvd., Fort Worth, consultation
Region TX 76137 requirements
National Marine |William Hogarth, 10-26-99 |Resource issues
Fisheries Regional and concerns,
Service — Administrator, 9721 permit, review,
Southeast Executive Center consultation
Regional Office |Drive North, St. requirements
Petershurg, FL
33702
North Texas Christopher 11-10-00 Issued News Advisory of 29-32
Tollway Anderson, Trinity Parkway Cost Estimates
Authority Executive Director
(NTTA) of Planning
City of Dallas | Mike Hellmann 01-31-02 |Request 01-31-02 Trinity River Park does not 33
City of Dallas Park determination of 4(f) have 4(f) issues or
Planner, Dallas City sites/properties requirements of TPWL code.
Hall, Room 6FS, along alternatives. No city park is physically
1500 Marilla St, Request impacted by alternatives.
Dallas, TX 75201 issues/concerns. Might be close to Moore Park-
Request meeting additional review of Moore
Oct 5, 01 Park needed.
Stemmons 34-43
Deed
FHWA Mr. Patrick A. 01-29-03 | Strategy 44-46
Bauer Development of the
District Engineer — Trinity Parkway
Texas Division DEIS
FHWA
Federal Office
Building,
Room 826
300 East 8™ Street
Austin, Texas
78701
United States  |Homeland Security {03-05-04 |Construction and 47-53
Coast Guard Chief, Bridge Operation of the
Administrative Trinity Parkway
Branch Concurrence
Eighth Cost Guard Regarding
District Exemption from
Hale, Boggs Bridge Permitting
Federal Building Requirements

501 Magazine
Street

New Orleans, LA
70130
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Information Date
Agency Address Date Sent Requested Response Response Page
City of Dallas | Michael Hellmann Trinity Parkway 04-7-04 Trinity Parkway is not subject | 54-55
City of Dallas Park Alternative to the Section 4(f)
Sr. Park Planner, Alignments — requirements as it pertains to
Dallas City Hall, Review of possible the Trinity River Park. If
Room 6FS, 1500 4(f) Applicability alignments change and impact
Marilla St, Dallas, any other park land, Section
TX 75201 4(f) review would be in order.
City of Dallas | Michael Hellmann [06-02-04 |Request Section 56-62
City of Dallas Park 4(f) — Applicability
Sr. Park Planner, Concerning Publicly
Dallas City Hall, Owned Lands and
Room 6FS, 1500 Existing and
Marilla St, Dallas, Proposed Trails
TX 75201 within the Study
Area of the
Proposed Parkway
in Dallas, Texas
City of Dallas | Michael Hellmann Section 4(f) - 07-23-04 The land identified as Calypso | 63-64
City of Dallas Park Applicability Park is no longer leased by the
Sr. Park Planner, Request City and is no longer used as a
Dallas City Hall, Concerning Publicly city park.
Room 6FS, 1500 Owned Lands and
Marilla St, Dallas, Existing and The land identified as the “un-
TX 75201 Proposed Trails named parkland” is City
within the Study designated parkland.
Area of the
Proposed Parkway The “use” of the Trinity River
in Dallas, Texas Park allows for transportation
uses.
City of Dallas | Michael Hellmann Section 4(f) - 10-19-04 The land identified as the “un- 65
City of Dallas Park Applicability named parkland” has been
Sr. Park Planner, Request found to be under private
Dallas City Hall, Concerning Publicly ownership, and is not owned
Room 6FS, 1500 Owned Lands and by the City. The property has
Marilla St, Dallas, Existing and been removed from the City
TX 75201 Proposed Trails Park Land Inventory and no
within the Study longer has a potential use as a
Area of the park. The property is not
Proposed Parkway subject to Section 4(f).
in Dallas, Texas
U.S. Army Michael J. Mocek  |05-10-05 |NTTA provided No written USACE responded verbally in | 66-74
Corps of Deputy District information about | response several meetings held during
Engineers Engineer, USACE expected mitigation June-September, 2005
(USACE) Fort Worth District planning for
PO Box 17300, Fort wetland areas
Worth, TX 76102
USACE William Fickel, Jr.  |07-26-05 |FHWA made 75-76
Chief, second request for
Environmental USACE to be a 09-21-05 Agreed to become a 77-91
Division, USACE cooperating agency cooperating agency and
(CESWF-EV) provided additional comments
Fort Worth District on the DEIS
PO Box 17300, Fort
Worth, TX 76102 11-15-05 Additional response received 92-93
from Deputy District Engineer
outlining USACE'’s comments
on the DEIS

APPENDIX A-1/ PAGE iv

TRINITY PARKWAY FEIS




Information Date
Agency Address Date Sent Requested Response Response Page
USACE Wayne A. Lee, 06-19-06 | Provided 06-19-06 Approved Jurisdictional 94-99
Environmental information Determination
Division, USACE regarding approved
(CESWF-EV) Jurisdictional
Fort Worth District Determination
PO Box 17300, Fort
Worth, TX 76102
NTTA Addressed 04-04-07 | Summary of N/A N/A 100-102
Honorable Laura NTTA's position
Miller, Mayor, City with respect to
of Dallas, 1500 USACE concerns
Marilla Street,
Dallas, TX 75201
USACE Addressed 04-30-07  |Provided N/A N/A 103-105
Honorable Laura information
Miller, Mayor, City regarding current
of Dallas, 1500 USACE policy
Marilla Street, pertaining to
Dallas, TX 75201 Federal flood
protection projects.
Dallas Zoo 650 South R.L. 12-04-07 | Provided N/A N/A 106
Thornton Freeway, information
Dallas, TX 75203 regarding nesting
potential for the
interior least tern in
the project study
area, but indicated
no recorded
sightings
TxDOT Dewitt C. Greet 01-30-08 | TxDOT coordination | N/A N/A 107-108
State Highway with FHWA of
Building request for
125 E. 11t Street exemption from
Austin, TX 78701 navigable waterway
requirements
U.S. Coast David M. Frank 11-13-08 |Exemption from N/A N/A 109
Guard (USCG) |500 Poydras Street, USCG permit
Room 1313 requirements for
New Orleans, LA crossings over the
70130 Trinity River
FHWA 300 E. 8" Street,  [02-02-09 | Section 4(f) N/A N/A 110-111
Room 826 determination for
Austin, TX 78701 Trinity River
Greenbelt Park
TxDOT Stan Hall 02-06-09 | TxDOT coordination | 03-02-09 USFWS concurrence stamp 112
PO Box 133067 with USFWS indicating proposed project is
Dallas, TX 75313 regarding interior not likely to adversely affect the
least tern interior least tern.
NOTE:

N/A — Not Applicable
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B9 #43 P.3/13
FROM TXDIV FHWA AUSTIN 512 916 5881 @1-08-94 09:89AM TO 912147398

& R UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
2 3 REGION 6
? 1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200
3 F DALLAS, TX 75202-2733

Mr. Jerry Hiebert JuL 16 1599
Execurive Direcior

North Texas Toliway Authority

P.O. Box 190369

Dallas, TX 75219

Dear Mr. Hiebert:

In accordance with our authority under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act and the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the U.S, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Region 6
Office, would like to take this opportunity to offer comments on the scope of the North Texas
Tollway Authority (NTTA) Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Trinity
Parkway Reliever Route, located along the Trinity Parkway Corridor from SH-183/IH-35
interchange to the SH-310/US-1735 interchange in Dallas, Texas.

To ensure that all areas of impact assessment are included in the DEIS and to identify
those areas of particular concern to EPA, we are submitting recommendations on the scope of the
DEIS. In particular, we believe that it is extremely important that the DEIS fully address all
alternauve alignments, the preferred action, and no action altemative, their direct, indirect and
curmulative impacts affecting the Trinity River and the Dallas Floodway; including the Dallas

yodway Extension and the Chain of Lakes and related recreational features of these proposals
as they affect the Trinity River and the environment. Of particular concern is the locaily preferred
a2lternative’s compatibility with existing Federal floodplain management criteria, noise impacts, air
quality impacts and the compatibility with park and recreational features proposed within the
Dallas Floodway. Our comments, which are enclosed. are based upon the Council on

Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations 40 CFR (Parts 1500-1508) and our authority under
Section 309 of the Clean Air Act.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions, please have your
staff contact me or my staff at (214) 665-2258.

Sincerely yours,

' //WN
. Robert D. Lawrence
Chief, Office of Planmningand Co

Enclosures
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SCOPING COMMENTS ON THE
NORTH TEXAS TOLLWAY AUTHORITY
TRINITY PARKWAY RELIEVER ROUTE
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (DEIS)
DALLAS, TEXAS

GENERAL COMMENTS:

The Draft Environmental [mpact Statement (DEIS) should rigorously explore and
objectively evaluate all reasonable alternatives and, for alternatives which were eliminated from
detailed study, adequately discuss the reasons for their having been eliminated (40 CFR 1502, 14).

The DEIS should clearly explain the relationship between the program's cost benefit

analysis and any analyses of unquantified environmental impacts, values, and amenities (40 CFR
1502.23). .

Length of analysis of environmental impacts varies. If the environmental impact is
determined to be slight, the assessment of the impact can be short. If a particular impact, or the
impact of the total proposed action is determined to be significant, the assessment should include
a detailed analysis of-the impact addressed over the life of the project.

SCOPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

Section 1502.4 of the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations for
Implementing NEPA states that agencies shall make sure the proposal which 1s subject of an
environmental impact statement is properly defined. Agencies shall use the criteria for scope as
defined at Section 1508.25 of the CEQ Regulations to determine which proposals shall be the
subject of a particular statement. Proposals or parts of proposals which are related to each other
closely enough to be, in effect, a single course of action shall be evaluated in a single impact
statement.

Section 1508.25 of the CEQ Regulations identifies "scope" as a range of actions,
alternatives, and impacts to be considered in an environmental impact statement. To determine
the scope of an environmental impact statement agencies shall consider three types of actions,
three types of alternatives, and three types of impacts. These include:

(1) Actions (other than unconnected single actions) which may be:

Connected actions, which means that they are closely related and therefore should be
discussed in the same impact statement. Actions are connected if they:

a. Automatically trigger other actions which may require environmental impact
~ tements.

nnot or will not | *_...other: re taken previously or
simultaneously.

APPENDIX A-1/ PAGE 2 TRINITY PARKWAY FEIS
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c. Are interdependent parts of a larger action and depend on the larger action for
their justification,

Cumulative actions, which when viewed with other proposed actions have cumulatively
significant impacts and should therefore be discussed in the same impact statement.

Similar actions, which when viewed with other reasonably foreseeable or proposed
agency actions, have similarities that provide a basis for evaluating their environmental
consequences together, such as common timing or geography.

The NTTA should consider analyzing these actions in the same statement. The agency
should do so when the best way to assess adequately the combined impacts of similar actions or
reasonable alternatives to such actions is to treat them in a single impact statement.

(2) Alternatives, which include:

a. No action alternative.

b. Other reasonable courses of action,

c. Mitigation measures not in the proposed action,
(3) Tmpacts, which may be:

a. Direct

b. Indirect
c. Cumulative

The above identifies the requirements of proper scope of environmental impact analysis for
preparation of an environmental impact statement as defined in the CEQ Regulations.

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT

The DEIS should assess and demonstrate compliance with the Executive Order
(EO) 11988 regarding Floodplain Management. Under this EO, each Federal agency is required
to provide leadership and take action to reduce the risk of flood loss, to minimize the impact of
floods on human safety, health and welfare, and to restore and preserve the natural and beneficial
values served by floodplain. A copy of the Presidential Order along with a copy of the Federal
Highway Administration Regulation 23 CFR Part 650 - Bridges, Structures, and Hydraulics are
enclosed to essist you. In particular Section 650.113, “Only Practicable Alternative Finding”
regarding significant encroachment of floodplains, and Section 650.103 (b) and (c) which direct
FHW * “ to avoid longitudinal encroachments, where practicable” and , “to avoid significant
encrc  hments, where practicable.”are called to your attention. Ti should demonstrate
comp xnce with these requirements. This information is enclosed© | review and should be

fully . dressed and incorporated into th o a

TRINITY PARKWAY FEIS APPENDIX A-1/ PAGE 3
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NOISE

Studies have shown that some of the most pervasive sources of noise in our environment
today are those associated with transportation. For this reason, the DEIS should fully assess
noise related impacts of the proposed action and the alternatives and its compatability with future
land uses along the transportation corridor. We have enclosed a copy of the U.S. Department of
Transportation Highway Traffic Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy and Guidance for noise
related impacts for your consideration and use in assessing noise impacts of this action. We ask
that it be incorporated into the DEIS.

CUMULATIVE IMPACT

The DEIS should assess the cumulative effects of the proposed navigation alternative.
Cumulative impact has been defined by CEQ as, "the impact on the environment which resules
from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably
foreseeable future actions.” Cumulative impact can result from individually minor but collectively
significant actions taking over a period of time. Impacts or effects include both direct effects
which are caused by an action and occur at the time and place as the action, and indirect effects
which are caused by the action and occur later in time and are farther removed in distance but are
still reasonably foreseeable.

In assessing cumulative impact, consideration is given to (1) the degree to which the
proposed action affects public health or safety, (2) unique characteristics of the geographic area,
(3) the degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly uncertain or
involve unique or unknown risks, and (4) whether the action 1s related to other actions which are
individually insignificant but cumulatively cause significant impact on the environment.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE EXECUTIVE ORDER #12898

On February 11, 1994, the President signed Executive Order #12898 which addresses
environmental justice in minority and low income populations and places new responsibilities
upon EPA and other Federal agencies in all activities requiring environmental assessment and
review under the National Environmental Policy Act,

In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the new Executive Order
directs each Federal agency to ensure that all programs or activitics receiving Federal financial
assistance that affect human health or the environment do not directly, or through contractual or
other arrangements, use critgria, methods, or practices that discriminate on the basis of race,
color, or national origin.

The Executive Order further directs -~ ™ " ' gency tor o el
effects, including human health, economic and social effectt "~ ° “ons, including effects
on minority communities and low-income communities, when such analysis is required by ™
National Environmental = =~ | ctof 19" ~ JS.C.s 7 721 etseqg. Miti |
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measures outlined or analyzed in an environmental assessment, environmental impact statement,
or record of decision, whenever feasible, should address significant and adverse environmental
effects of proposed Federal actions on minority communities and low-income populations.

Each Federal agency is directed to provide opportunities for community input in the
NEPA process, including identifying potential effects and mitigarion measures in consultation with
affected communities and opposition groups and improving the accessibility of meetings, crucial
documents, and notices.

Each Federal agency is required under the Executive Order to ensure that the public,
including minority communities and low-income communities, has adequate access to public
information relating to human health or environmental planning, regulations, and enforcement
when required under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C, section 552, the Sunshine Act, 5
U.S.C. Section 552b, and the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act, 42
U.S.C. Section 11044,

Therefore, the DEIS must address the applicability of the Executive Order to the Federal
action being analyzed.in the. NEPA process and document measures taken by the agency to fully
assess the effects on minority communities and low-income communities. Although social and
economic impacts have always been a consideration in EPA's Section 309 reviews, the
Presidential Executive Order highlights the necessity to better integrate the consideration of
human health, social and economic effects into the Section 309 review process. The Executive
Order calls for collection and analysis of informarion on race, national otigin, income level and
other appropnate information for areas surrounding projects that have expected environmental,
health and economic effect on those populations. Environmental Justice impacts should be fully
addressed in the DEIS, We have enclosed a copy of the EPA guidance document entitled,
“Guidance for Incorporating Environmental Justice Concerns in EPA’s NEPA Compliance
Analyses” and a copy of the “Federal Highway Administration Environmental Guidebook Policy
Statement for Addressing Environmental Justice In The Project Development/NEPA Process,” to
assist you in preparing the DEIS.

POLLUTION PREVENTION

In accordance with the Pollution Prevention Act of 1990 and Executive Order 12856,
EPA has launched a significant initiative to incorporate pollution prevention throughout all federal
sector activities. One of the principles is a pollution prevention/waste minimization directive is to
minimize the use of hazardous materials and the number and size of waste streams. We ask that
the DEIS describe pollution,prevention and waste minimization policies and practices; including
non-point scurces of pollution such as run-off from highways and structures within the Trinity
Fiver,

WATER QUALITY

¢ consideration, . it th do:
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ensure that the following water quality concerns are assessed. The discussion in the DEIS should
be of sufficient detail to determine which sites are environmentally preferable. Site-specific water
quality problems need to be assessed in greater detail, if applicable, including the adoption of site-
specific mitigation measures t0 protect water quality and beneficial uses.

- Discuss potential impacts to water quality, beneficial uses and biological resources.
Water quality and beneficial uses may be adversely impacted by construction and
operation. Evaluate the potential of all program activities to cause adverse impacts to
water quality, protected uses and biological resources.

Water quality may be adversely affected by the placement of fill materials in wetlands and
other waters of the United States; increased sedimentation, erosion, or turbidity; the runoff of
hydrocarbons, heavy metals, toxic materials or other pollutants; the accidental release of
hazardous waste; and the accidental discharge of fuels or toxic materials.

- Identify all surface waters that may be affected by the proposed program. Identify the
existing and potential beneficial uses of these surface waters. Protected beneficial uses for
streams, crecks, lagoons, tidal areas and other surface waters may include one or more of
the following: cold and warm freshwater habitat; marine habitat; fish spawning and
migration; shellfish habitat; wildlife habitat; preservation of rare, threatened or endangered
species; groundwater recharge; freshwater replenishment; public drinking water supplies;
agricultural supply; and water contact and non-contact recreation,

Protecting water quality ensures the protection of its beneficial uses, Especially critical is
the protection of several sensitive uses. It Is important to protect water quality in order to
maintain freshwater and wildlife habitats, since many species are sensitive to the introduction of
pollutants or the adverse modification of their habitats. It is also important to protect
groundwater recharge and freshwater replenishment, particularly if public drinking water supplies
could be adversely affected. These sensitive beneficial uses should be carefully considered when
evaluating potential impacts caused by the placement of fill, erosion, sedimentation, the runoff of
pollutants, and the accidental discharge of hazardous waste or toxic substances.

- Discuss how the project will comply with state and local water quality management
plans, state water quality objectives; and state-adopted, EPA-approved water quality
standards. Under Section 313 of the CWA, the project must meet state water quality
standards regardless of the proposed activity and manage in a manner to protect or
improve water quality where standards are not established.

In 1987, Congress amended the CWA by adding Section 319. Section 319 requires states
to assess non-point source water pollution problems, develop non-point source pollution

management programs, and implement controls to protect and impr~="~ *-"~*2r quality and
beneficial uses. We ask that the lead agency and project sponsor w sy with appropriate
state water pollution control agencies to determine what pollution control measures should be
adopted to implement th ~ *° _ source management

APPENDIX A-1/ PAGE 6 TRINITY PARKWAY FEIS
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- Identify critical habitat areas (wildlife feeding and drinking areas; fishery migration,
spawning or rearing areas, sensitive aquatic habitats such as wetlands; riparian resources;
critical habitat for threatened and endangered species. Describe the existing beneficial
uses and resource values of these critical areas, and potential impacts to them from the
proposed program.

- Discuss what mitigation measures (e.g., best management practices; non-point source
controls will be implemented to protect or improve water quality, beneficial uses, and
biological resources.

- Describe current drainage patterns in the program areas. Assess how altering drainage
patterns and charactenstics will affect drainage hydrology, surface runoff, erosion
potential, soils vegetation, and water quality.

- Discuss affects on the flood plain. This includes using maps prepared by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency and other appropriate agencies to determine whether the
proposed action is located in or will likely affect a flood plain. If affected, the applicant
should discuss these impacts and also describe the alternatives considered. Document
compliance with E.O. 11988 on flood plain management.

We request that the lead agency work closely with state water pollution control agencies,
state fish and game agencies, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, on water quality standards;
the protection of water quality, beneficial uses and biological resources; mitigation and monitoring
for adverse impacts.

GROUND WATER COMMENTS

For each alternative under consideration, we request that the DEIS adopt a process to
ensure that the following ground water concerns are assessed. The discussion in the DEIS should
be of sufficient detail to determine which site is environmentally preferable.

- Describe current ground water conditions in the program areas. Assess any likely impact
to ground water quality and quantity from program activities.

- Identify mitigation measures to prevent or reduce adverse impacts to ground water
quality and discuss their effectiveness. We recommend that the lead agency work closely
with state and local agencies which regulate the protection of ground water resources (t.e.,
state health depariments and water pollution control agencies.) Cootdination efforts
should be documented in the DEIS. ‘

WETLANDS - CLEAN WATER ACT (CWA)

TheL  uld determine whether the ° ~ ™ equire the placement of d  * =d or
fill material invw wawers of the United States, incl ..y v cuands, anact’ du
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Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act (CWA). We recommend that the lead agency work
closely with EPA Region 6. We recommend the preservation and enhancement of existing
wetland resources. The DEIS should consider alternatives which will preserve these resources in
perpetuity.

[t is essential that the project undertakes every practicable effort to first avoid and then
reduce the amount of fill placed into waters of the United States. It would be useful for the DEIS
to make an initial determination whether the proposed project may require the placement of fill
material in waters of the United States. If so, the DEIS should substantiate that appropriate and
practicable steps have been taken to avoid and minimize the adverse impacts on aquatic
ecosystems. Finally, the DEIS must describe appropriate and practicable measures to compensate
for the unavoidable loss of wetlands and other waters of the United States.

If wetlands or waters of the United States may be impacted by activities regulated by
Section 404, we strongly recommend that the DEIS contain a thorough discussion of the
proposed program's consistency with Federal Guidelines for specification of disposal sites for
dredged or fill materials [the 404(b)(1) Guidelines, found at 40 CFR Part 230]. For each
alternative under consideration, we request that the DEIS adopt a process to ensure that the
Section 404 concerns are assessed. The discussion in the DEIS should be of sufficient detail to
determine which site is environmentally preferable in terms of compliance with the Section
404(b)(1) Guidelines.

In order to demonstrate compliance with the 404(b)(1) Guidelines, the DEIS should meet
the following criteria to the extent possible:

- The proposed discharge must be the practicable alternative which would have the least
adverse impact on the aquatic ecosystem [40 CFR 230.10(a)]. If wetlands would be filled,
then the DEIS should explain why there are no practicable alternatives to locating the
project within wetlands and show how the project has been designed to minimize harm to
existing wetlands.

- The proposed action must not cause or contribute to significant degradation of warers of
the United States including wetlands and other special aquatic sites [40 CFR 230.10(c)).
Significant degradation includes the loss of fish and wildlife habitat and the loss of other
wetland habitat values and functions. Significant degradation also includes cumulative
impacts.

- The proposed projgct does not violate state-adopted, EPA-approved water quality
standards or jeopardize the continued existence of any species listed as threatened or
endangered under the Endangered Species Act (40 C X 230,10(b)].

- Minimize the number of t Section 40 urisdiction that would be
permanently lost or degraded due to impacts other than the placement of fill (e.g., the
impacts o: . domentation: of pollutants on wetland habit: ©  ° '
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of water from wetland habitats).

- Characterize baseline conditions. Include maps, text, and tables that feature areas
occupied by wetlands, aquatic systems, and non-wetland riparian habitat. Direct, indirect
and cumulative impacts to these resources should be fully described.

- Provide a programmatic mitigation proposal to fully compensate for the loss or
degradation of wetland habitats, including the proposed mitigation replacement ratio, the
habitat value and proposed location of replacement habitats, general grading and
revegetation plans and a biological maintenance and monitoring program. Provide clear
mitigation goals and objectives and quantifiable criteria by which to judge the success or
failure of mitigation. Give firm commitments to ensure the restoration or creation of
wetland habitats of equal or greater resource value, and commitments to ensure their
protection for the life of the project,

In order to assist EPA, the Army Corps of Engincers, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
and state fish and game agencies in evaluating the proposed project's consistency with the
404(b)(1) Guidelines,-we recommend that the DEIS contain the following information:

- If fill activities are contemplated, then we recommend that the DEIS include a map
showing the locations and types of wetland which would be filled. Wetlands should be
mapped according to procedures described in the 1987 Corps of Enginecrs Wetland
Delineation Methodology Manual.

- List the number of acres subject to Section 404 jurisdiction that would be filled and the
types and quantities of fill material that would be discharged into waters of the United
States, including wetlands and their special aquatic sites. Compensation must be provided
for all unavoidable wetland losses,

- List the number of acres subject to Section 404 jurisdiction that would be permanently
lost or degraded due to impacts other than the placement of fill (e.g., the impacts of
erosion, sedimentation and runoff of pollutants on wetland habitats; diversion of water
from wetland habitats).

- Describe the habitat value and location of habitats are permanently lost or degraded.

- Characterize baseline conditions. Include maps, text, and tables that feature areas
occupied by wetlands, aquatic systems, and non-wetland riparian habitat. Direct, indirect
and cumulative impacts to these resources should be fully described.

-~ 7 ipecific mitigation propo--! to fully compen: = = ° ~_-adation of
wetland habitats, including *“- sropc  d mitigation replacement rat

and proposed location of r emen. .uabitats, specific grading and revegetation plans and
. nancea snitoring. ~ _ . Provic armit” ©© "iand

~
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objectives and quantifiable criteria by which to judge the success or failure of mitigation.
Give firm commitments to ensure the restoration or creation of wetland habitats of equal
or greater resource value, and commitments to ensure their protection for the life of the
program,

CLEAN AIR ACT

For each alternative under consideration, we request that the DEIS adopt a process to
ensure that the air quality concerns identified below are assessed. The discussion in the DEIS
should be of sufficient detail to determine which site or transportation service system is
environmentally preferable. ;

Discuss existing ait quality conditions in terms of National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS), Federal Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) increments, and state air quality
standards. Conformity to state air quality laws and transportation planning should be discussed.

Identify whether program activities could adversely affect air quality in terms of ambient
concentrations and the numbers of federal/state standards and increment violations.

Discuss the types and effectiveness of mitigation measures that will be used to protect air
quality (e.g., vapor recovery systems, fumes incinerators, and dust control measures during
construction phase). Identify parties which will be responsible for implementing air quality
mitigation measures.

Coordinate and include documentation of coordination with state/local/regional air
pollution contro} agencies on air quality planning, air quality modeling, compliance with
federal/state air quality standards, the need for air permits, air quality monitoring, and mitigation
for adverse impacts,

PESTICIDE

The DEIS should state whether or not any pesticides (e.g., herbicides, insecticides,
rodenticide, fungicides, ete.) will be used for vegetation clearance or control, maintenance and
harvest operations, or the control of rat, mosquito or other vector populations. If so, the types of
pesticides, application rates, and application procedures should be addressed. Any pesticides used
must be registered with the EPA and the state, and label directors and instructions followed. All
applicable state regulations must also be followed. In addition, because the regulatory status of
chemicals is constantly changing, EPA recommends that a periodic review of the chemical's
current regulatory status be done prior to application. Should pesticides be used, EPA
recommends that a specific section of the DEIS be devoted to the subject.

A !

Tt "7 oulde riculru 'd be impacte "
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the document should use the U.S. Department of Agriculture classification scheme to describe the
present use of agricultural land which would be affected. If this acreage is prime agricultural land
(Class 2), consideration should be given to the CEQ (August 30, 1976 and August 11, 1980)
which urge the protection of prime agricultural land. Mitigation measures should be developed to
avoid loss of any such valuable resources.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

36 CFR Part 800 of the Historic Preservation Act requires Federal agencies to identify and
determine the effect of the action on any district, site, building, structure, or object listed in or
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The DEIS should demonstrate
proper coordination with the state historical preservation officer. If adverse impacts are
identified, the Federal agency should request formal consultation with the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation (36 CFR, Part 800). Compliance with Executive Order 121593 is required
and should be fully documented in the DEIS.

ENDANGERED SPECIES

The DEIS should demonstrate adequate coordination with the Fish and wildlife Service to
identify any adverse effects, determine the effect and take measures to eliminate it and fully
comply with the requirements under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. Section 7
consultation should be fully documented and discussed in the DEIS,

MITIGATION

Section 1502.14(f) of the CEQ regulations state what an EIS must address for each
alternative appropnate mitigation measures not included in the proposed action or alternatives.
Section 1508.20 defines mitigation to include: a) avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a
certain action or parts of an action; b) minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of
the action and its implementation; ¢) rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating or restoring
the affected environment; d) reducing or eliminating the impact over time by preservation and
maintenance operations during the life of the action; and e) compensating for the impact by
replacing or providing substitute resources or environment, Mitigation should be fully addressed
in the DETS.

TRINITY PARKWAY FEIS APPENDIX A-1 / PAGE 11
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AUG 13 199

Walter C. Waidelich, Jr.

District Engineer

Federal Highway Administration
Texas Division Office

300 East Eighth Street

Austin, TX 78701

Dear Mr. Waidelich:

Thank you for your recent letter, dated August 4, 1999, inviting our Agency’s
participation in the development of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the
Trinity Parkway Reliever Route, Dallas County, Dallas, Texas.

EPA Region 6 will be able to participate in a limited basis because of limited resources.
We are already paricipating with the North Texas Tollway Authority and the City of Dallas staff
in the preparation of this document, We participated in the public scoping meeting and provided
detailed scoping comments, dated July 16, 1999, for those areas we believe to be fully evaluated
in the DEIS. A copy is enclosed for your reference. For specific environmental resource issues,
your staff and consultants are welcome to visit with our Regional staff experts to discuss specific
technical data cotlection and impact analysis concerns.

I am the designated Regional point of contact for this EIS project related correspondence
and meeting scheduling for discussions with Regional staff for technical assistance,

We appreciate this opportunity to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) planning and decision making process and look forward to working with your staff. If
you have any questions, please contact me at 214-665-7451 or E-MAIL me at
jansky.michael@epa. gov for assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Michael P. Jansky, P.E,
Regional 309 Review Coordinator

Enclosures

APPENDIX A-1/ PAGE 12 TRINITY PARKWAY FEIS



Cargo, Douglas

From: Augurson,Shirley@epamail.epa.gov
Sent: Wednesday, October 11, 2000 5:17 PM
To: Cargo, Douglas
Cc: : Balandran.Olivia-R@epamail.epa.gov, Carney.Gerald@epamail.epa.gov,
Arthur.Warren@spamail.epa.gov
Subject: RE: EJ Contact Names for Trinity Parkway Project
tarmet HTML
\
Douglas,

I got your phone call while I was out of the office last week regarding
follow~up on the EJ meeting/information. We're having a hard time
getting all

of the necessary people together here, but I do have some information
for you.

I got a phone call back from Brenda Moore with the West Dallas

community, She
provided names of 4 individuals who want to work on this initiative:

1) Brenda Moore
Phone: (214) 638-8794¢
New Start for Better Env.

2) Rev. R.T. Conley
(214) 638-4434
New Start for Better Env.

3} Barbara Thompson
{214) 6€37-6440
Westmoreland Heights Neighborhood Assn,

4) Pat Stephens
Westmoreland Heights Neighborhood Assn.

Maps were done on each of the six options you presented. The EJ maps

show a

high potential (EJ index ranking of 75 out of 100} for impacts on EJ

communities

in the affected areas. When we get together to review this information,

you

will see this clearly depicted on. the maps. Some of the next steps we

would

suggest you take is to look at specific potential impacts (postive and

negative), i.e., increased traffic, flood control, dust/noise during

construction, disruption of traffic patterns, etc. Subsequently, you
- may want

to identify possible mitigation steps to address those impacts.

Ci )

S :ings of the the commu~ """~ ° %“eholder group -~ ' eful
in

executing these steps of the proces . forward to mee . you
soon.

Shirley Augurson
e ’ ) -
mmental Justice (GRA-DJ)

TRINITY PARKWAY FEIS APPENDIX A-1/ PAGE 13
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August 20, 1999 ‘/?/

Environmental Division

Mr. Walter C. Waidslich, Jr.
District Enginesr

U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Hi%hwa'y Administration
300 East 8" Street

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Mr. Waidellch:

Thank you for your letter dated August 4, 1999, requesting the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Fort Worth District, become a cooperaling agency on the EIS proposed Trinity
Parkway reliever route in the clty of Dallas, Dallas County, Texas. -

The Fort Worth District has in tha past and Is currently participating in Major Investment
Study Prolact Coordination Work Groups with the Texas Depariment of Transpartafion and
appreciates the continued opportunity to wark with you on projects of mutual Interest. We are
aware that the Federal Flood Protsctlon project in Dallas may be dlirectly affectad by the
alternative routes of the prapased Trinlty Parkway. We recognize that there Is an
Interrelationship of these two projects; hawever, we prefer not to formally participate as a
cooperating agency in your NEPA process at this time in order that your plan formulation and
salaction wili not be inadvertently blased. We remain raeady to fully coopserate with your agency
and provide data and assistance within our areas of expertise.

Requests for raview of your EIS In the area of floadplains and wetlands shouid bs sent to
the attention of Mr. Paul M. Hathorn, Chief, Environmental Resources Branch., Thank you again
for the opportunity to act as a cooperating agency on the development of the EIS far this project.

Sincarsly,
James S. Weller S%E{,’FFEESZEE ﬁx i
Colonel, Carps of Engineers' CESWF-EV-R &\LE
) . District Engineer ) CESHF~EV FIC
MFR: Fed Hwy Admin requests "cooperaling CESWF-DDE-
agency” status of all Federal Agancles on all their Yoot m;;
projects. In the past, Ch, EV has responded. ‘ CESWF-DE WELﬁﬁm‘
Because of front office suspense, DE will sign /Bﬁ D '

thess.
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6616 NORTHWEST PLAZA DRIVE
DALLAS, TEXAS 75225

T )
A Halff Associates e 1120020
ENGINEERS + ARCHITECTS « SCIENTISTS
PLANNERS + SURVEYORS

March 30, 2000
AVO 17826

M. Preseley Hatcher

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Regulatory Branch

P.O. Box 17300

Fort Worth, Texas 76102-0300

Re:  Request for an updated wetland delineation for the Dallas Floodway and associated drainage sumps,
in Dallas, Texas

Dear Mr. Hatcher:

Halff Associates, Inc. (Halff) is currently involved with several projects, namely the NTTA Trinity Parkway
and the City of Dallas Lakes Project, which could potentially impact jurisdictional wetlands and waters of
the U.S. The projects are within or associated with the Dallas Floodway (Floodway) in downtown Dallas,
Texas. These projects vary in size and scope, however, the majority of impacts could occur within the
floodway between the Elm Fork/West Fork confluence and the Central Wastewater Treatment Plant. Figures
1A-C show this portion of the Floodway and the study corvidor on U.S.G.S Quadrangle Maps for Irving,
Dallas and QOak Cliff, Texas.

In 1993, the City of Dallas applied for a Section 10 and 404 permit (#199300146) to desilt and excavate a
section of the Trinity River within the floodway. Dallas Public Works retained Halff to assist in delineating
jurisdictional wetlands within the floodway as part of that project. The enclosed set of maps labeled “Trinity
River Channe) Modification” shows the delineation submitted with the desiltation pennit. Halff believes that
the wetland delineation associated with that permit has expired or will expire shortly and requests an
extension or approval of a new delineation. This updated delineation will then be used to assess impacts of

upcoming projects.

UPDATED DELINEATION

Field investigations of the project area were conducted on various days between March and October 1999 by
Halff environmental staff. Prior to field reconnaissance, aerial photographs, soil survey maps, and U.S. Fish
& Wildlife National Wetland Inventory (NWI) maps were reviewed. Based on the large amount of
information available, the routine on-site determination method was used. The delineation from the 1993
desiltation permit was used as a baseline reference in completing the curvent delineation,

Wetland delineation points were concentrated near wetland areas from the Halff 1993 delineation. A
significant amount of earthwork has occurred within the floodway since 1993 and mapped wetlands were
field checked to ensure that vegetation, soils, and hydrology still met the criteria to be considered
jurisdictional wetlands, Field inspections were made at various times during the year and vegetation varied
accordingly. Photographs of site conditions taken at various times during the year and completed wetland
data forms characterizing typical conditions within the Dallas Floodway are enclosed in Appendix A.

DALLAS ¢ FORT WORTH ¢ HOUSTON * McALLEN

TRANSPORTATION « WATER RESOURCES + LAND DEVELOPMENT + MUNICIPAL « ENVIRONMENTAL + STRUCTURAL
MECHANICAL + ELECTRICAL *+ SURVEYING + OEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS
ARCHITECTURE + LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE + PLANNING
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Mr. Presley Hatcher
March 30, 2000
Page 2

The majority of the impacts from the desiltation project involved widening the cross section of the river
channel. The first phase of the project between the DART RR and [H-35 has been completed and none of
the wetlands in the immediate vicinity were impacted during construction. Only one area showed evidence
of wetland disturbance (Photograph 2). A visual inspection of the immediate area concluded that the
majority of the fill was placed in non-wetland arcas ncar the Floodway access road and only the edge of the
wetland had been impacted. .

Halff recognizes that segments of the historical West Fork and Elm Fork river channels are jurisdictional,
Halff requests the Corps’ assistance in the jurisdictional determination of man-made drainage sumps
adjacent to the levees outside of the floodway. The segments of historical river channel collect stormwater
runoff from urbanized Dallas and Oak Cliff. This runoff then collects in on-channel (lo the historical river
channel) drainage sumps before draining into the floodway. Halff believes that the drainage sumps (labeled
in Figures 2 and 3) adjacent to Corinth Street and west of Houston/Inwood Avenue are jurisdictional based
on their association with historical river channel. Several small linear drainages (labeled as “man-imade
drainage sumps”) adjacent to the floodway were considered isolated, man-made drainages cxcavated in an
upland. Even though they may sometimes exhibit wetland characteristics they have not been included as
jurisdictional walers of the U.S.

Please review the enclosed data sheets, photographs, and maps and determine whether or not you concur
with our delineation,  [n the event that a permit for a future project is submitted to the Corps, a delailed
localized delineation with project impacts would be submitted with the application. However, duringthe
initial review of these future projects, Halff would like to evaluate potential impacts based on a delineation
that has been approved by the Corps. We would be pleased to meet with you in your office or in the field to
discuss the jurisdictional eligibility of the drainage sumps or to discuss the floodway in general. 17 you have
any questions or require any information, please do not hesitate to call at (214)-346-6200.

Sincercly,
FASSOCIATES INC.
e e
Davnd Morgan, VIC esident Russcll Marusak
Environmental Scientist Environmental Scientist

Enclosures

cc: Mr. Chris Anderson = NTTA
Mr. Greg Ajemian, P.E. - City of Dallas
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DEPARTMENY OF THE ARMY
FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.O. BOX 17300
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102-0300

I o May 19. 2000 REC |
NTION OF: y A EIVED

Environmental Division
Regulatory Branch MAY 2 2 2000

Halff Associates. !uc.

SUBJECT: Project Number 200000308, Dallas Trinity Lakes Project

Mr. David Morgan

Vice President

Halff Associates, Inc.

8616 Northwest Plaza Drive
Dallas, Texas 75225

Dear Mr. Morgan:

Thank you for your letter dated March 30, 2000. Your request has been assigned Project
Number 200000308.

Mr. David Martin has been assigned as the regulatory project manager for your request and
will be evaluating it as expeditiously as possible. However, because of our pecmit workload it will
take a while for us to respond.

You may be contacted for additional information about your request. For your information,
we are eaclosing guidance on submittals and mitigation that may help you prepare future requests
or supplement your current request.

If you have aay questions zbout the evaluation of your request, please contact Mr. David
Martin at the address above or télephone (817)978-4625 and refer to your assigned project

number. Please note that it is unlawful to start work without a Department of the Anny permit if
one is required.

Wayne A. Lea
Chief, Regulatory Branch

Enclosures
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| ) 346-6200

(. ssocilates e
ENGINEERS + ARCHITECTS » SCIENTISTS
PLANNERS + SURVEYORS 3

August 16, 1999 .
AVO 17826 e

Lgaiht eTendver wanzyei ey £F

Mr. Kyle M. Mills, Regional Environmental Officer
Federal Emergency Management Agency

Region VI Federal Center

800 N. Loop 288

Denton, TX 76201

Re: Trinity Parkway EIS Agency Scoping Process
Dear Mr. Mills:

Halff Associates, Inc. has been retained by the North Texas Tollway Authority (NTTA), in cooperation
with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), to
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Trinity Parkway reliever route from
SH-183/IH-35E to SH-310/US-175 in the city of Dallas, Dallas County, Texas. Your agency has been
identified as having legal jurisdiction, special expertise, and/or EIS review requirements associated with
the completion of the Trinity Parkway EIS.

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act and FHWA scoping requirements, we are requesting
your agency to: (1) identify specific issues and concerns to be addressed in the EIS; (2) identify
environmental resource issues that would assist in the refinement of project alternatives; and/or (3)
identify permit requirements, review requirements, and consultation procedures related to project
development.

Enclosed is a copy of the FHWA Notice of Intent, which was published in the Federal Register on June
16, 1999. Included is a study area map indicating the project limits and the approximate locations of four
preliminary build alternatives currently being considered. We look forward to your response concerning
this important project. If you have any questions or require any additional information, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (214) 346-6200,

Sincerely,
HALFF ASSOCIATES, INC.

S

John R. Hoffman, Environmental Scientist
Lead Project Scientist

cC: Mr. Jerry Hiebert, Executive Director, NTTA, 3015 Raleigh Street, Dallas, TX
Ms. Kathy Dimpsey, Env. Coord., FHWA, 300 E. 8th St., Rm. 826, Austin, TX |
Ms. Elvia Gonzalez, Supervisor-Field Area 2, TxDOT, 125 E. 1 1th St., Austin, 1701
" Ir. Tim Nesbitt, I'.E., TxDOT Dallas Office, PO Box 3067, Dallas, TX 75221-5uu.

Enclos s
DALLAS - FORT WORTH - HOUSTON * McALLEN

TRANSPORTATION < WATER RESOURCES « LAND DEVELOPMENT « MUNICIPAL « ENVIRONMENTAL ¢ STRUCTURAL
MECHANICAL « ELECTRICAL » SURVEYING « GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS
ARCHITECTURE « LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE + PLANNING
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US Department

of Transportation
Federal Highway

. - . Texas Division Office
Administration . 300 East 8th Street,

Rm 826
Austin, Texas 78701

May 4, 2000

In Reply Refer To:

HA-TX

Mr. Ross Richardson

Chief, Community Mitigation Programs Branch
Federal Emergency Management Agency

800 North Loop 288

Denton, Texas 76201

Dear Mr. Richardson:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the North Texas Tollway
Authority (NTTA) and Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), is initiating an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Trinity Parkway reliever route from the SH-183/IH-35E
interchange to SH-310/US-175 in the City of Dallas, Dallas County, Texas. Since the project may
involve a longitudinal encroachment of a flood plain and your agency has special expertise on
regulatory flood ways, we are requesting you to be a cooperating agency.

The purpose of the proposed Trinity Parkway reliever route is to relieve traffic congestion on IH-
35E and IH-30 within the City of Dallas. In 1998, A Major Transportation Investment Study
(MTIS) was completed by TxDOT in order to develop a locally-preferred plan to solve
transportation problems along the Trinity River corridor in Dallas and to integrate with
comumunity plans and goals for the Trinity River resource. The study was focused on
transportation needs in the IH-35E/IH-30 interchange on the west side of downtown Dallas,
locally known as the "Mixmaster," and the depressed segment of IH-30 south of downtown,
locally known as the "Canyon." The MTIS Recommended Plan of Action is comprised of seven
elements, which include improvements to existing facilities, improving alternative transportation
modes, and constructing a reliever route along the Trinity River. The MTIS considered in detail
four corridors for the proposed reliever route. These included Stemmons Freeway (IH-35E),

Industrial Boulevard, the east Trinity River levee and the west Trinity River levee.

Your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction and no direct writing
or analysis will be necessary for the document’s preparation. The = N
take to maximize cooperation:

nvite you to coordination meetings;

TRINITY PARKWAY FEIS APPENDIX A-1/ PAGE 19



2. Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the

project;
3. Organize joint field reviews with you;
4, Provide you with project information, including the study results;
5. Encourage your agency to use the above documents to express your views on

subjects within your jurisdiction or expertise; and

6. Include information in the project environmental documents that cooperating
agencies need to discharge their National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals,
permits, licenses, and/or clearances.

We look forward to your response to this request and your role as a cooperating agency on this
project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our
agency’s respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact

Sal Deocampo at (512) 916-5988.

Sincerely Yours,

Vil

Walter C. Waidelic
District Engineer

cc: Mr. Jerry Hiebert, Executive Director, North Texas Tollway Authority

Mr. John Hoffman, Halff Associates
Mr. Tim Nesbitt, Texas Department of Transportation, Dallas District
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bY
United States Department of the Interior b
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION
Inteifuguntain Support Office - Deaver
12795 West Alameda Parkway
: “ Post Office Box 25287 RECEIVED ON
senELY nErER YOu .Dcnvcr, Colorado 802250287 96 1999
July 21, 1999 TEXAS Dl‘:\lSlON

Walier C. Waidelich, Jr,
District Engineer

Federal Highway Administration
300 E. 8* Swreet

Room 826

Austin, TX 78701

RE: Notice of Intent to Prepare 8 Draft Environmental lmpact Sttemeat for the Trinity Parkway Relicver Route, From SH-
183/1H-3SE Interchange to SH-310/US-175 Interchange, Dallas County, Texas.

Dear Mr. Waidelich:

The proposcd Trinity Parkway Reliever Route ransporution corridor study asea includes Rochester Park, This Dallas, Texas
comununity park was developed with assistance from the Land and Water Conservation Pund (L&AWCF) program In grant nuraber
49-00175. Accordingly, Rochester Park is encumbered by scction 6(0(3) of the LAWCF Act of 1965 (Public Law 88-578, as
..)mcnded).

" As the covironunental impact suatement planalng process proceeds, we recommend additional consultation with the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Depanment to determine if there are conflicts with section 6(f)(3). This section states in part: *No property acquired or
developed with assistance under this section shall, without the approval of the Secretary {of the Interior], be converted to other than
public outdoor recreation uses. The Secretary shall approve such conversion only if he finds it to be in accord with the theg existing
comprehensive satewide outdoor recreation plan and only upon such conditions as be deems necessary 10 assure the substitution of
other recreational properties of at least equal fair market value and of reasooable equivalent usefulness and location. ™

The responsible official for sdministering the L&WCF program in Texas is Andrew Sansom, F)tccuuvc Director, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Deparunent, 4200 Samith School Road, Austin, Texas 78744, x>

L ; :,a

"‘7’ :ﬁ = :

1{ you should bave any questions, please contact me at (303)-969-2377, 7‘0
Siocerely, . .

- o.:vm:row (-0 e e
()’L@OSCOZX& FAX TRANSMITTAL '"'Zi"’.i_l._..

STy T T e

Greg Cody ) 7’£_ “#—
NEPNSCCUOD 106 Spccialiu . DeptrAgency .
Natjooal Park Service T TS
Interroountaia Reglon-Deover Support Office !LJ -73 2 -9
12795 W, Alameda Pky SN 1343.01 <317 1304

Denver, CO B0225-0287
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USDA United States Natural 101 South Main

Department of Resources Temple, Texas
l [ Agriculture Conservation 76501-7682
Service

August 23, 1999 F™ g

LR il A -2t

MR

Mr. John Hoffman AUG 27 1999
Environmental Scientist
Halff Associates, Inc. B T
8616 Northwest Plaza Drive
Dallas, Texas 75225-4292

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

We have reviewed the FHWA Notice of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement for the proposed Trinity Parkway reliever route. We have no specific
suggestions relative to specific issues or environmental issues that would assist in the
refinement of the project alternatives. We do not have permitting requirements. We are
available to assist in natural resource concerns identified, particularly related to the soil

resource,

Thank you for allowing us to comment on this important project.

Sincerely;

JOHN P. BURT
State Conservationist

For
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Robert J. Huston, Chairman

R. B. "Ralph” Marquez, Commissioner
John M. Baker, Commissioner

Jeffrey A. Saitas, Executive Director

TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

et AV =S B
Rl Gy October 13, 1999

peT 21 1990

v ettty T

Mr. John R. Hoffman
Environmental Scientist
Halff Associates

8616 Northwest Plaza Drive
Dallas, Texas 75225

Re: Trinity Parkway EIS Agency Scoping Process

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

The following staff of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) have
reviewed the above-referenced project and offer the following comments:

It has been determined from a review of the information provided that an Application for TNRCC
Approval of Floodplain Development Project need not be filed with TNRCC. Our records show
that the community is a participant in the National Flood Insurance Program and as such has a
Flood Hazard Prevention Ordinance/Court Order. Accordingly, care should be taken to ensure
that the proposed construction takes into account the possible Flood Hazard Areas within the
community's floodplains. Please notify the community floodplain administrator to ensure that all
construction is in compliance with the community's Flood Hazard Prevention Ordinance/Court

Crder.

If you have any questions regarding water quantity, please feel free to contact Mr. Mike Howard,
Water Quantity Division, at (512) 239-6155.

The Office of Air Quality has reviewed the above-referenced project for General Conformity

“impacts in accordance with 40 CFR Part 93 and Chapter 101.30 of the TNRCC General Rules.
The proposed project is Jocated in Dallas County, which is classified as a serious ozone
nonattainment area. Therefore, general conformity rules apply.

The two criteria pollutants’ of concern as precursors to ozone formation are volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) and nitrogen oxides (NOx). An increase of 50 tons per year for VOCs,

resulting from the proposed project, could trigg | conformity analysis. However, the
analysis of _ 0T " inpetinCi.... .. ."OC emissions we  :low the 50 tons
PO. e . ey . 772/239-1000  *  Internet address: w.. ....arcc.state.tx.us
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Mr. John R. Hoffman
Page 2
October 13, 1999

per .year significance level. Therefore, a general conformity analysis for VOCs will not be
required.

Although any demolition, construction, rehabilitation or répair ‘project will produce dust and
particulate emissions, these actions pose no significant impact upon air quality standards. The
minimal dust and particulate emissions can easily be controlled with standard dust mitigation

techniques by the construction contractors.

If you have any questions regarding air quality, please feel free to contact Mr. Wayne Young, Air
Quality Planning and Assessment Division, at (512) 239-0774.

‘We recommend the environmental assessment address actions that will be taken to prevent surface
and groundwater contamination during and after construction.

If you have any questions regarding water quality, please contact Mr. Clyde Bohimfalk, Policy and
Regulations Division, at (512) 239-1315.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. If I may be of further service, please call
me at (512) 239-1454.

Sincerely,

7N

Mary Livel
Office of Environmental Policy, Analysis, & Assessment
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Comniission
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COMMISSIONERS

LEE M. Bass
CHAIRMAN, FT. WORTH

RICHARD (DICK) HEATH
VICE-CHAIRMAN, DALLAS

ERNEST ANGELO, JR.
MIDLAND

JOHN AVILA, JR.
FY. WORTH

CAROL E. DINKINS
HousTOoN

ALVIN L. HENRY
HOUSTON

KATHARINE ARMSTRONG 10SAL
Dattas

NOLAN RYAN
ALVIN

MARK E. WATSON, JR.
SAN ANTONIO

PERRY R. Bass

CHAIRMAN-EMERITUS
FT. WORTR

ANDREW SANSOM
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

To manage and
conserve the natural
and cultural resources
of Texas for the use and
enjoyment of present
and fulure generations.

42¢ 100L ROAD
AU Tav44-3291
1.389-4800

.state ix.us
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Qctober 6, 1999

Mr. John R. Hoffman, Environmental Scié€ntist
Halff Associates

8616 Northwest Plaza Drive

Dallas, Texas 75225

Re: Trinity Parkway EIS Agency Scoping Process
Dear Mr, Hoffman:

Thank you for coordinating with this agency in your activities concerning the
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed
Trinity Parkway reliever route from SU-183/IH-35E to SH-3210/US-175 in
the city of Dallas, Dallas County, Texas.

There will be no direct impact on existing Texas Parks & Wildlife projects
involving the Land and Water Conservation Fund and the Local Parks Fund
{(now Texas Recreation and Parks Account).

Because of the location and size of the project, there may be extensive adverse
impacts to fish and wildlife resources. Therefore, we recommend an inventory
of existing natural resources along the proposed routes. Also, specific
evaluations should be designed to predict project impacts upon these natural
resources. Sufficient documentation must be supplied to accurately interpret
the value of the natural resources involved and the extent to which the project
will impact these resources.

Analysis should include descriptions of the types and amount of existing fish
and wildlife habitats, i.e., acreage estimate of vegetation communities
(especially high qualify habitats such as drainages, wetlands, and hardwood
bottomlands). Documentation should include aerial and ground photographs,
topographic maps, schematic diagrams, terrain maps, charts and tables, and
narrative descriptions sufficient to describe, quantify, and qualify the data.
Mitigation should be an integral part of the document. Mitigation should
incorporate avoidance, minimization, and compensation. Information
concerning threatened and endangered species can be obtained from our
Biological Conservation Data System (512/912-7021).

Sincerely,
] h.D.
Natural Resource Specialist

!
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Dallas Area Rapid Transit
P.O. Box 660163

Dallas, Texas 75266-0163
214/749-3278

“September 3, 1999

Mr. John R. Hoffman

Halff Associates, Inc.

8616 Northwest Plaza Drive,
Dallas Texas 75225-4292

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

In response to your letter "Trinity Parkway EIS Agency scoping Process;" DART is interested in
the impact of your project on the major investment studies {(MIS) in the Southeast and Northwest =
corridors, the Light Rail Transit (LRT) Starter System and Trinity Railway Express (TRE)

operations.

Your project is included in the baseline assumptions for DART's two major investment studies.
Consequently, we would welcome information on possible refinements to your project that might
result through the EIS process. We have no specific concerns to be addressed, but we would like
to know the environmental impacts of your project in the following areas:

1. Induced Developments
2. Noise, Vibration, and Electromagnetic Fields (EMF)
3. Air quality
4. Utilities

5. Hazardous/Regulated Materials

6. Short- and long-term construction impacts

These environmental areas are important as DART moves into the PE/EIS phase of project
development of the Southeast and Northwest corridors.

DART is also interested in the specific interface of your project with the ATSF Railroad Trestle at
the Trinity River, the LRT bridge at the Trinity River and the TRE bridge over Stemmons
Freeway. The ATSF Railroad Trestle has been determined to be eligible for inclusion in the
WNationai Register and the City of Dalias is secking a grant appiicaiion io restore the tresiie for use
as a trail.

Your contact person for this project will be Victor Ibewuike. You can reach him at (214)
749-2821. Thank you for contacting DART regarding this scoping process.

Sincerely,

o KR

Tom K. Ryden, P.E,
AVD, Capital Planning & Development

c: Doug Allen
John Hoppic
Victor Ibewuike

APPENDIX A-1/ PAGE 26 TRINITY PARKWAY FEIS



Q :
f
i

US.Department Southwest Region Forl Worth, Texas 76193-0000
of Transportation Arkansas. Louistana.

N New Mexico, Oklahoma,
Federal Aviation Texas

Administration

SEP 28 1999

Mr. John Hoffman

Halff Associates

8616 Northwest Plaza Drive

Dallas, TX 75225 .

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

Thank you for your letter dated September 17, 1999,
requesting the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA)
comments on the proposed Trinity Parkway reliever route in
Dallas, Texas.

The FAA’s comments are limited to the potential aeronautical
effects of the proposed action. In this regard, Federal

Aviation Regulation Part 77 requires notification if any of
the associated work results in structures exceeding 200 feet
in height above the ground or penetrating imaginary surfaces
extending outward and upward at one of the following slopes:

100 to 1 for a horizontal distance of 20,000 feet from
the nearest point of the nearest runway at a public-use
airport with a runway length greater that 3,200 feet,

50 to 1 for a horizontal distance of 10,000 feet from
the nearest point of the nearest runway at a public-use
airport with a runway length equal to or less than
3,200 feet, or

25 to 1 for a horizontal distance of 5,000 feet from
the nearest point of the nearest landing and takeoff
area at a public-use heliport.

If any element of the proposed action is expected to exceed
the above criteria, please complete an FAA Form 7460-1 for
each occurrence and send it to the FAA Southwest Regional

Office. A copy of the form is enclosed should you reguire

it.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed
action. If you need additional forms or if this agency can
be of further assistance, please contact Mr. Dean McMath at
(817) 222-5617.

Sincerely,

s,

Cly M. DeHart, Jr.
Regional Administrator
Southwest Region

Enclosure
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NORTH TEXAS YOULLWAY AUTHORITY
S900 West Piano Parkway * Plano, Texes 75093 www.ntta.ocy

NEWS ADVISORY

SUBJECT: Narth Texas Tollway Authority Receives Cost Estimates on Trinity Parkway

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
November 10, 2000 . . Jo Ann Borst, Director
. Communications.and Marketing

214/481.2065

Email: jborst@ntta.org

e 5 .l!w:' uthori eceives Projected Costs
ity Pi 8 ect
Dallas; Texas — Offickals with the North Texas Tollway Authority (NTTA) and the City of Dallas
recoived ostimated costs today on the five Trinity Parkway design altemnatives being evaluated as part of
the Enyvironment Impact Statement (EIS) process, Halff Associates, the Dallas engineering consulting
f it who oonductcd tho Tnmty Parkwny's EIS for NTTA, released the t‘ ndings.

Aécordiag to-the North Texas Tollway Authority (NTTA) and Dallas City officials, the proposed Trinity
Parkway would be a relisver routo around tho congested I-30 “Canyon” and -30/-3SE “Mixmaster™ near
downtgwn Dallas. In September.2000, the. American Automobile Association designated tho MixMaster
lé ong. ofthc hp tea:worst. com}nuting troublo 3pots in the USA. Two'interstates merge at the Mixmaster,
and the lmc:change stmgglos to can'y hund:eds ot' thousands of vchwles 8 day through this bottlenack.

. Halff Assoctam NPOrted thut the pmbablo total capital cost for codistruction for the different alternatives
tanged.fro(p_S,G:Zdelwn for.the “combined; pukway«vomdo altemative; $669 million for the “split
patkway»ﬁvenido % altornative; $865 million foe tho “split parkway-landslide™ sltemative, $923 million
for the “industnal u-zmle" altemative within the:Industrial Boulevard Corridor, to $1.2 billion for the

“industrial elcvawd" alternative within the Industrial Boulevard Corridor. These costs ars current year
Gogts and have not been adjusted. for future inflation, By implementing one-of these altematives, accrued
' congestion savings are estimated to be in excess of $1 billion. A sixth option is the “no-build”

alternative.

~more~
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. Page Two
1 Projected Costs ~ Proposed Trinity Parkway Project

The consulting firm indicated that the estimates of probable cost include construction, right-of-way

acquisition, relocation expenses, design, testing and management. environmental mitigation and
landscaping. The estimates assume specific credits from other agencies for associated improvements in
the project corridor, such as raising the Dallas floodway levees and programmed modifications to scveral

existing bridge crossings. The estimated costs also include a 20 percent contingency allocation.

The Trinity Parkway project was first studied in detail in @ Major Transportation Investment Study
(MTIS) by the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) in 1996-1998:- At the time of the MTIS, the
preferred configuration was the “split parkway~riverside” option, which carried an estimated construction
and right-of-way cost of $394 million for a non-tolled roadway. The MTIS reported an addi