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APPENDIX G-4.  Public Hearing Transcript and Verbal Statements Received  
 

This section contains the verbatim record of the public hearing held on March 29, 2005.  The purpose of 

the public hearing was to review information about the DEIS and to receive public comments.  Verbal 

statements made during the course of the formal hearing begin on page 71 of this appendix.  A transcript 

of verbal statements made directly to a court reporter, but which were not part of the formal hearing, are 

added to the end of the hearing transcript.  All verbal statements are in the order they were presented, 

either as part of the formal public hearing or given to a court reporter outside of the hearing.  The table 

below gives the page number in this appendix where the verbal statements may be found, and indicates 

the organization the speaker indicated he/she was representing. 

 
Table G-5.  Index of Verbal Statements 

 
State-
ment # 

 

Name (Last, First) - City 
 

App. G-4 
Page # 

 

Organization Refer to Comment & 
Response # 

1 Allen, Charles � Dallas 84 
Trinity River Expeditions and 
Save Open Space of Dallas 
County 

1-5, 2-1, 2-3, 2-4, 6-9, 8-1, 
9-1, 12-4, 12-9, 15-1, 17-1 

18 Dalbey, Tim � Dallas 85  2-1, 2-6, 2-4, 3-4, 3-20, 8-9 

20 Davis, Carolyn � Dallas 91 Alliance of the South Dallas Fair 
Park Area 

6-4 

24 Flood, Jim � Dallas 80  2-1, 6-9, 15-1 
31 Goldberg, Robert � Dallas 73  2-3, 2-17 
33 Gray, David � Dallas 93  1-5, 1-6, 2-1, 6-9, 15-1 
39 Johnson, Charles � Dallas 108  2-2, 2-3, 2-21 
44 Kutner, Mike � Dallas 106 Friends of the Old Trinity Trail 3-7 
51 Meckfessel, Robert - Dallas 83 Trinity Commons Foundation 2-2, 2-3, 2-18 
54 Morgan, Rich � Dallas 105  2-2, 2-3, 8-4, 16-2 

--- Neal, Jeffrey � Arlington 80 Note:  Read letters into record. See Written Statements 38 
and 55 (Appendix G-5) 

57 Norris, Gina � Dallas 87 Crow Holdings 1-7, 2-2, 2-3, 9-3 

58 Oakley, Ed � Dallas 71 City of Dallas Mayor and Dallas 
City Council (Agency) 

2-2, 2-3, 6-7, 10-4 
 

59 Oznick, Lauren � Dallas 104  2-1, 2-3, 2-8, 6-8 
63 Paris, James � Dallas 76  3-8 
66 Petrasek, Al � Plano 96  2-2, 2-3, 2-19, 6-7 
71 Ragsdale, Diane 98  2-3, 2-17, 3-9, 10-2 

72 Read, Campbell � Dallas 77 Texas Committee on Natural 
Resources 

1-6, 2-1, 2-14, 4-5, 5-12,  
6-9, 12-4 

77 Rutherford, Warren � Dallas 107 Methodist Health System 2-2, 2-3, 2-7, 3-10 
78 Schumacher, Richard � Dallas 76  2-2, 2-3, 2-16, 5-11, 8-15 
83 Walz, Karen 74 Trinity Trust 1-7, 2-2, 2-3, 2-18 

85 Wells, Joe � Grand Prairie 89 
Dallas Sierra Club 1-9, 2-1, 2-14, 4-5, 6-9,  

9-4, 9-11, 11-1, 12-4, 17-6, 
17-8 

90 Wright, S.M. � Dallas 103 People�s Baptist Church 2-3, 2-11 
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                    P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Ladies and gentlemen, it is 2 

  now 6 p.m.  If you'll please be seated, we'll begin the 3 

  public hearing in just a moment. 4 

              THE INTERPRETER:  Good evening, I'd like to 5 

  make an announcement in Spanish. 6 

              I was just making an announcement that we 7 

  are here from the school district and we're here to 8 

  interpret the meeting to Spanish, and I was asking if 9 

  anybody needed translation.  Thank you. 10 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Good evening.  It is now 6 11 

  p.m., so if you'll please be seated, we'll begin this 12 

  hearing. 13 

              My name is Christopher Anderson, and I'm the 14 

  planning director for the North Texas Tollway Authority 15 

  or NTTA.  I'm here this evening representing our acting 16 

  Executive Director, Mr. Allen Rutter.  We want to 17 

  welcome each of you in attendance tonight.  We 18 

  appreciate your interest in this roadway matter, and 19 

  later in the hearing, we will invite your participation. 20 

              This hearing is being conducted in 21 

  cooperation with the Texas Department of Transportation 22 

  or TxDOT.  TxDOT holds the responsibility for ensuring 23 

  that for roadway projects throughout the state, all of 24 

  the environmental documentation and public involvement 25 
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  activities are complete and in order.  This hearing is 1 

  being conducted in accordance with Texas Department of 2 

  Transportation guidelines. 3 

              Before proceeding further, I would like to 4 

  acknowledge staff members from those agencies who have 5 

  participated in the development of this project and who 6 

  are present tonight.  From the Federal Highway 7 

  Administration, we Sal Deocampo and Anita Wilson. 8 

              From the Texas Department of Transportation, 9 

  Dallas district, we have Stan Hall.  From the North 10 

  Central Texas Council of Governments, we have Jeff Hall. 11 

  From the City of Dallas, we have Rebecca Dugger and Greg 12 

  Ajemian.  And from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, we 13 

  have Jean Rice. 14 

              We would also like to thank those of you in 15 

  the general audience who attended this afternoon's open 16 

  house. 17 

              As you arrived, you were given the 18 

  opportunity to register your attendance for this 19 

  hearing.  A yellow speaker request form was offered to 20 

  you to indicate whether you would like to make a 21 

  statement later in the hearing.  In the event you did 22 

  not register or obtain a yellow speaker request form, 23 

  please complete this form during the recess and place it 24 

  in the labeled boxes located on the registration tables. 25 
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  If you prefer to provide written comment only, you may 1 

  deposit the green comment form in the boxes also located 2 

  on the registration table. 3 

              You may also mail your comments to NTTA. 4 

  The green comment form has been pre-addressed for your 5 

  convenience and the postmark deadline is April 8, 2005. 6 

  I would like to draw your attention to the supplemental 7 

  materials, the blue sheets, you were provided attached 8 

  to the public hearing program.  In particular, please 9 

  note in this material an explanation of acronyms which 10 

  presenters may use inadvertently during the course of 11 

  their presentations. 12 

              Secondly, as we proceed to the hearing's 13 

  various topics, you will note that a reference to the 14 

  agenda topic being presented at that time will appear in 15 

  the lower left-hand corner of each slide. 16 

              At this time, I would like to explain how 17 

  this hearing will be conducted.  Many of you may have 18 

  attended previous public hearings conducted by the Texas 19 

  Department of Transportation.  This hearing will be 20 

  conducted in a similar fashion.  For the benefit of 21 

  those of you who have never attended a public hearing, I 22 

  would like to explain the hearing process. 23 

              My introductory comments will comprise the 24 

  following: 25 
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              The hearing guidelines; the hearing's 1 

  purpose; the project's location and history; 2 

  governmental relationships in the decision making 3 

  process; and then developmental time lines. 4 

              Following my comments, two gentleman with 5 

  Halff Associates will speak.  Halff Associates is the 6 

  engineering firm tasked with developing the 7 

  environmental document and schematics. 8 

              The first to speak will be Mr. Martin 9 

  Molloy.  Mr. Molloy will comment on the No-Build Option 10 

  and present the location and design features of the six 11 

  Build Alternatives under consideration. 12 

              Afterward, Mr. David Morgan will highlight 13 

  those environmental issues for which the public has 14 

  expressed concern during the course of our public 15 

  meetings.  He will also touch on some of the beneficial 16 

  and adverse impacts associated with the alternatives of 17 

  the proposed Trinity Parkway.  These impacts are more 18 

  fully discussed in the Draft Environmental Impact 19 

  Statement. 20 

              As a point of clarification, you may hear 21 

  tonight's presenters refer to the "alternatives," the 22 

  "alignments" or the "routes."  So there's no confusion 23 

  on your part, we use these terms interchangeably. 24 

              Following Mr. Morgan's comments, Ms. Sherri 25 
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  Turner, NTTA's assistant legal counsel, will explain 1 

  right-of-way acquisition procedures and the relocation 2 

  assistance program for displaced persons and businesses. 3 

              Following Ms. Turner's comments, we will 4 

  recess the hearing, and at that time, you will have an 5 

  opportunity to view the exhibits on display.  During the 6 

  recess, you are encouraged to ask questions of the staff 7 

  representatives and we will attempt to answer those 8 

  questions. 9 

              Following the recess, we will reconvene the 10 

  hearing.  At that time we will ask those persons who 11 

  indicated on the speaker request form that they would 12 

  like to make a statement to come forward to the floor 13 

  microphone.  Speakers will be called forward to make 14 

  comment using these forms. 15 

              Those elected officials in attendance 16 

  tonight will be given the opportunity to speak first. 17 

  Elected officials, please register your intention to 18 

  speak by completing the speaker request form. 19 

              Following comments by our elected officials, 20 

  comments from the general public will be taken.  As we 21 

  anticipate a large number of speakers from the general 22 

  public, please limit your statement to three minutes. 23 

  We ask you to be respectful of those waiting to speak 24 

  and to honor this time limit. 25 
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              You will note on the floor plan in your 1 

  program that a second court reporter is stationed 2 

  outside the arena to my left.  If you choose to make 3 

  your statements in a less public setting, or if you 4 

  choose not to wait to be called to come forward, this 5 

  stenographer will be able to take your oral statement 6 

  beginning with the recess. 7 

              When providing your oral comments, please 8 

  state your name and address for the record and then make 9 

  comments concerning the project.  Following the 10 

  registered speakers, anyone else that did not register 11 

  will be given an opportunity to comment. 12 

              Let me begin by explaining the purpose of 13 

  the public hearing.  A public hearing has four essential 14 

  purposes. 15 

              1.  To inform the community of the status of 16 

  the project's planning efforts and present the 17 

  recommendations or evaluations based on studies 18 

  performed to date. 19 

              2.  To describe the alternatives so that 20 

  those attending can determine the project's potential to 21 

  affect their lives and property. 22 

              3.  To provide the community an opportunity 23 

  to present information and their views at a stage in the 24 

  planning process when the flexibility to respond to 25 
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  comments still exists and before location and design 1 

  decisions are finalized. 2 

              4.  To develop a record of public views and 3 

  participation to accompany recommendations for 4 

  subsequent decisions. 5 

              This hearing is being held in compliance 6 

  with both federal and state laws.  The NTTA and the 7 

  Texas Department of Transportation are required to 8 

  certify to the Secretary of Transportation that a public 9 

  hearing was held concerning the proposed Trinity 10 

  Parkway. 11 

              For the official project record, transcripts 12 

  of this hearing will be made.  For this reason, we ask 13 

  that all verbal comments be made from either the floor 14 

  microphone or to the court reporter located as shown in 15 

  your program. 16 

              Following this hearing, and assuming a Build 17 

  Alternative is recommended, the North Texas Tollway 18 

  Authority will proceed with the preparation of 19 

  subsequent environmental documentation.  Your statements 20 

  and comments will be addressed in this document and will 21 

  be given full consideration in the preparation of the 22 

  final design. 23 

              As previously stated, this public hearing 24 

  has been convened to discuss the alternatives considered 25 
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  and the environmental effects of the proposed Trinity 1 

  Parkway.  The project is located in central Dallas 2 

  County and extends from the intersection of IH-35E and 3 

  State Highway 183 on the north to the intersection of 4 

  US-175 and State Highway 310 on the south.  It is 5 

  located entirely within the City of Dallas and is 6 

  approximately nine miles in length. 7 

              A Draft Environmental Impact Statement has 8 

  been prepared, which analyzed the social, economic, and 9 

  environmental effects of the alternatives.  The Draft 10 

  Environmental Impact Statement, or DEIS, for the 11 

  proposed Trinity Parkway was made available to the 12 

  general public on February 11, 2005. 13 

              The DEIS is available for inspection here at 14 

  the hearing, to my right, and at various locations and 15 

  civic centers listed in your program as well as in the 16 

  February 2005 Project Newsletter.  Alternatively, it may 17 

  be downloaded from the NTTA website at www.ntta.org or 18 

  viewed at the North Texas Tollway Authority's office 19 

  located at 5900 West Plano Parkway, Suite 100 in Plano, 20 

  75026. 21 

              Copies of the Draft Environmental Impact 22 

  Statement are available for purchase at a price of $80 23 

  for a hard copy and five dollars for a compact disc.  If 24 

  requested by mail, additional charges will be added for 25 

http://www.ntta.org
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  postage.  Sale of the document will take place this 1 

  evening at the DEIS exhibit table. 2 

              All written comments and/or questions 3 

  presented tonight, and all verbal comments made to the 4 

  court reporter, will be included verbatim and addressed 5 

  in the project's final environmental impact statement. 6 

              Written comments received on or postmarked 7 

  by April 8, 2005 will be included verbatim and addressed 8 

  in the final Environmental Impact Statement.  This 9 

  document will then be made available for your review at 10 

  the NTTA office and at announced locations. 11 

              Project history:  In the forty years that 12 

  this project has been considered, it has undergone 13 

  continuous changes in location and scope.  The following 14 

  broadly sketch these changes in roughly ten-year 15 

  increments. 16 

              In 1965, a transportation study was prepared 17 

  by local governmental agencies and the State Department 18 

  of Highways and Public Transportation, predecessor of 19 

  TxDOT.  This plan called for a new river freeway, which 20 

  would extend from Woodall Rogers westward along the east 21 

  levee of the Dallas Floodway. 22 

              In 1973, the Texas Turnpike Authority, 23 

  predecessor of NTTA, completed the first detailed study 24 

  for the facility generally following the Trinity River 25 
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  flood plains between Dallas and Fort Worth, having a 1 

  length of 27.5 miles. 2 

              In 1980, the Dallas County Commissioners 3 

  Court published the Dallas County open space plan.  One 4 

  of the major public works projects described is the 5 

  proposed Trinity Valley Parkway.  This proposed facility 6 

  generally followed the Trinity River floodplain from 7 

  IH-45 in Dallas to the western limits of Dallas County. 8 

              In 1988, the Texas Turnpike Authority 9 

  completed an exploratory investigation of a possible 10 

  route for the Trinity Turnpike, connecting the Central 11 

  Business Districts of Dallas and Fort Worth. 12 

              In 1996, the Texas Department of 13 

  Transportation initiated the Trinity Parkway Corridor 14 

  major transportation investment study.  This study 15 

  developed a seven-element, multi-modal plan of action to 16 

  address the congestion experienced and projected for the 17 

  Stemmons corridor.  The Trinity Parkway reliever route 18 

  was a key element of this plan. 19 

              The 1997 and '98, due to substantial 20 

  regional shortfalls and delays in funding of needed 21 

  highway projects, the Dallas City Council and the Dallas 22 

  County Commissioners Court requested that the North 23 

  Texas Tollway Authority, and I quote.  "Take such 24 

  actions and conduct such studies as may be necessary to 25 



TRINITY PARKWAY          Appendix G-4 / Page 13 

  determine the viability of jointly developing and 1 

  financing all or some portion of the Trinity Parkway 2 

  with a combination of turnpike revenue bonds, city 3 

  bonds, and federal and/or state transportation funds." 4 

  End quote. 5 

              At the request of local governments, the 6 

  North Texas Tollway Authority studied the feasibility of 7 

  building the Trinity Parkway as a tolled facility. 8 

  Preliminary findings were positive, so that in the fall 9 

  of 1999, the formal environmental study, of which this 10 

  hearing is a part, we began with a series of public 11 

  meetings. 12 

              At this time, I would like to discuss the 13 

  governmental relationships and the decision making 14 

  process. 15 

              Project development, highway planning and 16 

  construction requires close cooperation on all levels of 17 

  government, as well as public involvement.  For the 18 

  Trinity Parkway, governmental participation was 19 

  facilitated through the Trinity Interagency Executive 20 

  Team composed of the Federal Highway Administration, 21 

  EPA, the U.S. Army Corps, the Texas Commission on 22 

  Environmental Quality, TxDOT, the North Central Texas 23 

  Council of Governments, Dallas County, and the City of 24 

  Dallas. 25 
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              During the course of the project's 1 

  environmental study, the NTTA has worked to involve the 2 

  various communities in the study area and to keep them 3 

  informed of the project's status.  These efforts have 4 

  ranged from forming the Community Advisory Work Group to 5 

  over 200 meetings and briefings to the recent release of 6 

  the project newsletter and web based information. 7 

              Requests made by various neighborhoods to 8 

  the City of Dallas, TxDOT, the Federal Highway 9 

  Administration, and other agencies are reflected in the 10 

  alignments and design features shown here tonight. 11 

              To produce an Environmental Impact Statement 12 

  takes, on average, sixty months, with a good portion of 13 

  this time spent in review by federal and state agencies. 14 

  Given the regional significance of the Trinity Parkway, 15 

  it was submitted for environmental streamlining in hopes 16 

  of saving some time in the federal review process. 17 

              The intent of environmental streamlining is 18 

  for the federal government to select a number of 19 

  regionally significant projects from across the country 20 

  and then ask that federal agencies, such as EPA and U.S. 21 

  Fish and Wildlife Services, expedite their reviews while 22 

  honoring applicable laws relating to safety, public 23 

  health, and environmental protection. 24 

              In August 2004, the Trinity Parkway was 25 
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  selected for environmental streamlining as per 1 

  Presidential Executive Order 13274. 2 

              This slide depicts the current state of 3 

  funding for the Trinity Parkway.  In its 1998 bond 4 

  program, the City of Dallas committed $84 million toward 5 

  the planning, design and right-of-way needed for the 6 

  Parkway.  In 2000, the North Texas Tollway Authority 7 

  estimated through a preliminary traffic and revenue 8 

  study that it could raise $150 million in bonds for the 9 

  project. 10 

              Based on current project cost estimates, and 11 

  depending on the alternative recommended, this means 12 

  that the state and federal share would range between 13 

  $434 million and $1.1 billion.  Funding would be needed 14 

  roughly between 2007 and 2010. 15 

              To summarize the governmental relationships, 16 

  the proposed Trinity Parkway is being developed 17 

  cooperatively by the City of Dallas, Dallas County, 18 

  regional authorities such as the North Central Texas 19 

  Council of Governments, the Federal Highway 20 

  Administration, TxDOT, NTTA and in conjunction with 21 

  continuous public participation. 22 

              As you review the Draft Environmental Impact 23 

  Statement, you will note that it does not recommend or 24 

  identify a preferred alternative.  The decision not to 25 
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  recommend an alternative or alignment is intentional, as 1 

  these recommendations are waiting for public comment. 2 

              The DEIS's primary function is to provide 3 

  the affected communities and their elected officials the 4 

  information needed to make an informed choice between 5 

  the No-Build and Build Alternatives evaluated.  It 6 

  compiles beneficial and adverse impacts associated with 7 

  each alternative under study. 8 

              Within the Trinity Parkway study area are 9 

  various community resources ranging from natural 10 

  resources, such as wetlands, wildlife, and natural 11 

  vegetation to manmade features, such as parks, historic 12 

  district residences, and businesses. 13 

              Each alternative may affect or impact these 14 

  resources differently with noise; changes in traffic 15 

  patterns and access; and changes to view sheds, just to 16 

  name a few.  Based on the studies conducted to date, the 17 

  DEIS summarizes possible quantitative or qualitative 18 

  impacts.  The DEIS also lists potential mitigation 19 

  measures that may be taken to avoid or minimize any 20 

  adverse impacts. 21 

              The DEIS did not presume to quantify or 22 

  qualify the community's value systems as they relate to 23 

  various resources.  We are looking to the communities to 24 

  balance these various impacts against how each resource 25 
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  is valued.  These impacts may be social, environmental, 1 

  and/or economic. 2 

              Based upon the DEIS's findings, and after 3 

  due consideration, we're asking the general public and 4 

  the area's elected officials to identify that route 5 

  which best meets the community needs. 6 

              After a review of the DEIS and of comments 7 

  received, NTTA anticipates the Dallas City Council will 8 

  formally articulate by resolution or order which 9 

  alternative, either the No-Build or one of the Build 10 

  Alternatives, best meets the needs of the City. 11 

              Assuming a Build Alternative is recommended 12 

  by Council, and depending on when Dallas City Council 13 

  formalizes its recommendation by resolution, the NTTA 14 

  Board of Directors will follow with a formal alternative 15 

  recommendation possibly by the second quarter of this 16 

  year. 17 

              As shown in the current slide, there are 18 

  three general choices regarding the alignment 19 

  recommendation: 20 

              If the Dallas City Council recommends the 21 

  No-Build option, studies would cease. 22 

              If the recommendation is for an Industrial 23 

  route, we anticipate that work on a final Environmental 24 

  Impact Statement will be initiated. 25 
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              If the Council recommends a river route, we 1 

  anticipate that supplemental documentation will be 2 

  required to address related hydraulic issues before a 3 

  Final Environmental Impact Statement may be composed. 4 

              Following this public hearing event, 5 

  documentation of the hearing will be forwarded to the 6 

  Austin office of TxDOT for approval.  Assuming a Build 7 

  alternative is recommended, additional studies of that 8 

  route will be done to more clearly define, quantify, or 9 

  qualify its impacts.  Final environment clearance is 10 

  anticipated by first quarter of 2007 with the issuance 11 

  of the Record of Decision. 12 

              We will then be in a position to proceed 13 

  with detailed construction plans and right-of-way 14 

  acquisition sometime between 2007 and 2008.  Once the 15 

  construction plans have been approved and the 16 

  right-of-way and utilities have been cleared, we would 17 

  then expect to be ready for construction in late 2007. 18 

  Our target opening year is 2011. 19 

              Before the technical presentation begins, I 20 

  would like to make clear that this is a Draft EIS.  By 21 

  that I mean that exact, quantified effects will not or 22 

  cannot be known until detailed design of the formally 23 

  adopted alignment is completed.  The purpose of the DEIS 24 

  is to provide local governments and the community with 25 
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  the possible effects associated with each alternative 1 

  considered as well as the mitigation strategies 2 

  available. 3 

              At this time, I would like to introduce 4 

  Mr. Martin Molloy to further discuss the alternatives 5 

  considered and their geometric design futures. 6 

              MR. MOLLOY:  Thank you, Chris.  Consistent 7 

  with -- I want to discuss the engineering design for the 8 

  proposed Trinity Parkway. 9 

              Consistent with NEPA, an environmental 10 

  document, and that's it in the picture, has been 11 

  prepared and that's called Draft Environmental Impact 12 

  Statement or EIS.  The Draft EIS has been reviewed by 13 

  the Federal Highway Administration and TxDOT.  It has 14 

  received their concurrence that the project can proceed 15 

  to this public hearing.  The document covers the 16 

  anticipated social, economic, and environmental effects 17 

  of the Trinity Parkway alternatives. 18 

              I will briefly review the findings of the 19 

  Draft EIS in regard to the purpose of the project and 20 

  the road alternatives under consideration.  This 21 

  information is primarily covered in Chapters 1 and 2 of 22 

  the Draft EIS.  David Morgan will follow me in 23 

  discussing the environmental aspects of the project, 24 

  which is primarily covered in Chapters 3, 4 and 5.  If 25 
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  you'd like to get further information on these topics, 1 

  please refer to the Draft EIS.  Chris has previously 2 

  reviewed the location of the documents and how to obtain 3 

  a copy. 4 

              The primary purpose of the Trinity Parkway 5 

  Project is to provide a safe and efficient 6 

  transportation solution to reduce traffic congestion and 7 

  improve safety in the general area of the Dallas Central 8 

  Business District.  The project particularly focuses on 9 

  congestion in the I-30 Canyon, the I-30/35 Mixmaster, 10 

  and lower Stemmons Freeway. 11 

              The slide shows the goals for this project. 12 

  They include improving mobility and minimizing 13 

  environmental effects.  Due to strong interest from City 14 

  of Dallas citizens and enhancement of the Trinity 15 

  Corridor, there is also a specific goal regarding 16 

  compatibility with the local plans, as well as a goal to 17 

  act on voter support of the $84 million in funding for 18 

  the Trinity Parkway in the May 1998 city bond election. 19 

              The severity of congestion in the Trinity 20 

  Parkway corridor is evidenced by the designation of the 21 

  Mixmaster as one of the top ten most notorious traffic 22 

  bottlenecks in the nation by the American Automobile 23 

  Association.  With continued growth in population and 24 

  employment, it is inevitable that there will be 25 
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  additional traffic demand on the already overburdened 1 

  existing facilities and hence the need for this project. 2 

              The Trinity Parkway is part of a plan of 3 

  action for the Dallas CBD area developed by TxDOT in 4 

  1998 in a planning study called the Trinity Parkway 5 

  Corridor Major Transportation Investment Study.  This 6 

  pie chart shows the recommended plan of action from the 7 

  TxDOT study with slices generally sized in proportion to 8 

  the amount of transportation improvement provided. 9 

              Notably, the large slice at the upper right 10 

  titled "New Reliever Route" represents Trinity Parkway. 11 

  The large slice at the upper left titled 12 

  "Canyon/Mixmaster" improvements represents direct 13 

  improvements to the existing freeways, a project 14 

  currently being processed by TxDOT under the name 15 

  "Project Pegasus." 16 

              The remaining slices represent other ongoing 17 

  projects, such as bicycle and pedestrian improvements, 18 

  enhancements to DART rail transit and the extension of 19 

  Woodall Rodgers Freeway across the Dallas Floodway to 20 

  Beckley Avenue. 21 

              The Trinity Parkway EIS focuses only on the 22 

  reliever route.  Other parts of the TxDOT plan of action 23 

  are being processed separately by the involved agencies. 24 

              The North Central Texas Council of 25 
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  Governments, known as COG, is the metropolitan planning 1 

  organization for the Dallas-Fort Worth region.  COG, 2 

  along with the Regional Transportation Council, which is 3 

  a group of civic leaders, have identified the Trinity 4 

  Parkway as a needed corridor and have included the 5 

  facility in the Metropolitan Transportation Plan for the 6 

  Dallas/Fort Worth region.  The facility is also included 7 

  in the air quality conformity analysis for the region. 8 

              To illustrate this point, this is the first 9 

  of three maps provided to us by COG.  It shows the 10 

  congestion levels in the Dallas-Fort Worth area in 1999, 11 

  with the red indicating severe congestion and the pink 12 

  indicate moderate congestion.  We've also showed the 13 

  Trinity Parkway Corridor in blue in the center of the 14 

  map. 15 

              The next slide shows COG's assumption -- its 16 

  projection of the growth of congested areas by year 2025 17 

  if we assume that no additional projects other than 18 

  currently-committed and funded transportation projects 19 

  are completed.  This is clearly not the desired level of 20 

  congestion in our region. 21 

              The final slide shows COG's projection of 22 

  the year 2025 congestion assuming the full Regional 23 

  Mobility Plan is implemented.  There's two points to 24 

  make, one, that the Regional Plan totals $45 billion and 25 
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  is multi-modal, that is, it includes road, transit, 1 

  bicycle, etcetera.  This plan also includes Trinity 2 

  Parkway as one of the list of projects.  Even with this 3 

  level of investment, however, the Region does not 4 

  completely remove congested areas. 5 

              The No-Build Alternative:  I'm going to 6 

  start the discussion of alternatives, which is basically 7 

  Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS.  Seven alternatives are 8 

  under consideration, the No-Build along with six Build 9 

  Alternatives. 10 

              The No-Build is identified as Alternative 1 11 

  in the Draft EIS.  This assumes the Trinity Parkway is 12 

  not built.  However, Alternative 1 includes 13 

  transportation systems management and travel demand 14 

  management in the corridor, as well as the other 15 

  regionally planned projects, such as Project Pegasus, 16 

  the Woodall Rodgers Extension, and the improvements to 17 

  DART. 18 

              The Build Alternatives, as shown in the 19 

  graphic, they are all approximately nine miles long, and 20 

  are identified as Alternatives 2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, 4 and 5 21 

  in the Draft EIS.  They all connect for the interchange 22 

  of Stemmons Freeway to John Carpenter Freeway in the 23 

  north, to the interchange of 175 and State Highway 310 24 

  in the south. 25 
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              Two of the alternatives are located along 1 

  Industrial Boulevard, shown in red, and four are located 2 

  along the Trinity River Floodway shown in green.  The 3 

  alternatives have been determined to be reasonable for 4 

  meeting the purpose and need of the Trinity Parkway. 5 

              This is a computer-generated photograph of 6 

  the Trinity Parkway Corridor with the northern terminus 7 

  at bottom left and the southern terminus at top right. 8 

  I'll be using this photograph repeatedly tonight to 9 

  describe the Build Alternatives. 10 

              First, before we get started, I want to give 11 

  you some landmarks.  In the foreground you can see the 12 

  Stemmons Industrial District and West Dallas.  Toward 13 

  the center of the slide is the Central Business, 14 

  Methodist Hospital, Oak Cliff on the west side, and in 15 

  the distance, the Ideal Neighborhood and Cadillac 16 

  Heights. 17 

              The next slide shows the freeways in our 18 

  area shown in yellow.  The notable ones for the Parkway 19 

  Project are Interstates 30 and 35E as well as the 20 

  Woodall Rodgers Freeway and Interstate 45 and SM Wright 21 

  Freeway up at the top of the picture in the distance. 22 

              We have highlighted, also, the Trinity 23 

  Floodway down the center of the photograph in green.  We 24 

  are showing the proposed future condition of the 25 
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  floodway with the City of Dallas Urban Vision plan in 1 

  place.  This plan includes two proposed lakes near 2 

  downtown and conversion of the straight channel of the 3 

  river to a more meandering shown in the foreground of 4 

  the picture.  The lakes and other Urban Vision features 5 

  are not part of the Trinity Parkway Project, but are 6 

  being closely coordinated with this project as it is 7 

  developed. 8 

              Finally, this image shows the cross-streets, 9 

  and I'll refer to these names as we go through the 10 

  alternatives.  You can see Hampton and Sylvan Avenue in 11 

  the foreground, the downtown which is Continental, 12 

  Commerce, Houston and Jefferson toward the center there, 13 

  and in the distance, Corinth Street and Martin Luther 14 

  King, Jr. Boulevard. 15 

              The Build Alternatives:  I will provide 16 

  individual descriptions of each of the Build 17 

  Alternatives, but first some comments applicable to all 18 

  of them.  All of them, all of the Build Alternatives, 19 

  will be designated as controlled access toll roads. 20 

  Controlled access means a driver can only get on and off 21 

  the roadway via a ramp. 22 

              All would have grade separations at 23 

  crossings of existing highways and local arterial 24 

  streets.   All would have a posted speed of 55 miles an 25 
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  hour. 1 

              The Draft EIS is configuring each of the 2 

  facilities as six lanes ultimately for the entire length 3 

  of the corridor, and this is sized for the year 2025 4 

  traffic. 5 

              The facilities toll collection comprise 6 

  main-lane toll plazas and ramp toll plazas for all the 7 

  Build Alternatives.  Tolling and tolling locations will 8 

  be subject to future traffic studies, but the best 9 

  estimate at current rates is that a trip over the entire 10 

  length of Trinity Parkway would cost in the range of 11 

  $1.00 to $1.50.  The rates will be established 12 

  consistent with the rates over the rest of the NTTA toll 13 

  system. 14 

              One final comment before I start discussion 15 

  of alternatives, I'm going to use the photograph to 16 

  describe the Build Alternatives and I will generally 17 

  highlight differences between them.  However, there are 18 

  many additional plans and graphics around the room 19 

  tonight, and I encourage you to look at these to get 20 

  more detail, particularly if you have specific locations 21 

  that you are interested in.  Additionally, all the plans 22 

  are available in the Draft EIS document. 23 

              This is Alternative 2A.  It's highlighted in 24 

  orange in the photograph.  The alternative follows 25 
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  Irving Boulevard north, then Industrial Boulevard down 1 

  to the center of the corridor and Lamar Boulevard to the 2 

  south. 3 

              As shown in the inset, Alternative 2A is 4 

  built on a bridge structure elevated above the existing 5 

  streets.  It is therefore commonly referred to as 6 

  "Industrial Boulevard Elevated." 7 

              The proposed roadway in Alternative 2A is 8 

  physically wider than the existing streets underneath, 9 

  and the road centerline moves on and off the existing 10 

  road centerline due to geometric constraints. 11 

  Therefore, right-of-way acquisition is extensive on this 12 

  alternative. 13 

              Proposed interchanges are highlighted in the 14 

  photograph.  Generally, the Industrial Boulevard 15 

  Alternatives have similar interchange locations to the 16 

  various river alternatives, except they do not provide 17 

  connections to Commonwealth Drive, which is here in the 18 

  foreground, and Commerce Street near downtown, and they 19 

  only provide partial connections to Houston-Jefferson 20 

  Streets. 21 

              Toll plazas are now shown.  The facilities 22 

  for toll collection have a similar basic layout for most 23 

  alternatives, with two main-lane toll plazas shown in 24 

  yellow in the picture, one near Hampton and one near 25 
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  Corinth Street, and smaller plazas shown in white at 1 

  selected ramps. 2 

              Finally, this is a closer view of the 3 

  southern half of Alternative 2A, looking from downtown 4 

  to the south.  You can see that the alignment follows 5 

  Industrial Boulevard past Corinth Street and the DART 6 

  Rail Bridge.  The route then crosses over private 7 

  property to align with Lamar Street, which follows to 8 

  the southern terminus of US 175. 9 

              I will take this opportunity to point out 10 

  that all of the Parkway Build Alternatives include 11 

  connections to Interstate 45.  There are ramp pairs 12 

  serving to the south, to the west, and vice versa.  And 13 

  there are ramp pairs serving from the east to the north 14 

  and vice versa.  And this final pair from east to north 15 

  can be made without any toll collection on the route. 16 

              Alternative 2B is, again, shown in orange. 17 

  It follows the same general route as Alternative 2A. 18 

  The principle difference is that the roadway is proposed 19 

  to be constructed at grade on a wider right-of-way with 20 

  service roads added to replace the function of the 21 

  existing streets. 22 

              You can see that here in the foreground 23 

  where the service roads fan out to replace the function 24 

  of the existing arterial street.  Alternative 2B is 25 
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  commonly referred to as "Industrial Boulevard At-Grade." 1 

              The photograph highlights the interchanges 2 

  in Alternative 2B.  These are basically identical to the 3 

  Industrial Boulevard Elevated Alternative except that 4 

  there is no ramp access whatsoever to Houston-Jefferson 5 

  Street. 6 

              The photograph highlights the toll plazas. 7 

  These are basically identical to the Industrial 8 

  Boulevard Elevated Alternative. 9 

              Finally, this is the southern half of 10 

  Alternative 2B.  It's basically the same route as 11 

  Alternative 2A, except the road is built on a wider 12 

  right-of-way with service roads along Industrial 13 

  Boulevard down to Corinth Street.  It then crosses to 14 

  Lamar Street and is built as an elevated structure on 15 

  that last leg down to the southern terminus. 16 

              Alternative 3A:  This is the first of the 17 

  River Alternatives.  It follows the eastern levee of the 18 

  Dallas Floodway in the northern and middle part of the 19 

  corridor with the north and southbound lanes combined on 20 

  one embankment.  The alternative is commonly referred to 21 

  as "Combined Parkway Original."  The term "Original" is 22 

  used to differentiate it from 3B, which was added later 23 

  in the course of development of the alternatives. 24 

              As shown in the inset, Alternative 3A is 25 
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  typically built on an earth embankment set on the river 1 

  side of the Dallas Floodway Levee.  The road is set 2 

  above the 100-year in the Floodway to provide 3 

  appropriate flood protection.  However, the roadway is 4 

  depressed below existing cross-streets, such as Hampton 5 

  and Sylvan, using a floodway to protect the depressed 6 

  segments. 7 

              The photograph highlights the interchanges 8 

  on Alternative 3A.  Note that compared to the Industrial 9 

  Alternatives, there are additional interchanges on the 10 

  south side of Commonwealth Street, at Commerce Street, 11 

  and at the Houston-Jefferson couplet.  The Alternative 12 

  3A loop ramps at Woodall Rodgers Freeway have caused 13 

  some concerns at the City of Dallas because of visual 14 

  intrusion issues relative to the proposed signature 15 

  bridge and lake in this area. 16 

              The toll plazas proposed for this 17 

  alternative are now highlighted.  These are similar to 18 

  the Industrial Alternatives, again, the yellow 19 

  rectangles represent main-lane toll plazas, which extend 20 

  all the way across the main lanes, and the white 21 

  rectangles represent plazas on individual ramps. 22 

              The slide shows the southern half of 23 

  Alternative 3A.  Whereas Alternatives 2A and 2B 24 

  generally follow Lamar Street in this segment, 25 
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  Alternatives 3A, 3B, 4 and 5 all follow the Dallas 1 

  Floodway Extension levee proposed by the City and the 2 

  Corps of Engineers. 3 

              This graphic now shows the Floodway 4 

  Extension levee, which is shown in green.  The levee 5 

  extends off of the south end of the existing Dallas 6 

  Floodway levees shown in gray, and continues south to 7 

  Rochester Park.  The roadway proposed follows the river 8 

  side of this levee to Martin Luther King Boulevard and 9 

  then crosses to the land side of the levee and continues 10 

  in this position to the southern terminus. 11 

              Alternative 3B:  Alternative 3B follows the 12 

  same general alignment as Alternative 3A.  It is 13 

  similarly built on an earth embankment.  The alternative 14 

  is commonly referred to as "Combined Parkway Modified" 15 

  because it represents a modification of Alternative 3A, 16 

  primarily involving adjustment of the ramping scheme. 17 

              Whereas, Alternative 3A, the last 18 

  alternative that was introduced at the scoping of 19 

  Trinity Parkway in 1999, Alternative 3B was added in the 20 

  fall of 2003 at the request of the City of Dallas.  The 21 

  alternative is associated with the Balanced Vision Plan 22 

  for the Trinity River Corridor published by the City of 23 

  Dallas in December 2003. 24 

              The photograph highlights the interchange as 25 
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  Alternative 3B.  Note that compared to the other River 1 

  Alternatives, there are no connections from the south of 2 

  the Woodall Rogers Freeway and no connections at 3 

  Commerce Street.  The alternative relies instead on an 4 

  enhanced connection to Industrial Boulevard in the 5 

  Corinth Street area to distribute traffic arriving from 6 

  or departing to the south.  It thereby reduces the 7 

  traffic on the Trinity Parkway on the segment near the 8 

  proposed downtown lakes. 9 

              The toll plazas proposed for Alternative 3B 10 

  are highlighted.  Alternative 3B differs from the other 11 

  Build Alternatives in that it only has one main-lane 12 

  plaza located here at the north end, rather than two 13 

  main-lane plazas north and south as shown in the other 14 

  alternatives.  Additionally, the north plaza is 15 

  relocated further north over Irving Boulevard.  Whereas 16 

  the north main plazas for the other alternatives are 17 

  located south of Hampton Road. 18 

              This slide then shows the southern half of 19 

  Alternative 3B.  It is generally identical to 20 

  Alternative 3A.  The only exception is the use of the 21 

  braided ramp, which allows a higher capacity connection 22 

  to Industrial Boulevard. 23 

              Alternative 4:  For Alternative 4, the 24 

  roadway splits into a couplet in the area of the Dallas 25 
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  Floodway.  The southbound lanes follow the west levee 1 

  and the northbound lanes follow the eastern levee.  The 2 

  roads combine back together downstream of Interstate 35E 3 

  and follow an identical route to Alternatives 3A and 3B 4 

  to the southern terminus.  Alternative 4 is commonly 5 

  referred to as "Split Parkway Riverside." 6 

              As shown in the inset, Alternative 4 is 7 

  typically built on an earth embankment set on the river 8 

  side of the Dallas Floodway Levee.  The inset shows only 9 

  the northbound lanes on the east levee, but the 10 

  configuration of southbound lanes on the west levee 11 

  would be similar.  Similar to Alternatives 3A and 3B, 12 

  the road is set above the 100-year flood to provide 13 

  appropriate flood protection and depressed below 14 

  existing cross-streets using flood walls. 15 

              The photograph highlights the interchanges 16 

  in Alternative 4.  The layout of interchanges basically 17 

  provides similar access points to Alternative 3A, except 18 

  the ramps are split apart, generally with one pair on 19 

  the east levee and one pair on the west levee as shown. 20 

  The toll plazas for this alternative are highlighted. 21 

  These are similar to Alternative 3A. 22 

              Finally, the slide shows the southern half 23 

  of Alternative 4.  The road is generally identical to 3A 24 

  downstream of the convergence of the split roadways at 25 
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  Corinth Street. 1 

              Alternative 5:  Alternative 5 has a split 2 

  configuration similar to 4, except that the roadway sits 3 

  on the land side of the Floodway levees rather than on 4 

  the river side.  The Alternative is commonly referred to 5 

  as "Split Parkway Landside." 6 

              As shown in the inset, Alternative 5 is 7 

  typically built on an earth embankment with retaining 8 

  walls added to prevent the embankment from spilling over 9 

  into the adjacent sumps.  The road is depressed below 10 

  existing cross-streets, which in most cases requires the 11 

  existing streets to be re-built or raised for some 12 

  distance back from the levees to create enough 13 

  clearance.  Additionally, Alternative 5 conflicts with 14 

  existing flood control pump stations on the land side of 15 

  the levees requiring rebuilding of the affected pump 16 

  stations. 17 

              The photograph highlights the Alternative 5 18 

  interchanges, and these are basically very similar to 19 

  Alternative 4 and provides the same access points.  The 20 

  toll plazas for the alternative are also similar to 21 

  Alternative 4.  And, finally, the southern half of the 22 

  project really is very similar to Alternative 4 once the 23 

  roads come back to together. 24 

              This is a comparison table of the 25 
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  alternatives listing lengths, right-of-way acquisition 1 

  cost, and so forth.  As shown in the table, the lengths 2 

  of all the Build Alternatives, for all practical 3 

  purposes, are the same with just a little less than nine 4 

  miles and that's the top line there. 5 

              But the next line down is the area of 6 

  right-of-way.  Alternative 4 has the highest estimated 7 

  right-of-way.  And it should be noted that the 8 

  right-of-way areas calculated for the River Side 9 

  Alternatives are assumed to include all land from the 10 

  existing top of the levee to the proposed toe of levee. 11 

              And this is more than is strictly needed for 12 

  the footprint of the road and includes substantial areas 13 

  of grassed levee slopes.  Therefore the right-of-way 14 

  areas for the River Alternatives are somewhat inflated. 15 

  The effect is most pronounced for Alternative 4, which 16 

  counts slopes for both the east and the west levees. 17 

              Going down to the bottom line costs, 18 

  Alternative 3A is the least cost Build Alternative, 19 

  followed closely by Alternatives 3B and then 4.  All of 20 

  these are river routes. 21 

              Alternatives 2A and 2B, both are on 22 

  Industrial Boulevard, are the highest overall cost 23 

  alternatives.  They have substantially higher 24 

  right-of-way acquisition costs compared to the river 25 
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  alternatives. 1 

              The last thing, this is a repeat of Chris's 2 

  possible cost-sharing slide.  As shown, the City of 3 

  Dallas contributes 84 million to the project from the 4 

  bond election.  NTTA has estimated bonds from tolls 5 

  could contribute at least 150 million, and that's 6 

  subject to a final investment study on this project. 7 

  The remaining funding would come from TxDOT and Federal 8 

  Highway sources.  The last contribution is shown as a 9 

  range of 434 million representing the least cost 10 

  Alternative 3A to 1.1 billion, representing the highest 11 

  cost alternative, which is 2A. 12 

              Park access:  Each of the River Alternatives 13 

  has a potential effect on access to the parks and the 14 

  recreational facilities proposed by the City of Dallas 15 

  in the Dallas Floodway.  The photograph of Alternative 16 

  3A on the screen illustrates this effect.  The presence 17 

  of the road along the eastern levee could potentially 18 

  block access points to the Floodway from the major 19 

  crossing streets, which are shown in green, and from the 20 

  neighborhoods, which are shown in red arrows. 21 

              To avoid blocking the park access, the 22 

  schematic designs for Alternatives 3A, 3B, 4, and 5 23 

  include ramps down from the major street crossings to 24 

  the Floodway where needed to provide vehicular access. 25 



TRINITY PARKWAY          Appendix G-4 / Page 37 

  The photo shows a typical ramp, highlighted in green, at 1 

  Sylvan Avenue.  Additionally, the designs call for 2 

  underpasses of the Parkway at various locations to 3 

  support pedestrian and bicycle access from 4 

  neighborhoods.  These are shown in the photograph in 5 

  red, and are typically spaced about a half-mile apart. 6 

              The access points are specifically located 7 

  for each of the alternatives on the schematic plan.  The 8 

  graphic at the bottom right of the slide shows the 9 

  programmed locations for the entire corridor. 10 

  Generally, the combined Parkway Alternatives 3A and 3B 11 

  account for access only along the east levee.  The split 12 

  Parkway Alternatives 4 and 5 account for access along 13 

  both levees. 14 

              Access to Interstate 35:  There's been a lot 15 

  of interest in access to 35, South RL Thornton, which is 16 

  shown on the right side of the diagram into Oak Cliff. 17 

  The Build Alternatives provide different levels of 18 

  access to this interstate.  The Industrial Boulevard 19 

  Alternatives 2A and 2B provide no access to Interstate 20 

  35 due to geometric constraints in the Mixmaster area. 21 

              The combined Parkways, 3B and 3A, and this 22 

  slide represents them, provide access to Interstate 35 23 

  as shown in the photo.  Generally, the eastbound to 24 

  southbound movements use the Houston Street bridge to 25 
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  cross the Floodway, and then there are two options 1 

  provided in the Draft EIS for accomplishing the 2 

  connection to 35 south, one with the emphasis on making 3 

  the movement without the lights and traffic signals, and 4 

  the other with intersections with a possible local 5 

  street on the south levee. 6 

              These options are illustrated in Plate 2-10A 7 

  in the document.  The northbound to westbound movement 8 

  uses either a U-turn or a loop ramp to provide the 9 

  connection onto the westbound Parkway on the north side 10 

  of the Floodway.  These options are illustrated in Page 11 

  2-10C in the document. 12 

              The access to 35E from the split Parkway, 13 

  Alternatives 4 and 5, are shown on this photograph.  The 14 

  north to westbound movement is the same as shown for 15 

  Combined Parkways.  The east to southbound movement 16 

  occurs on the south levee, with one option involving 17 

  at-grade intersections with Houston and Jefferson, and 18 

  another option providing a bypass ramp under these 19 

  streets on the back side of the levee.  These two 20 

  options are shown in Plate 2-10B.  We're basically 21 

  asking for citizen input on these various options in the 22 

  document. 23 

              Staged construction:  As stated previously, 24 

  all of the Build Alternatives are ultimately configured 25 
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  as for six-lane facilities for the entire length of the 1 

  corridor.  However, they are proposed to be 2 

  stage-constructed initially, with six lanes north of the 3 

  Woodall Rodgers and four lanes to the south. 4 

              As shown in the inset, the four-lane 5 

  sections will be built by leaving out the middle lanes 6 

  in the initial construction and keeping a larger 7 

  vegetated median.  There would be sufficient width of 8 

  the median to allow for future expansion from four to 9 

  six lanes as traffic warrants. 10 

              The SM Wright Freeway downgrade:  SM Wright 11 

  Freeway is about a one-mile segment of expressway 12 

  located near the southern terminus of Trinity Parkway 13 

  and shown highlighted in the green on the right side of 14 

  the slide there.  Currently, all traffic arriving on US 15 

  175 travels this segment through a residential 16 

  neighborhood to reach Interstate 45. 17 

              If Trinity Parkway is built, it would 18 

  facilitate a bypass of SM Wright, bypassing traffic 19 

  directly to the west on Interstate 45.  As shown 20 

  previously, this segment, this connection would have no 21 

  toll plazas and would be free to motorists. 22 

              The potential effect on the neighborhood is 23 

  shown in this close-up photograph.  By bypassing through 24 

  traffic to the west along the proposed parkway, along 25 
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  that dashed yellow arrow, it is expected that the 1 

  segment of SM Wright, which is shown in orange, could be 2 

  substantially reduced in traffic.  There is a high 3 

  interest among the citizens, local citizens, and elected 4 

  officials in taking this opportunity to convert SM 5 

  Wright back to an arterial street section with at-grade 6 

  crossings and slower speeds.  The Trinity Parkway would 7 

  create the opportunity that this type of change could 8 

  occur. 9 

              US-175 ramp options:  The Draft EIS includes 10 

  two options for ramps in the area, Bexar Street and SM 11 

  Wright Freeway at the southern terminus.  These options 12 

  were added based on meetings with citizens in the 13 

  affected area. 14 

              Basically, Option 1, on the left, focuses 15 

  ramps towards the SM Wright connection.  Option 2, on 16 

  the right, focuses ramps and traffic flow toward the 17 

  Bexar Street connection.  Both of these options are 18 

  technically feasible and we're looking for citizen input 19 

  from the public on this selection. 20 

              Finally, traffic volume plots:  The Draft 21 

  EIS includes traffic volume plots for the various Build 22 

  Alternatives.  The example on the screen shows the 23 

  estimated traffic for the Industrial Alternatives.  In 24 

  general, the road produces in the range of 100,000 to 25 
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  115,000 vehicles per day on the main lanes in the year 1 

  2025.  This volume is similar to the southern segments 2 

  of Dallas North Tollway. 3 

              This slide then shows the projected traffic 4 

  for the River Alternatives, and these are in the range 5 

  of 100,000 to 115,000 main-lane volumes on the Parkway. 6 

              And, finally, this slide shows the volumes 7 

  for River Alternative 3B.  That varies a little bit in 8 

  the center segment because of the difference in ramping 9 

  and toll plaza layouts. 10 

              The points I want to make on all this is 11 

  that these are 2025 volumes, and they're subject to the 12 

  effective tolls and that's gone into the assumptions. 13 

  They also assumed that all other major improvements in 14 

  the corridor, Project Pegasus, Woodall Rodgers 15 

  Extension, DART, etcetera, are also in place.  And this 16 

  is still the volume that arrives on the Trinity Parkway. 17 

              That concludes my remarks on design of the 18 

  project.  As I stated earlier, there are many additional 19 

  plans and graphics of the alternatives around the room, 20 

  and I encourage you to take a look at these to get more 21 

  detail, particularly the specific locations that you are 22 

  interested in.  I will now introduce David Morgan. 23 

  David will discuss the environmental effects of the 24 

  project. 25 
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              MR. MORGAN:  Thank you, Martin.  As Chris 1 

  has mentioned, we are currently in the planning phase of 2 

  the project that may receive federal funding.  The 3 

  Trinity Parkway project process has been prepared under 4 

  the Federal National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA. 5 

  The Federal Highway Administration, or FHWA, is the lead 6 

  federal agency in this process in cooperation with the 7 

  Texas Department of Transportation and the North Texas 8 

  Tollway Authority.  The US Environmental Protection 9 

  Agency is a cooperating agency in this study. 10 

              The NEPA regulations prescribe methods for 11 

  mitigating impacts.  Design refinements may include 12 

  avoidance; minimize the impacts by limiting the scope of 13 

  the action; enhancements which are rehabilitating or 14 

  restoring the affected environment; and compensating for 15 

  the impact by replacing or providing substitute 16 

  resources or enhancements. 17 

              Mitigation and enhancements can be eligible 18 

  for federal funding if the impact for which the 19 

  mitigation was prescribed actually resulted from the 20 

  project. 21 

              The Trinity Parkway is a complex project 22 

  with several alternatives located on new alignments. 23 

  Therefore, the NEPA process -- the NEPA document is 24 

  being processed as an Environmental Impact Statement, or 25 
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  EIS.  We are in the preliminary stage of the EIS 1 

  evaluation.  The current document we are presenting 2 

  tonight is considered a Draft EIS. 3 

              The DEIS also contains preliminary Section 4 

  4(f) evaluation.  Section 4(f) regulations were 5 

  established by the US Department of Transportation to 6 

  provide protection to significant public park and 7 

  recreation lands, wildlife and water foul refuges, and 8 

  significant historic sites. 9 

              The Section 4(f) regulations stipulate that 10 

  the Secretary of Transportation will not approve any 11 

  program or project which requires the use of any 12 

  significant publicly owned parkland, recreation area, or 13 

  wildlife refuge area, or any land from a historic site 14 

  of national, state, or local significance unless: 15 

              1.  There is no feasible or prudent 16 

  alternative to be used; and 17 

              2.  All possible planning to minimize harm 18 

  resulting from such use is included. 19 

              Overall, the DEIS discusses the social, 20 

  economic, and environment effects of the proposed 21 

  alternatives.  As Martin mentioned, a No-Build 22 

  Alternative and six Build Alternatives are being 23 

  evaluated.  All alternatives have been evaluated 24 

  equally, and there is no recommended alternative 25 
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  identified at this time. 1 

              Martin previously described the six Build 2 

  Alternatives, and I'd just like to show this slide to 3 

  refresh you on the differences of the different 4 

  alternatives to help you evaluate the potential impacts 5 

  as I go through the discussion of each of the resources. 6 

              The simplified flow chart that Chris also 7 

  described is shown on this slide and is on display in 8 

  the arena along with a representative list of 9 

  environmental regulations pertaining to NEPA. 10 

              The orange arrow points to the public 11 

  hearing, which is where we are in the EIS process.  As 12 

  Chris described, if one of the Industrial Boulevard 13 

  Alternatives is identified as the preferred alternative, 14 

  then the EIS will move toward a final EIS.  If one of 15 

  the River Alternatives is identified as the preferred 16 

  alternative, then supplemental NEPA documentation would 17 

  be required in cooperation with the Corps of Engineers 18 

  prior to final EIS preparation. 19 

              The EIS process concludes with the 20 

  completion of the environmental review and the impact 21 

  documentation process, followed by a signed Record of 22 

  Decision by FHWA.  This would permit the proposed action 23 

  to proceed to the final design and construction phases. 24 

              Martin just presented a summary of Chapters 25 
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  1 and 2, which were the purpose and need and the 1 

  description of alternatives.  Chapter 3 describes the 2 

  affected environment or the baseline existing conditions 3 

  of the study area.  There are ten exhibit boards located 4 

  around the arena that depict many of the existing 5 

  environmental conditions of the study area. 6 

              This slide slows the various resources and 7 

  issues that have been evaluated for each alternative. 8 

  They are discussed in Chapter 4, Environmental 9 

  Consequences.  The resources or issues that are 10 

  highlighted on this slide are the topics that have 11 

  received the most interest to date. 12 

              There's a summary table in the blue handout 13 

  you received tonight in the registration.  The summary 14 

  table presents the results of all of the analyses for 15 

  all of the resources and issues.  It presents a good 16 

  overview of all the potential effects for each 17 

  alternative. 18 

              Now I would like to give you a brief 19 

  overview of the relevant topics.  If you want more 20 

  information on any of the resources or issues, or are 21 

  interested in one of the other topics not covered 22 

  tonight, we have staff around the exhibits that can help 23 

  answer questions.  I suggest you obtain a copy of the 24 

  DEIS, or review it at one of the locations listed in 25 
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  your handout materials. 1 

              Environmental Justice addresses 2 

  disproportionately high and adverse of human health or 3 

  environmental effects on minority and low-income 4 

  populations.  The Socio-economic Analysis was based on 5 

  the 2000 U.S. census.  This slide shows representative 6 

  minority census block group areas that are located 7 

  within the project area. 8 

              The yellow lines shows the project limits 9 

  and is depicted on the 2003 aerial photograph.  Based on 10 

  the results of the analysis, the primary impacts to 11 

  these areas would include acquisition of property; 12 

  residential and business relocation; increase in 13 

  traffic; proximity effects, such as noise and visual 14 

  intrusion; and construction impacts. 15 

              The Trinity Parkway project has been 16 

  presented at minority community meetings to solicit 17 

  community involvement.  The Trinity Parkway Community 18 

  Advisory Work Group has met twelve times and has several 19 

  representatives from minority communities.  We have 20 

  conducted presentations in West Dallas held at the Kings 21 

  Bridge Community Center and several meetings in South 22 

  Dallas with the Ideal Neighborhood, New Hope Baptist 23 

  Church, and T.R. Hoover Community Center. 24 

              Based on the South Dallas meetings, we've 25 
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  developed an alternative to the original ramp 1 

  configuration at Bexar Street.  The alternative Bexar 2 

  Street ramping configuration that Martin just presented 3 

  is an example of the project reevaluation based on 4 

  community involvement. 5 

              Meetings and discussions with the 6 

  potentially effected neighborhoods have occurred and 7 

  will continue if a Build Alternative is recommended. 8 

  With the proposed mitigation, it is anticipated that the 9 

  impacts will be adequately mitigated, and therefore 10 

  would not be high or adverse. 11 

              The proposed action is similarly consistent 12 

  with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, and there is no 13 

  discriminatory intent or effect.  The proposed action 14 

  offers the possibility of long-term benefits to those 15 

  areas and their residents. 16 

              This slide identifies historic resources 17 

  within the study area.  A historic -- a significant 18 

  historic site is defined as a site or structure, which 19 

  is fifty years or older, which is listed or eligible for 20 

  listing on the National Register of Historic Places as 21 

  determined by the Texas Historical Commission. 22 

              The Houston Street Viaduct was constructed 23 

  in 1912 and crosses the Dallas Floodway, and the 24 

  Colonial Hill Historic District located east of Lamar 25 
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  Street are both listed on the National Register of 1 

  Historic Places and are highlighted in yellow. 2 

              There are six other bridges that cross the 3 

  Dallas Floodway that have been evaluated by the Texas 4 

  Historical Commission and determined to be eligible for 5 

  the National Register of Historic Places.  The eligible 6 

  sites are highlighted in green.  The six eligible 7 

  bridges are: 8 

              The UP, Union Pacific Railroad Bridge; the 9 

  Corinth Street Viaduct; the AT&SF Railroad Bridge; MKT 10 

  Railroad Bridge; Continental Avenue Viaduct; and the 11 

  Commerce Street Viaduct. 12 

              Five eligible historic properties generally 13 

  located along Lamar Street and Industrial Boulevard 14 

  could potentially be displaced by one or more of the 15 

  Build Alternatives.  As shown on the board in back of 16 

  the arena, the Industrial Boulevard Alternatives could 17 

  impact the Colonial Hill Historic District and the 18 

  Industrial At-Grade Alternative impacts for historic 19 

  buildings. 20 

              The River Alternatives, Alternatives 3A, 3B, 21 

  4, and 5 have a greater impact on the historic bridges 22 

  mainly related to ramp connections from the proposed 23 

  Trinity Parkway. 24 

              A Section 4(f) evaluation will be completed 25 
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  for each of the alternatives to document if there is no 1 

  feasible prudent alternative to the use of the historic 2 

  structure.  The 4(f) evaluation will present all 3 

  possible planning to minimize harm resulting from such 4 

  use. 5 

              Project noise impacts will be evaluated in 6 

  accordance with TxDOT and FHWA guidelines and 7 

  regulations.  The noise modeling was accomplished by 8 

  using the FHWA Traffic Noise Model and was based on 9 

  existing and predicted 2025 traffic volumes.  The FHWA 10 

  has established noise abatement criteria for various 11 

  lane use activity areas. 12 

              The noise criteria is used as one of two 13 

  ways to determine when a traffic noise impact would 14 

  occur.  The Absolute Criteria is if the exterior noise 15 

  level approaches, equals, or exceeds 67 decibels in 16 

  residential areas and 72 decibels in commercial areas. 17 

  The Relative Criterion is if the noise increases by more 18 

  than ten decibels. 19 

              When a noise impact is predicted to occur, 20 

  mitigation must be considered.  The most common form of 21 

  noise mitigation is a construction of noise walls.  All 22 

  of the Build Alternatives merge together at both the 23 

  north and south termini of the study area.  The majority 24 

  of the noise impacts occur in these areas and are common 25 
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  to all Build Alternatives. 1 

              These common noise impacts include 125 2 

  residences and one park, Sleepy Hollow Park, which is 3 

  located at the northern terminus east of SH 183 and 4 

  I35E. 5 

              This slide shows the Industrial Boulevard 6 

  Build Alternatives.  The noise impacted areas are shown 7 

  in yellow.  In addition to the common noise impact 8 

  areas, noise impacts occur along Lamar Boulevard in the 9 

  vicinity of Colonial Hill Historic District. 10 

              This slide shows the Split Parkway Landside 11 

  Alternative.  In addition to the common area impacts 12 

  just described, noise impacts occur along Canada Drive 13 

  in West Dallas with most localized impacts occurring 14 

  near proposed ramp connections with other crossing 15 

  streets. 16 

              Noise walls were evaluated for this 17 

  alternative, which showed most of the noise coming from 18 

  the crossing streets.  And because the tollway is 19 

  elevated already, noise walls were not that effective 20 

  and did not produce the required five decibel reduction. 21 

              This slide shows the total noise impacts for 22 

  each of the Build Alternatives.  The Combined 23 

  Alternatives 3A and 3B had the fewest impacted receivers 24 

  with 128 each.  The Split Parkway Landside Alternative 25 
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  has the most impacted noise receivers with 226.  As 1 

  stated previously, 126 of these impacts are in the areas 2 

  common to all the Build Alternatives. 3 

              Noise levels may be mitigated by the 4 

  construction of noise walls.  A noise barrier analysis 5 

  was performed for the impacted areas for each 6 

  alternative.  Based on the analysis, noise walls were 7 

  determined to be both feasible and reasonable only at 8 

  the residential neighborhoods located at the common area 9 

  at the south terminus of the project. 10 

              In this area from Lamar Street to the south 11 

  project termini, all project alternatives are the same 12 

  and, consequently, the proposed noise walls are 13 

  reasonable and feasible for all alternatives. 14 

              A series of exhibits are located in the 15 

  arena that show the areas of noise impacts and the 16 

  location of the proposed noise walls.  This conceptual 17 

  enhancement exhibit also shows some of the potential 18 

  improvements related to Environmental Justice.  The 19 

  potential mitigations include: 20 

              Improved local street circulation; 21 

  landscaping; noise walls; context sensitive design; and 22 

  improvement for mass transit. 23 

              This slide shows the location of wetlands 24 

  and Waters of the U.S. within the project area.  The 25 
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  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regulates potential impacts 1 

  to Waters of the U.S. through their Section 404 2 

  permitting program.  Areas regulated under the Section 3 

  404 program are collectively referred to as Waters of 4 

  the United States or Waters of the U.S.  Included are 5 

  any part of the surface water tributary system down to 6 

  the smallest of streams, any lake, pond or water body 7 

  that's connected to those streams and wetland. 8 

              Wetlands are special aquatic sites and are 9 

  found in many different forms such as bottom land, 10 

  hardwood forests, wet meadows, and bogs.  Emergent 11 

  wetlands are shallow waters that contain rooted aquatic 12 

  plants that are the most common type of the wetland 13 

  within the study area. 14 

              The proposed Trinity Parkway would cross 15 

  water bodies within the study area using bridges and 16 

  concrete box culverts.  The use of bridges would likely 17 

  minimize impacts to wetlands and aquatic areas, although 18 

  bridge construction may require placement of fill 19 

  material, such as dirt, concrete, and bridge piers 20 

  within jurisdictional waters. 21 

              The River Alternatives and associated 22 

  excavation areas, which could be used for roadway 23 

  embankment, would require the placement of fill material 24 

  in or the excavation of jurisdictional waters. 25 
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              The interior River Alternatives would result 1 

  in the largest average loss of Waters of the U.S. with 2 

  151 acres for the Combined Alternatives and 153 acres 3 

  for the Split Parkway Riverside Alternative.  Excavation 4 

  of emergent wetlands represents the largest type of 5 

  impact.  These excavated areas could be designed to 6 

  provide some wetland mitigation features.  The Split 7 

  Landside Alternative could have the greatest impact on 8 

  the interior drainage sumps. 9 

              This slide shows the right-of-way footprint 10 

  for each Build alternative on the Natural Features, 11 

  which includes jurisdictional waters and woodlands. 12 

              Mitigation for jurisdictional water impacts 13 

  would occur through the Section 404 permitting program 14 

  that would be coordinated by the U.S. Army Corps of 15 

  Engineers.  The Corps is responsible for confirming all 16 

  jurisdictional water determinations as well as 17 

  establishing the appropriate permitting and mitigation 18 

  requirements. 19 

              Mitigation could include the preservation or 20 

  enhancement of existing jurisdictional areas or the 21 

  creation of new wetlands and associated vegetation 22 

  plantings. 23 

              This same slide shows the regulatory 24 

  floodplains established by the Federal Emergency 25 
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  Management Agency, or FEMA, from the Flood Insurance 1 

  Rate Maps.  The 500-year floodplain occurs behind the 2 

  Trinity Floodway levees, and this 500-year floodplain 3 

  area is shown in the light blue shade.  The 100-year 4 

  floodplain is shown in the dark blue shading. 5 

              The potential floodplain impacts for each 6 

  Build Alternative were identified, evaluated, and 7 

  calculated based on the preliminary plans for the 8 

  roadways and their corresponding rights-of-way. 9 

              The River Alternatives 3A, 3B, 4, and 5 10 

  would result in the greatest amount of encroachment on 11 

  the 100-year base floodplain elevation, ranging from a 12 

  low of 324 acres for the Split Parkway Landside, which 13 

  is Alternative 5, to a high of 442 acres for the Split 14 

  Parkway Riverside Alternative 4. 15 

              The mitigation for floodplain impacts will 16 

  be developed through permitting reviews by the Corps, 17 

  FEMA, and the City of Dallas. 18 

              Based on preliminary hydraulic analysis 19 

  conducted during the Major Transportation Investment 20 

  Study and this DEIS, encroachments on the floodplain do 21 

  not increase the base flood elevation to a level that 22 

  would violate applicable FEMA floodplain regulations. 23 

              If a River Alternative is identified as the 24 

  preferred alternative, a detailed hydraulic study would 25 
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  be conducted.  The study would determine if the 100-year 1 

  base flood elevation would increase due to the 2 

  construction of the Parkway within the impacted 3 

  floodplains.  The detailed hydraulic analysis would 4 

  demonstrate that adequate measures have been taken to 5 

  ensure that any floodplain encroachments would not 6 

  increase the risk of flooding to adjacent properties and 7 

  would comply with all federal, state, and local 8 

  floodplain regulations. 9 

              This slide shows the location of high-risk 10 

  hazardous material sites.  The green dots on the slide 11 

  show the location of hazardous material sites.  There 12 

  are several clusters of these hazardous sites located 13 

  primarily along Lamar and Industrial Boulevard in the 14 

  southern portion of the study area. 15 

              There are 33 hazardous or regulated material 16 

  sites identified within 500 feet of the Build 17 

  Alternatives right-of-way.  Each of the six Build 18 

  Alternatives would impact hazardous material sites 19 

  ranging from a low of 15 sites for the combined 20 

  alternatives to a high of 28 sites for the Industrial 21 

  Boulevard At-Grade. 22 

              Some of the hazardous material sites may be 23 

  avoided through final design.  If required, the clean-up 24 

  or remediation of these waste sites could have a 25 
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  beneficial effect on the area. 1 

              This slide also shows the existing and 2 

  proposed parks within the project area.  Existing parks 3 

  are shaded in dark green and proposed parks are shaded 4 

  in light green. 5 

              The Trinity River Greenbelt Park, which is 6 

  located within the Dallas Floodway, is the only park 7 

  directly impacted by acquisition of land for 8 

  right-of-way.  The impact for parkland ranges from a low 9 

  of zero acres for the Industrial Boulevard Alternatives 10 

  to a high of 205 acres for the Split Riverside 11 

  Alternative. 12 

              The mitigation for parkland would occur in 13 

  the final design of the project.  The mitigation could 14 

  be in the form of park access alternatives.  Examples of 15 

  park access types are displayed in the back of the arena 16 

  on various boards.  Other mitigation features could be 17 

  the development of hike and bike trails, tree plantings, 18 

  and context sensitive design. 19 

              Each of the Build Alternatives would result 20 

  in varying degrees of residential, commercial, and 21 

  community facilities displacements.  This slide shows a 22 

  portion of the proposed right-of-way acquisition along 23 

  the southern terminus, which is common to all the Build 24 

  Alternatives.  Impacted properties that would require 25 
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  relocation are highlighted with different colors 1 

  representing commercial properties in brown, residential 2 

  properties in blue, and public facilities represented in 3 

  purple.  No schools, places of worship, or cemeteries 4 

  would be displaced by any of the project alternatives. 5 

  Exhibits are located in the arena that depict the 6 

  required displacements for each of the Build 7 

  Alternatives. 8 

              For residential displacements, seven are 9 

  common to all the Build Alternatives.  These are located 10 

  near the southern terminus along Colonial Avenue and 11 

  Starks Street between Lamar Street and US-175 in the 12 

  southern terminus. 13 

              Each of the Build Alternatives will require 14 

  new right-of-way to construct the facility.  This slide 15 

  summarizes the right-of-way acreage required for each 16 

  Build Alternative and how much land is publicly owned 17 

  and how much is privately owned. 18 

              The publicly owned land generally 19 

  corresponds to city street right-of-way and city 20 

  parkland.  The Industrial Boulevard At-Grade Alternative 21 

  requires the greatest amount of private land at 212 22 

  acres, and the Combined Original 3A requires the least 23 

  at 103 acres.  The Split Riverside Alternative requires 24 

  the most public owned land at 388 acres with the 25 
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  Industrial Elevated requiring the least with 131 acres. 1 

              The total of the right-of-way requirements 2 

  range from a low of 252 acres for the Industrial 3 

  Elevated to a high of 495 acres for the Split Riverside 4 

  Alternative. 5 

              This slide summarizes the number of building 6 

  displacements.  The Industrial Elevated and the 7 

  Industrial At-Grade has the largest number of total 8 

  displacements with 297 and 247 respectively. 9 

  Residential displacements range from a high of 24 for 10 

  the Split Landside to a low of eight for the Combined 11 

  Alternatives. 12 

              Public facility displacements include a fire 13 

  station, sump pump stations, and DISD maintenance 14 

  facilities.  There are four public facilities 15 

  displacements for the Industrial At-Grade and Split 16 

  Landside Alternatives and three for the Industrial 17 

  Elevated.  The Interior River Alternatives have no 18 

  public facility impacts. 19 

              The Industrial Elevated Alternative has the 20 

  greatest number of relocations with 297, and the 21 

  Combined Original Alternative has the least with 31 22 

  displacements.  Ms. Sherri Turner will provide more 23 

  details on the number and types of displacements for 24 

  each alternative in her upcoming presentation. 25 
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              This slide shows the possible permits and 1 

  agreements that would be required in order to construct 2 

  one of the Build Alternatives and the issuing agency. 3 

  If one of the Industrial Boulevard Alternatives, or 4 

  Split Landside Alternatives is selected, then there may 5 

  be less permitting requirements related to 6 

  jurisdictional waters and floodplain impacts. 7 

              The development of mitigation plans and 8 

  monitoring program will be developed and refined during 9 

  the final design if a Build Alternative is recommended. 10 

  Some of the mitigation features that are shown on this 11 

  slide and include: 12 

              Noise walls; wetland restoration or 13 

  creation; vegetation plantings for habitat loss or 14 

  landscape enhancements; Section 4(f) historic structures 15 

  mitigation; pedestrian improvements, including trails 16 

  and sidewalks; and potential transit improvements 17 

  through coordination with DART to enhance transit 18 

  throughout the study area. 19 

              In summary, this presentation was an 20 

  overview of the project alternatives and descriptions of 21 

  some of the findings to date.  Each Build Alternative 22 

  has different effects on social, economic, and 23 

  environmental. 24 

              Based on our findings, the Trinity Parkway 25 
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  Build Alternatives would not result in unavoidable 1 

  adverse impacts that cannot be mitigated and therefore 2 

  reduced to a minimum. 3 

              If you would like to have more information 4 

  on these, or other topics or review the analysis of 5 

  findings, please refer to the DEIS. 6 

              I will now turn the presentation over to Ms. 7 

  Sherri Turner of NTTA's legal department to discuss the 8 

  right-of-way acquisition and relocation process. 9 

              MS. TURNER:  Thank you, David.  Good 10 

  evening, ladies and gentlemen.  I would like to take a 11 

  few minutes to present some information about the 12 

  right-of-way acquisition phase of the project. 13 

              Alternative 2A will displace 281 commercial 14 

  buildings and 13 single-family residences. 15 

              Alternative 2B will displace 234 commercial 16 

  buildings and 9 single-family residences. 17 

              Alternative 3A will displace 23 commercial 18 

  buildings and eight single-family residences. 19 

              Alternative 3B will displace 31 commercial 20 

  buildings and eight single-family residences. 21 

              Alternative 4 will displace 26 commercial 22 

  buildings and 13 single-family residences. 23 

              Alternative 5 would displace 35 commercial 24 

  buildings and 24 single-family residences. 25 
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              No churches or cemeteries will be displaced. 1 

              The following will describe the right-of-way 2 

  procedures: 3 

              Two booklets are available for you at the 4 

  right-of-way table at the back of this room.  One is 5 

  titled "The Purchase of Right-of-way" and the other one 6 

  is titled "Relocation Assistant." 7 

              If there is a possibility that a portion of 8 

  your property may be acquired and you did not pick up a 9 

  booklet, you may obtain copies at the right-of-way table 10 

  during the break. 11 

              These booklets contain a significant amount 12 

  of information.  Rather than try to cover all of this 13 

  material in detail this evening, I will acquaint you 14 

  with the most -- the answers to the most commonly asked 15 

  questions. 16 

              Before the right-of-way acquisition process 17 

  may begin, the acquiring entity must obtain 18 

  environmental clearance, interlocal agreements, and 19 

  approved right-of-way map and funding.  With the route 20 

  approved, maps and legal descriptions will be prepared 21 

  to show the amount of land to be acquired from each 22 

  affected property owner. 23 

              All of the land is to be used for public 24 

  purposes and will be acquired in the name of the 25 
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  acquiring entity.  Standard procedures for many projects 1 

  is that the local governments will be responsible for 2 

  real property and utility relocation. 3 

              Cost associated with the purchase of real 4 

  property will be the responsibility of the acquiring 5 

  entity.  All acquisitions must be conducted pursuant to 6 

  the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 7 

  Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 as amended. 8 

              The acquiring entity will order property 9 

  title information, five-year sales data, and preliminary 10 

  title commitments.  The acquiring entity then makes 11 

  pre-appraisal contacts with each property owner. 12 

              In order for the acquiring entity to 13 

  establish land values, the acquiring entity may employ 14 

  independent real estate appraisers to determine their 15 

  opinions of the fair market value for the part of each 16 

  owner's property to be acquired and possible damages to 17 

  the remainder. 18 

              The procedure is explained on Pages 3 and 4 19 

  of the "Purchase of Right-of-way" booklet.  The 20 

  appraisers will contact each owner before proceeding 21 

  with appraising their properties.  Each of you, as 22 

  owners, will be given an opportunity to accompany the 23 

  real estate appraiser on the inspection of your 24 

  property. 25 
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              Once the property is appraised and submitted 1 

  to the acquiring entity for review and approval, a 2 

  written offer will be made to you, the property owner. 3 

  The acquiring entity's acquisition agent presents the 4 

  offer to the property owner.  This offer will be based 5 

  on the amount of the approved appraised value, plus any 6 

  compensable damages to the remaining real property. 7 

              The acquiring entity will also provide 8 

  relocation assistance to those who are eligible.  The 9 

  decision of whether the offer is accepted or not, of 10 

  course, remains with the property owner. 11 

              An owner may wish to donate land for the 12 

  project for various reasons.  In these cases, the 13 

  appraisal process will not be necessary, provided the 14 

  property owner signs a waiver to waive their right to 15 

  receive fair market value in an appraisal of the 16 

  property.  This does not include donations at less than 17 

  fair market value or partial donations, which must be 18 

  appraised. 19 

              If the property owner chooses to receive 20 

  compensation for the needed right-of-way, then the 21 

  following are options available to the property owner. 22 

  The owner may accept the offer, submit a counter offer, 23 

  or reject the offer.  Also, as an option, the booklet 24 

  further describes a procedure by which right-of-way is 25 
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  acquired when the property owner does not agree with the 1 

  acquiring entity's determination of fair market value. 2 

              This procedure is known as eminent domain 3 

  and is described on Page 7 of "The Purchase of 4 

  Right-of-way" brochure.  When the owner accepts the 5 

  approved value, a deed and a memorandum of agreement are 6 

  prepared for the owner's signature.  The acquiring 7 

  entity will issue a check made out to the owner and the 8 

  title company.  The owner closes at the title company 9 

  and is then compensated for the newly acquired 10 

  right-of-way. 11 

              The owner may submit a counter offer if the 12 

  owner believes that the offer does not represent fair 13 

  market value.  The acquiring entity reviews the counter 14 

  offer and either accepts or rejects it.  If rejected, 15 

  the owner may still accept the original offer or eminent 16 

  domain proceedings may begin. 17 

              In eminent domain, the court appoints three 18 

  independent commissioners who themselves own land within 19 

  the county to hear the owner and the acquiring entity. 20 

  Based on the evidence presented, the commissioners will 21 

  decide their award to the owner. 22 

              The acquiring entity deposits the award, 23 

  which the owner may withdraw, in the registry of the 24 

  court, and at that point will take possession of the 25 
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  needed right-of-way.  If desired, either the owner or 1 

  the acquiring entity shall have the right to appeal the 2 

  commissioner's award. 3 

              Displaced businesses will be eligible for 4 

  business relocation benefits as outlined in the 5 

  relocation assistance brochure.  These benefits may 6 

  include personal property, moving costs, some business 7 

  re-establishment cost, or a fixed payment. 8 

              Displaced residences will be eligible for 9 

  moving expenses and may be eligible for replacement 10 

  housing payment, which is also explained in the 11 

  relocation assistance brochure.  Please note that an 12 

  individual or a family who is displaced will not be 13 

  required to move from their residence until at least one 14 

  comparable replacement dwelling has been made available. 15 

              These services will be personally explained 16 

  by a relocation counselor if it is determined that your 17 

  residence or business will have to relocate due to the 18 

  acquisition of your property. 19 

              Monetary payment for incidental expenses, 20 

  which are the owner's out-of-pocket expenses to convey 21 

  good title to the acquiring entity, may be eligible for 22 

  reimbursement and are applicable whether or not a 23 

  displacement occurs. 24 

              These benefits are applicable to all 25 
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  individuals, families, businesses, farmers, ranchers, 1 

  and nonprofit organizations, without regard to race, 2 

  color, religion, sex, or national origin.  This 3 

  information is contained in the relocation assistance 4 

  booklet. 5 

              If you believe a move may be necessary by 6 

  the proposed project, the acquiring entity will caution 7 

  you not to move before negotiations have begun unless 8 

  you first secure a written notice of intent to acquire 9 

  from the acquiring entity. 10 

              This must be done so as to avoid the 11 

  possibility of your loss of personal property relocation 12 

  benefits to which you may otherwise be eligible for 13 

  reimbursement by the acquiring entity. 14 

              Should a property owner that becomes 15 

  displaced be dissatisfied with any of the amounts 16 

  offered for relocation reimbursement, appeal processes 17 

  are available. 18 

              This concludes my presentation.  Thank you 19 

  for your attention.  Now you will hear from Chris again. 20 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you, Sherri.  Before we 21 

  recess, I would like to recognize Council member Ed 22 

  Oakley who's in attendance this evening.  I would also 23 

  like to recognize Barbara Maley with the Federal Highway 24 

  Administration.  And I misspoke earlier when I 25 
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  identified Jeff Hall as with North Central Texas Council 1 

  of Governments.  His correct name is Jeff Neal. 2 

              Have I overlooked any other elected 3 

  officials who are in attendance this evening? 4 

              Before we take a brief recess, I would like 5 

  to remind you that we will not attempt to answer your 6 

  question while you have the floor during the public 7 

  comment period.  This procedure is necessary so that 8 

  this hearing does not become a platform for public 9 

  debate and so that everyone will be given an opportunity 10 

  to speak. 11 

              We will be happy to answer your questions 12 

  during the recess or after the hearing.  Allow me to 13 

  reiterate that all written comments and questions 14 

  submitted tonight, and all verbal comments made to the 15 

  court reporters, will be addressed in and made part of 16 

  the final environmental impact statement.  This document 17 

  will then be made available for your review at the NTTA 18 

  office and other announced locations. 19 

              At this time, I would like to ask the 20 

  members of the study team to stand and proceed to their 21 

  stations.  They are available to answer your questions 22 

  and discuss your concerns regarding the project, and in 23 

  particular, for the exhibits where they are stationed. 24 

              If you are an elected official or concerned 25 
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  citizen who desires to make a statement, but who has not 1 

  completed a yellow speaker request form, please do so 2 

  and return it to the registration tables. 3 

              For your convenience, a stenographer is 4 

  located to my left and outside in the concourse.  This 5 

  court reporter is now available to take anyone's 6 

  statement if you so choose.  Please note that the 7 

  three-minute limit also applies to persons making 8 

  statements to this court reporter. 9 

              At this time, we will take a twenty-minute 10 

  recess and reconvene promptly at 7:45.  Thank you. 11 

              (Recess taken until 7:45 p.m.) 12 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Ladies and gentlemen, if you 13 

  will please be seated, we will reconvene the hearing. 14 

              Ladies and gentlemen, we have made our 15 

  presentation on the latest available information, and 16 

  now it is time for us to listen to your questions and 17 

  comments.  Please be aware that we will not attempt to 18 

  answer your question while you have the floor. 19 

              Before we begin the comment period, I would 20 

  like to recognize several other agency officials who are 21 

  in attendance this evening.  Mr. Bill Hale, Dallas 22 

  district engineer from TxDOT, with Brian Barth, also 23 

  with the Dallas district of the Texas Department of 24 

  Transportation; and from the Environmental Protection 25 
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  Agency, we have Mike Jansky and Bonnie Braganza.  I'd 1 

  like to thank you for attending this evening. 2 

              Some of you may not wish to make your 3 

  statement from the floor microphone.  Again, one of the 4 

  court reporters is available to take your comments and 5 

  this stenographer is located as shown in your program. 6 

  Your written statements will also being accepted tonight 7 

  and for ten calendar days following this hearing. 8 

              For those of you who wish to submit a 9 

  written comment tonight, a box has been placed on the 10 

  registration tables.  Questions and comments may be 11 

  mailed to delivered to the NTTA office located at 5900 12 

  West Plano Parkway, Suite 100, Plano, Texas, 75026. 13 

              All of your statements, comments, and 14 

  questions will be given full consideration before final 15 

  design features are determined.  Furthermore, all 16 

  information developed in regard to the proposed design 17 

  is available for public inspection and copying.  To be 18 

  included in the final document and be made part of the 19 

  official project record, any written statements, and/or 20 

  exhibits, must be received at the NTTA's Plano office by 21 

  or postmarked on April 8, 2005. 22 

              Please note you will not receive a direct 23 

  written response to either your written or oral comments 24 

  and question. 25 
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              We have a number of persons who would like 1 

  to make official comments this evening.  For the 2 

  official transcript, please state your name and address 3 

  whenever you take the floor before proceeding with your 4 

  statements. 5 

              As I stated at the beginning of the hearing, 6 

  we will hear from our elected officials in attendance 7 

  tonight first.  If you are an elected official and have 8 

  not registered your intention to speak by completing the 9 

  yellow speaker form, please raise your hand and a form 10 

  will be brought to you for you to complete and then 11 

  delivered to me. 12 

              If you have exhibits, reports, petitions, 13 

  etcetera, that you wish entered into the record as part 14 

  of your remarks, please give these to me or to Ms. Karen 15 

  Madison-Ponds, and, Karen, if you would stand.  If you 16 

  would give these to Ms. Karen Madison-Ponds, she will 17 

  pass them to me and I will attach them to your speaker 18 

  request form.  These attachments may be sent in later, 19 

  but must be delivered or postmarked by April 8th. 20 

              We will begin with the Honorable Ed Oakley 21 

  with the Dallas City Council.  Is Council member Oakley 22 

  present?  All right.  We'll come back to him. 23 

              The first speaker, then, will be Mr. Bob 24 

  Darrouzet who will be followed by John Clark.  Bob 25 
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  Darrouzet.  John Clark. 1 

              As I stated, our first speaker will be 2 

  Council member Ed Oakley with the Dallas City Council. 3 

              COUNCILMAN OAKLEY:  Actually, I am just here 4 

  to address the crowd, so I'm going to turn around.  On 5 

  behalf of the Mayor and the Dallas City Council, who 6 

  cannot be here, my name is Ed Oakley.  I currently serve 7 

  as the chair of the Dallas City Council Trinity River 8 

  Committee. 9 

              I also am speaking as a resident of the City 10 

  of Dallas, and I would like to echo the Mayor's 11 

  comments.  The economic and developmental funding is an 12 

  exciting part of the Trinity River Corridor Project. 13 

  But it won't happen if we don't make some transportation 14 

  progress.  When it's time a new business to form or for 15 

  existing businesses to grow or relocate, the 16 

  transportation situation figures into the decisions of 17 

  where we set up shop. 18 

              Interest has already been generated along 19 

  the Corridor for the development of this roadway, and it 20 

  is definitely a catalyst.  The decision on which 21 

  alignment will be carried forward in this EIS must be 22 

  made now.  We have a deadline of March of '07 to 23 

  complete the EIS.  If we miss this deadline, the EIS has 24 

  to be redone, delaying not only this project, but future 25 
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  transportation projects like Pegasus and our Trinity 1 

  Lakes, the Southern Gateway, and many other projects. 2 

  It's time to move forward with this crucial project and 3 

  I offer my support for the Combined and Modified 3B as 4 

  it develops for the corridor. 5 

              This -- we have a Council Committee that is 6 

  appointed by the Mayor made up of half of the Dallas 7 

  City Council members.  We meet twice a month.  This same 8 

  proposal, this same information, will be presented to 9 

  the Council Committee on April 6th, I believe, and this 10 

  moves on to the Council on April 13th so we definitely 11 

  need your input. 12 

              This has had hundreds of meetings, thousands 13 

  and thousands of hours.  We are here to listen to what 14 

  you have to say and your concerns.  If you want to raise 15 

  concerns further -- that's the reason I was late.  I had 16 

  some folks that were raising concerns.  Come to the 17 

  Council Trinity Committee.  With that, I will close. 18 

  Thank you. 19 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you, Council member. 20 

  Is Mr. Bob Darrouzet -- he left. 21 

              Mr. John Clark.  Mr. Robert, and I'm going 22 

  to spell the last name, G-O-L-B-E-P-C.  Following 23 

  Mr. Goldberg -- I'm sorry.  I couldn't read your 24 

  writing.  Following Mr. Goldberg will be Nora Czigan. 25 
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              SPEAKER:  I'm Robert Goldberg, 4305 South 1 

  Lamar.  I'm a landowner on Lamar street.  We are 2 

  definitely against 2A and 2B, and we could live with the 3 

  other four appraisals. 4 

              First of all, 2A and 2B would be much more 5 

  costly than the other four Alternatives.  Going down 6 

  Lamar Street and Industrial would displace a lot of 7 

  homes, churches, and businesses, whereby the route along 8 

  the levee and the Union Pacific Railroad would cause a 9 

  lot less problems as far as property. 10 

              Along the levees there are fewer landowners 11 

  than along Lamar and Industrial.  There are a lot of 12 

  individual businesses along Lamar and Industrial, and 13 

  there are fewer owners along the levee, and they would 14 

  not be as expensive to purchase by the City. 15 

              The other thing is if the highway came down 16 

  Lamar Street, there would be a noise factor to all the 17 

  homes that are on Lamar.  And, also, especially if it 18 

  was elevated on Lamar Street, the highway would look 19 

  down on these homes, and it wouldn't be -- it would be a 20 

  real big problem for all the homeowners. 21 

              So I cannot see where the staff or the 22 

  Council would vote for 2A or 2B for all these reasons. 23 

  Thank you. 24 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  The next speaker 25 



 

Appendix G-4 / Page 74               TRINITY PARKWAY 

  will be Nora, and I'm going to spell your last name, 1 

  C-Z-I-G-A-N.  Is she present? 2 

              All right.  The next speaker will be Karen 3 

  Walz followed by Warren Rutherford. 4 

              SPEAKER:  Good evening.  My name is Karen 5 

  Walz, and I'm here this evening on behalf of the Trinity 6 

  Trust.  The Trinity Trust is a nonprofit organization 7 

  with the mission of raising private funds and public 8 

  support to revitalize the Trinity River Corridor.  It 9 

  was created in 2004 to raise approximately $50 million 10 

  in private funding to support enhanced project 11 

  components identified in the balance vision plan. 12 

              During the Trinity River Urban Design and 13 

  Transportation Study that resulted in the Balanced 14 

  Vision plan, many prior studies were reviewed, and a 15 

  team of local and national experts conducted an 16 

  intensive effort to create a plan that meets the area's 17 

  transportation needs, as well as other community 18 

  objectives. 19 

              That review made it clear that additional 20 

  transportation capacity is needed in this area and that 21 

  it cannot be provided without some kind of additional 22 

  roadway in the Trinity Corridor.  We believe that the 23 

  DEIS Alternative 3B provides that needed capacity in a 24 

  way that also supports the important objectives of 25 
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  economic and environmental restoration, community and 1 

  economic development, recreation and open space 2 

  provision, and flood control. 3 

              The Trinity Parkway is one necessary 4 

  component in the revitalization of the Trinity Corridor 5 

  Area of Dallas.  Located and designed appropriately, it 6 

  should support the community's other objectives, as well 7 

  as transportation. 8 

              We believe the concepts presented in the 9 

  Balanced Vision Plan, which are represented in this DEIS 10 

  by Alternative 3B achieves all those objectives.  It's 11 

  our support for this vision that makes the Trinity Trust 12 

  willing to take on the challenge of raising private 13 

  funding for enhancements that complement public 14 

  improvements. 15 

              The revitalized Trinity River Corridor will 16 

  change the way we live in Dallas.  It is essential that 17 

  we move forward with this vision.  To do this we 18 

  encourage the selection of Alternative 3B as the 19 

  preferred alternative for the Parkway. 20 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  The next speaker 21 

  will be Mr. Warren Rutherford, who will be followed by 22 

  Richard Schumacher.  Mr. Rutherford. 23 

              Is Mr. Richard Schumacher in attendance? 24 

  Thank you.  Please state your name and address before 25 
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  you make your comments. 1 

              SPEAKER:  Richard Schumacher, 6026 Yellow 2 

  Rock Trail, Dallas.  First two questions for the record: 3 

  How long would it take to prepare the NEPA document? 4 

  And does your analysis include the effects of more 5 

  expensive vehicle fuel for 2025? 6 

              Industrial Boulevard Alternative 2B is the 7 

  alternative which is most compatible with the 8 

  development of the Trinity River Park and does the most 9 

  to enhance the quality of life in and around Central 10 

  Dallas.  The commercial displacement for this 11 

  alternative is of benefit because they would remove 12 

  sources of air pollution downtown, and as pointed out, 13 

  cleans up a number of hazardous material sites. 14 

              Alternatives 3, 4 and 5 all send a clear 15 

  message that we are not serious about developing the 16 

  Trinity River Park because those alternatives would 17 

  diminish the value of this project.  This project is 18 

  worth building, and we want to have the enjoyable park, 19 

  and we must choose to Build Alternative 2B. 20 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  Mr. James Paris. 21 

  Is he in attendance?  Following Mr. Paris will be 22 

  Mr. Campbell Read. 23 

              SPEAKER:  My name is James Paris and I am 24 

  the owner of a piece of property at 100 Parkhouse.  And 25 



TRINITY PARKWAY          Appendix G-4 / Page 77 

  I see on the back schedule there No. 3B is scheduled to 1 

  be eliminated.  And I wanted to request that since the 2 

  City made the request to do away with the looped 3 

  on-ramps at Continental that the building owners make a 4 

  request that if you can make the City happy, try to make 5 

  me happy, and do 3B in a way that does not take my 6 

  property. 7 

              And I kind of worked through who to talk to 8 

  on that.  So I'm generally asking, how does that happen 9 

  and what recourse do we have, or is there a possibility 10 

  to look at that intersection in the planning stages and 11 

  try to keep my property?  And if the state needs to take 12 

  my property, I would rather they not take all of it 13 

  since they only need about 40 feet. 14 

              We have 40 parking spaces in the Design 15 

  District.  As we all know, the Design District parking 16 

  is very -- at a premium.  So if they need to take the 17 

  building, I'd like to keep the rest of the property as a 18 

  parking lot. 19 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  Next speaker will 20 

  be Mr. Campbell Read.  Please state your name and 21 

  address.  Following Mr. Read will be Mr. Jim Flood. 22 

              SPEAKER:  My name is Campbell Read, 5839 23 

  Monticello, Dallas.  I represent the Texas Committee on 24 

  Natural Resources, which is a statewide environmental 25 
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  organization, T-Com for short. 1 

              T-Com opposes the construction of a 2 

  high-speed toll road within or partially within the 3 

  floodway.  With the exception of the No-Build option, 4 

  the Alternatives listed in the DEIS produce urban 5 

  sprawl, favor pollution of the air and water near 6 

  downtown Dallas and the floodway, increase the risk of 7 

  flooding, reduce the natural areas of open space and 8 

  oxygen producing trees. 9 

              Comment period:  The DEIS is an extremely 10 

  lengthy document and a few members of interested 11 

  citizenry have easy access.  The comment period is 12 

  therefore inadequate and should be extended. 13 

              Hydraulics:  There is no analysis, or 14 

  detailed analysis, of the effect on flooding of this 15 

  construction of any of the alternative options.  It is 16 

  insufficient for NTTA and its consultants one and only 17 

  roadway option to be chosen as the locally preferred 18 

  plan. 19 

              Neither the Dallas City Council, nor its 20 

  staff, nor interested citizen groups can adequately make 21 

  a fully informed choice without this crucial data being 22 

  presented for every option.  The facts, including cost 23 

  index, should be evaluated for every option before a 24 

  local preferred plan is chosen. 25 
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              Lower scale improvements not considered: 1 

  NTTA consultants requiring the construction of six to 2 

  eight lanes of toll road in or by the Dallas Floodway. 3 

  NTTA should examine the transportation improvements for 4 

  the lesser scale that can encourage development by 5 

  preserving neighborhood improvement or green space, 6 

  alternatives such as widening and beautifying Industrial 7 

  Boulevard, for example, four lanes or median cross-over 8 

  strips and evaluating costs for such an alternative the 9 

  DEIS has been restricted.  NTTA has consistently refused 10 

  to consider this option. 11 

              Failure to evaluate all costs:  The DEIS 12 

  failed to evaluate all the economic costs for the 13 

  various toll alternatives.  The related projects such as 14 

  ramp access points park and conveyance.  How much do 15 

  they cost?  How much will bridges cost?  Raise the same 16 

  question regarding levee embankment construction, storm 17 

  water pollution prevention, toll plazas, and 18 

  interchanges. 19 

              NEPA requirements not met:  Both NEPA and 20 

  Federal Highway Administration regulations require NTTA 21 

  and its consultants to evaluate all connected project 22 

  components in a single EIS.  This DEIS is part of the 23 

  overall failure of governmental entities, including the 24 

  City of Dallas, as well as NTTA and TxDOT, do just that. 25 
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  The most failure Dallas extension downstream from the 1 

  Floodway in 1998.  Part of an effort to fragment connect 2 

  a project clearly is a single project. 3 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Excuse me, Mr. Read, your 4 

  three minutes are up.  Could you wrap your statements 5 

  up, please. 6 

              SPEAKER:  I apologize.  Thank you.  I have 7 

  more comments and I'll submit them. 8 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  Mr. Jim Flood, 9 

  who will be followed by Jeffrey Neal. 10 

              SPEAKER:  Are these comments being taped? 11 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Yes, sir. 12 

              SPEAKER:  My name is Jim Flood, F-L-O-O-D, 13 

  221 Acres Drive, Dallas.  I would like to ask, 14 

  particularly for us folks who work full-time and have 15 

  full schedules, voluntary, and this document is quite 16 

  lengthy, and it's a bit cumbersome using a CD-ROM, even 17 

  with high-speed desktop computer, so I would like to ask 18 

  for the comment period to be extended, please. 19 

              Also the only sensible alternative for the 20 

  sake of recreation is the No-Build Alternative.  Thank 21 

  you. 22 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  Mr. Jeffrey Neal, 23 

  who will be followed by Robert Meckfessel. 24 

              SPEAKER:  My name is Jeffrey Neal, 616 Six 25 
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  Flags Drive, Arlington, Texas.  I'm a senior 1 

  transportation planner with the North Central Texas 2 

  Council of Governments.  I'm here tonight to submit two 3 

  letters into the public record for the Trinity River 4 

  Project.  The first is written by Mr. Michael Morris, 5 

  Director of Transportation for NCTCOG, and it reads as 6 

  follows: 7 

              I would like to offer my congratulations to 8 

  the North Texas Tollway Authority on achieving this 9 

  milestone in the development of the Trinity Parkway 10 

  Project.  It is due to the continued cooperation of all 11 

  of the agencies and local governments that this project 12 

  is growing closer to implementation. 13 

              The agreed-upon configuration currently 14 

  being proposed and documented in the Draft Environmental 15 

  Impact Statement, Alternative 3B, which is staged 16 

  six-lane Combined Parkway Modified Alternative from 17 

  SH-183, IH-35E to US-175/SH-310 is the result of an 18 

  extensive public involvement and agency coordination 19 

  effort. 20 

              I strongly encourage you to continue with 21 

  these efforts in the subsequent final EIS process as 22 

  well as the detailed design and engineering phases. 23 

  North Central Texas Council of Governments' staff will 24 

  continue to provide any information or services 25 
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  necessary to expedite the Trinity Parkway as a toll 1 

  facility.  Sincerely, Michael Morris. 2 

              The second letter I'd like to read briefly 3 

  is sent by Commissioner Jack Hatchell, who is the 4 

  Chairman of the Regional Transportation Council.  It 5 

  reads as follows. 6 

              The North Central Texas Council of 7 

  Governments has reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact 8 

  Statement titled Trinity Parkway from IH-35E/SH-183 to 9 

  US-175/SH-310, Dallas County, Texas for the proposed 10 

  Trinity Parkway Project. 11 

              The recommended alternative description, a 12 

  staged six-lane limited access tollway, is consistent 13 

  with the design concept and scope assumed in the current 14 

  conforming Metropolitan Transportation Plan, Mobility 15 

  2025, The Metropolitan Transportation Plan, 2004 Update. 16 

  The same design concept and scope is also contained in 17 

  the soon-to-be-adopted Metropolitan Transportation Plan 18 

  titled Mobility 2025, the Metropolitan Transportation 19 

  Plan, Amended April 2005. 20 

              Congratulations on achieving this milestone 21 

  in the development of the Trinity Parkway.  This concept 22 

  has been shown to have substantial mobility benefits for 23 

  not just the City of Dallas and the Dallas Central 24 

  Business District, but for the entire Dallas-Fort Worth 25 
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  region as many other corridor improvements are 1 

  contingent on the construction of the Trinity Parkway. 2 

  The Regional Transportation Council supports the 3 

  continued development and expedited implementation of 4 

  this project. 5 

              Please call Michael Morris at area code 6 

  (817) 695-9240 or Dan Lamers, area code (817) 695-9263 7 

  if we can be of continued assistance in moving this 8 

  project forward.  Sincerely, Jack Hatchell, Collin 9 

  County Commissioner.  Thank you very much. 10 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Mr. Robert Meckfessel will be 11 

  followed by Mr. Charles Allen. 12 

              SPEAKER:  Thank you.  My name is Robert 13 

  Meckfessel.  I reside at 3007 Maple Avenue, Dallas, 14 

  Texas.  I am pleased to be here tonight as president of 15 

  the Trinity Commons Foundation, a community based 16 

  nonprofit organization dedicated to maintaining progress 17 

  of and quality of an overall Trinity River Project. 18 

              Trinity Commons Foundation supports Option 19 

  3B, the combined Parkway modified as an integral 20 

  component of the Balanced Vision Plan.  The Balanced 21 

  Vision Plan enjoys broad support both within the city 22 

  and within the community at large, and we applaud it for 23 

  that reason. 24 

              Our support also includes support for the 25 



 

Appendix G-4 / Page 84               TRINITY PARKWAY 

  division for four lanes from downtown to Highway 175 for 1 

  the future increase to six lines should the traffic 2 

  justify it.  Thank you. 3 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  Mr. Charles Allen 4 

  will be the next speaker, who will be followed by Tim 5 

  Dalbey. 6 

              SPEAKER:  Charles Allen, 615 South Montclair 7 

  in Dallas.  I'm the owner of Trinity River Expeditions, 8 

  and I'm also the secretary of Save Open Space of Dallas 9 

  County.  And we'd like to say that we are opposed to 10 

  this project.  This will be followed by a letter to that 11 

  effect from SOS.  It threatens flooding in the Central 12 

  Business District and Central Dallas by taking flood 13 

  protection benefits of the Dallas Floodway for granted. 14 

              This will have a negative impact to the 15 

  recreation potential of the Trinity River Greenbelt and 16 

  will have negative impact on the air and water quality. 17 

  The DEIS is remarkably lacking in detail concerning the 18 

  effect on the environment.  The impacts to that 19 

  environment are not described adequately and require 20 

  mitigation measures that are not listed at all. 21 

              The hydraulic information necessary to make 22 

  an informed selection of an alternative is not presently 23 

  in this document.  We need this information at this 24 

  point in the process.  Later there will not be an 25 
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  opportunity for public input or participation.  And the 1 

  necessary hydraulic and other information now will be 2 

  provided for a single alternative, if at all. 3 

              This document does not indicate a preferred 4 

  alternative, which indicates to me that this DEIS is 5 

  being published too early in the process. 6 

              This document is extremely lengthy, and at 7 

  over 800 pages, it takes time for the public to study it 8 

  adequately, even considering the lack of important 9 

  details. 10 

              I ask for an extension of the comment period 11 

  in order to properly study and prepare intelligent 12 

  comments on the proposal at hand.  If I have to express 13 

  a preference for an alternative, a No-Build Alternative 14 

  would be the one that I would express preference for. 15 

              The Pegasus Project should be able to handle 16 

  all the transportation improvements, and if directed to 17 

  do that, they can undertake that and do it successfully. 18 

  Failing the No-Build Alternative, Alternative 2A or 2B 19 

  would be preferable to any of the other alternatives. 20 

  Thank you. 21 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  Mr. Tim Dalbey 22 

  will be the next speaker, who will be followed by Ms. 23 

  Gina Norris. 24 

              SPEAKER:  My name is Tim Dalbey, 2719 Santa 25 
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  Cruz Drive, Dallas, Texas.  I'm opposed to the project, 1 

  the alignments.  This really isn't an EIS.  This is more 2 

  like a planning document, but you can say so. 3 

              I got a problem with MIS money and MIP money 4 

  and vested interest in this project is sort of a 5 

  conflict of interest for them to be doing this project 6 

  and writing this planning report. 7 

              There's no mitigation because you have no 8 

  plan, no locally preferred alternative, even though the 9 

  City paid for 3B.  Some people are of the opinion that 10 

  they don't want 2A or 2B because they don't want it to 11 

  go down Lamar.  All of these plans go down Lamar. 12 

              There's no mitigation because you have no 13 

  impact.  It's hard to read.  It's hard to judge.  It's 14 

  hard to speak to any alternative or talk to six 15 

  alternatives. 16 

              You've left out the matter of final 17 

  published record.  You've left out all the floor plans 18 

  for all your maps for the DEIS.  I would think you'd put 19 

  those in there because you're going to build the sumps 20 

  and the levees that they're going to build. 21 

              The walls you build -- one reason they're 22 

  building a big 15 billion big dig in Boston was because 23 

  it bifurcated the city and completely destroyed all of 24 

  the public and economic benefits and so they decided to 25 
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  put it in the ground to the tune of $15 billion. 1 

              This one proposes to do the same thing that 2 

  Boston had.  So I think there's some alternatives you 3 

  could do.  You could put DART rail to hook it up to the 4 

  TRE down from 310 all the way and hook up to the TRE. 5 

  You could also probably try to think about putting the 6 

  2A, 2B alignments sub-grade instead of building them 7 

  at-grade.  It's going to be quite a visual, bad visual 8 

  seen there.  So you could look at possibly going to 9 

  sub-surface on Lamar like they did for Central 10 

  Expressway.  I'll just stop there.  Most of my comments 11 

  end right here. 12 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  Next speaker will 13 

  be Ms. Gina Norris, who will be followed by Joe Wells. 14 

              SPEAKER:  Hello.  My name is Gina Norris. 15 

  I'm at 3641 Mockingbird Lane, and I'm here to represent 16 

  the Trammel Crow family.  I'm the managing director for 17 

  their businesses that they call Crow Holdings.  Trammel 18 

  Crow and his family have been stakeholders in Dallas and 19 

  as a whole in the lower Stemmons area for over fifty 20 

  years. 21 

              Starting back in the late 1950s, Mr. Crow 22 

  built some of the businesses that have helped Dallas 23 

  grow, businesses such as the Dallas Market Center, the 24 

  Anatole and buildings in the Design District.  And he 25 
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  really dreamed big.  Mr. Crow was a big dreamer, and he 1 

  never dreamed that we would have the thorny traffic 2 

  stalls that we have on lower Stemmons today. 3 

              The traffic issue on lower Stemmons has 4 

  become a real hindrance.  It's become a problem for air 5 

  quality for a several-county area.  It's become a 6 

  problem with respect to growing businesses in the heart 7 

  of Dallas. 8 

              And we have studied the issue pretty 9 

  closely.  We've looked closely at the reconstruction of 10 

  I-35 and this Trinity Parkway Project.  We support the 11 

  Option 3B.  We think that the Option 3B, the Combined 12 

  Parkway on the downtown side, six lanes from 183 to 13 

  downtown, and then four lanes below that, is very 14 

  important.  We think it's an essential reliever route 15 

  right now to be built so that we can get started on the 16 

  lower Stemmons project. 17 

              We also think that the Trinity Parkway 18 

  followed by the I-35 construction is absolutely vital to 19 

  promoting continued growth in Dallas neighborhoods and 20 

  businesses.  We believe it's critical that the Trinity 21 

  Parkway get started now.  Thank you. 22 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  The next speaker 23 

  will be Joe Wells, who will be followed by Carolyn 24 

  Davis. 25 
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              SPEAKER:  I'm Joe Wells.  I represent the 1 

  Dallas Sierra Club.  My address is 4243 Hill Top Lane, 2 

  Grand Prairie, Texas.  The Sierra Club has already 3 

  submitted a written request for an extended comment 4 

  period and we reiterate that request. 5 

              Dallas Sierra Club is opposed to 6 

  construction of high-speed, limited access toll roads 7 

  within the Dallas Trinity River Floodway.  The Trinity 8 

  River Parkway Alternatives as proposed in the EIS are 9 

  sprawling increasing, air and water polluting, flood 10 

  increasing, forest, park, and neighborhood restoring, 11 

  taxpayer, money wasting, 1950s approaching addressing 12 

  21st century transportation and development challenges. 13 

              The only alternative described in the 14 

  Trinity Parkway DEIS that could be supported by the 15 

  Dallas Sierra Club is the No-Build Alternative.  I would 16 

  note that however that citizens for the last ten years 17 

  have suggested smaller scope improvements to existing 18 

  transportation corridors, particularly Industrial and 19 

  Lamar, which we think would simulate the kind of top 20 

  quality new urban and mixed use development that would 21 

  be high quality development for Dallas and which would 22 

  actually reduce the need for broader use of 80 or 23 

  100,000 vehicle a day trips in automobiles.  We think 24 

  that's the direction that Dallas wants to take, not a 25 
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  1950s freeway and certainly not one in a floodway. 1 

              The preservation of open space improving air 2 

  quality and water quality establishing a high quality 3 

  recreational greenway along the Trinity River have all 4 

  been secondary to creating this 100,000 capacity vehicle 5 

  freeway within a floodway. 6 

              The project places six to eight lines of 7 

  toll road in adjacent neighborhoods and taking the 8 

  businesses' right-of-way in West Dallas along Industrial 9 

  as a means to support for the floodway location.  In 10 

  other words, the alternatives that are studied in the 11 

  EIS are not practical alternatives, and that's known. 12 

              The entire EIS is promoting the idea of 13 

  high-volume toll roads within the floodway.  Dallas 14 

  needs new approaches to reduce single-occupancy vehicle 15 

  trips. 16 

              Some specific concerns with respect to the 17 

  DEIS:  All connected components of Trinity Parkway 18 

  should be fully evaluated with respect to cost and 19 

  environmental impacts.  We would like to know that the 20 

  Floodway Alternatives, specifically the hydraulic 21 

  impacts, are going to be deferred supplemental EIS and 22 

  consider the full cost of a project without identifying 23 

  them. 24 

              And we would note that the Federal Highway 25 
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  regulations and NEPA require that one EIS consider all 1 

  the impacts for the alternatives.  Air quality impacts 2 

  are not adequately analyzed specific exhibitions. 3 

              Nine point pollution:  You say you used best 4 

  practices, but the best practice does not put the 5 

  freeway in the floodway. 6 

              Air toxics and environmental justice:  This 7 

  highway is going to expose neighborhoods to more 8 

  dissecting of neighborhoods to a higher level of air 9 

  toxics than we currently have and generates which is 10 

  based on research defined in this state.  We've 11 

  submitted some written comments as well and continue to 12 

  ask for an extension of the comment period. 13 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  The next speaker 14 

  will be Carolyn Davis, who will be followed by David 15 

  Gray. 16 

              SPEAKER:  My name is Carolyn Davis.  I live 17 

  at 2611 Burger Avenue in the South Dallas Fair Park 18 

  area.  I'm co-chair of the Alliance of the South Dallas 19 

  Fair Park area, and I have several concerns. 20 

              First of all, our first concern is the 21 

  Riverside, which is the south alignment, and I'll come 22 

  back to that. 23 

              The community needs to be more involved in 24 

  the impact of the neighborhood, especially SM Wright 25 
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  Freeway, that's one.  I think the community needs a more 1 

  visualized impact of how this could look, this No. 2. 2 

              No. 3, we talked about job creation down at 3 

  TR Hoover.  We never did get an update on any type of 4 

  job creation that this highway, roadway, or tollway 5 

  could impact the neighborhood. 6 

              We started talking about the six lanes to 7 

  four lanes.  The neighborhood needs a better 8 

  understanding of the impact of the six lane, four lanes 9 

  in the South Dallas Fair Park neighborhood. 10 

              We talked about the tollway.  We would like 11 

  to see the tollway as it crosses over Lamar, either 12 

  accessibility to the on and off ramp of the roadway. 13 

  That's another concern we have. 14 

              We have a -- we would like a high level of 15 

  urban design to go into the road south of Martin Luther 16 

  King.  That's another concern that we have.  We would 17 

  like an urban design planner to ensure that economic 18 

  impact would benefit the tollway to South Lamar 19 

  corridor. 20 

              The other concerns that we have, and the 21 

  next one is definitely we need another meeting set up. 22 

  We would like to have another meeting set up to talk 23 

  about the 3B.  Of course I understand the 3B has less 24 

  displacement as 2A and 2B, especially in the residential 25 
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  area. 1 

              We also need some more information on 2 

  displacement on the Lamar Corridor.  The other thing is 3 

  the EIS impact.  We need to have some more information 4 

  on the EIS impact on SM Wright plus the Lamar area.  And 5 

  we would like to have another meeting in the South 6 

  Dallas Fair Park area.  I'm going to CC Senator Royce 7 

  West; Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson; State 8 

  Representative Terry Hobbs; and we will also CC Council 9 

  member Leo Chambers.  Thank you so much. 10 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  The next speaker 11 

  will be Mr. David Gray, who will be followed by Al 12 

  Petrasek. 13 

              SPEAKER:  I'm David Gray, 9432 Viewside 14 

  Drive, and I've not had a chance to examine the four 15 

  inches of material of the Draft EIS.  We're working 16 

  full-time, and in addition to that, I've just recently 17 

  started a remodeling project so I'd like to respectfully 18 

  request an extension of the comment period. 19 

              What we have here is a story of a river and 20 

  a freeway.  The river is a natural -- the only natural 21 

  feature in Dallas.  It provides open space, the 22 

  potential for trails and recreation, soccer fields, 23 

  hiking and biking.  These are the kinds of things that 24 

  the citizens of Dallas envision for the use of their 25 
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  river. 1 

              The river obviously has no commercial 2 

  constituency and is defenseless in the face of 3 

  overbearing development.  The citizens of Dallas have 4 

  expressed the desire to embrace their river, to bring it 5 

  to life, to try and restore some of the original beauty 6 

  and to use it as a recreational and an open space asset. 7 

              This is what Fort Worth has done.  Their 8 

  Trinity Park is a delightful place to experience the 9 

  open outside, as well as a place for people to gather, 10 

  and they have also developed a number of cultural and 11 

  horticultural amenities along that river parkway. 12 

  They've embraced their river. 13 

              This park -- this toll road, this freeway 14 

  through our river is a disgrace to our river.  This is 15 

  the wrong type of solution to a transportation problem 16 

  in this century.  We should be investing in livable 17 

  communities and attracting local new development within 18 

  the City of Dallas.  We should be investing in mass 19 

  transit and parks and making the city an attractive 20 

  place to live, inviting people to live here in the city 21 

  and not drive by at high speeds going somewhere else. 22 

              This is the wrong kind of solution because, 23 

  as this document shows, it's going to reduce the average 24 

  speed from 35 miles an hour to 33 miles an hour.  Oh, 25 
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  boy, that's really going to help me out.  And many of us 1 

  have traveled along these side streets, Industrial in 2 

  particular, during rush hour and had no trouble getting 3 

  through to our destination. 4 

              The tollway in a floodway is not a good 5 

  idea.  A toll road along Lamar/Industrial is not a good 6 

  idea.  Nobody wants a toll road next to them.  Nobody, 7 

  including commuters, joggers, picnickers, hikers, 8 

  bikers. 9 

              What we need is a win-win situation, a 10 

  low-speed parkway, which is not available in this DEIS. 11 

  I can't believe that people are still saying that we 12 

  have to build the Trinity Parkway in order for us to 13 

  build the Pegasus Project.  The Central Expressway 14 

  project was completed without a reliever, and currently 15 

  the high-five is being completed without any kind of 16 

  reliever. 17 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Excuse me, Mr. Gray, your 18 

  time has expired.  Would you conclude your remarks. 19 

              SPEAKER:  A high-speed toll road is 20 

  unnecessary, too expensive, too destructive, and 21 

  unfriendly to a vibrant downtown and will further divide 22 

  our city. 23 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  The next speaker 24 

  will be Mr. Al Petrasek, who will be followed by Ms. 25 
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  Diane Ragsdale. 1 

              SPEAKER:  Good evening.  My name is Al 2 

  Petrasek and I live at 6308 Courtland Drive in Plano, 3 

  and this evening I'm here to support alignment 4 

  Alternative 3B.  I have been working on the Trinity 5 

  River Corridor since about 1970 along with hundreds of 6 

  citizen volunteers that have participated in numerous 7 

  meetings and have collectively invested tens of 8 

  thousands of personal hours in the Trinity. 9 

              The Trinity was placed on a program in 1989 10 

  and the citizens of that program.  After that program 11 

  for the Trinity was developed, the program consisted of 12 

  flood protection, transportation, recreation, economic 13 

  development, and environmental stewardship. 14 

              The project that we're discussing tonight is 15 

  in fact the linchpin in the Trinity, and without this 16 

  transportation component, the overall program in the 17 

  City will suffer.  Because of the leadership of Mayor 18 

  Laura Miller a good project has been turned into a great 19 

  program. 20 

              We now have the opportunity to move forward 21 

  with the most important public works program in the 22 

  history of Dallas.  This program will shape our city for 23 

  the rest of the 21st century and beyond and it is 24 

  critical that we get it right. 25 
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              As noted, this project has been the subject 1 

  of the most expensive public participation program in 2 

  our history, and that is very appropriate, considering 3 

  the impact of the Trinity on the city.  Much discussion 4 

  has revolved around the alignment of the Parkway, and 5 

  each one of the alternatives has its pros and cons, but 6 

  it is critical that we realize the selected alignment 7 

  must support the needs of transportation, flood 8 

  protection, economic growth, environmental stewardship 9 

  and recreation. 10 

              We're not just building a roadway.  This is 11 

  truly a multi-use corridor, and that consideration be 12 

  given to the long-range impacts of the selected 13 

  alignment.  Of the alignments alternatives evaluated, 14 

  the Alignment Alternative 3B, the Combined Parkway 15 

  Alignment, is the best for Dallas and the region. 16 

              This alternative provides improved regional 17 

  transportation and will help solve problems.  This 18 

  alternative enhances development on both sides of the 19 

  Trinity.  This alternative provides construction of 20 

  wetlands in the floodway, which are key environmental 21 

  assets. 22 

              This alternative creates opportunities for 23 

  recreational facilities, strengthens the levee system of 24 

  Dallas, improving flood protection for the city.  This 25 
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  is the right alignment for transportation.  This is the 1 

  right alignment for economic development.  This is the 2 

  right alignment for recreation.  This is the right 3 

  alignment for the environment.  This is the right 4 

  alignment for flood protection.  This is the right 5 

  alignment for Dallas.  Special thanks to Mayor Laura 6 

  Miller.  But there's much more to be done.  Selecting 7 

  Alternative 3B is the next step to building Dallas in 8 

  the 21st century.  Thank you. 9 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  The next speaker 10 

  will be Ms. Diane Ragsdale. 11 

              SPEAKER:  Good evening, my friends.  First 12 

  of all, I want to make two comments related to the 13 

  alternatives. 14 

              First and foremost, in my opinion, the best 15 

  option is the Riverside option.  The Industrial option 16 

  that goes down Lamar divides the community and also it 17 

  is elevated.  And so strongly we oppose the Industrial 18 

  option and we support the Riverside option.  That's No. 19 

  1. 20 

              No. 2, with respect to the ending option, 21 

  opposition is that any option to the Parkway should be 22 

  at grade, the entire option.  The entire ending option 23 

  should be at grade for the Parkway.  That's extremely 24 

  important to us as well. 25 
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              With respect to the urban design, we would 1 

  want the highest level of urban design and needs to be 2 

  used to help mitigate some of the adverse effects, such 3 

  as the noise and intrusion. 4 

              The SM Wright Freeway should be at grade as 5 

  far as with respect to the construction of the Parkway, 6 

  we're looking at temporary and permanent jobs, not only 7 

  temporary jobs, but permanent jobs, and I think we 8 

  talked about this previously.  Other places have done it 9 

  to in essence leave the jobs there on the permanent 10 

  level.  We want easy access to enter and to exit the 11 

  Parkway as well. 12 

              Just to reinforce the Industrial option is 13 

  extreme no.  The best option is the Riverside, the 14 

  entire ending option should be at grade, and the highest 15 

  level of urban design should be used to mitigate the 16 

  adverse impacts.  Thank you so very much. 17 

              MR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.  At this time 18 

  we've come to the end of our registered speakers.  Is 19 

  there anyone else that would like to come forward to 20 

  make a statement? 21 

              For those speakers whose time expired, we 22 

  would have -- we would be happy to take your statement 23 

  and enter it into the record, or you may mail your 24 

  statements to us. 25 
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              And, Matt, would you -- this is the mailing 1 

  address.  I think you've seen this slide three or four 2 

  times during our presentation.  Again, is there anyone 3 

  else that would like to come forward to make a 4 

  statement? 5 

              We sincerely appreciate and thank you for 6 

  your attendance and transportation map.  All of your 7 

  questions, comments and concerns will receive careful 8 

  consideration. 9 

              I would also like to thank the staff here at 10 

  the Dallas Convention Center, specifically Mike Hunter 11 

  and Gloria Woodard, for their help in making this 12 

  hearing a comfortable experience.  This hearing is now 13 

  adjourned. 14 

                    (End of proceedings.) 15 

   16 

   17 

   18 

   19 

   20 

   21 

   22 

   23 

   24 

   25 
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  STATE OF TEXAS. ) 1 

  COUNTY OF DALLAS     ) 2 

   I, Leslie McDonald Wilkins, Registered Professional 3 

  Reporter No. 029319, certify that the foregoing 4 
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                  P R O C E E D I N G S  1 

               THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2005 2 

                (6:53 p.m.) 3 

                MR. WRIGHT:  3119 Pine Street, P-i-n-e,  4 

  Street, Dallas, Texas 75215.  My name is S.M. Wright,  5 

  Junior.  I'm the pastor of People's Baptist Church,  6 

  and I've just -- my comment is, I just want to make  7 

  sure on the 175 -- State Highway 175 and 310 and that  8 

  Trinity Parkway, I just want to make sure that the  9 

  Trinity Parkway is at grade, no elevation, and have  10 

  great access roads going into the Trinity Parkway and  11 

  to 175 and 310 and S.M. Wright Freeway.   12 

                I want to make sure that the plan is not  13 

  elevated.  It's not dividing the community.  Just make  14 

  sure that it's at grade, beautiful, and have beautiful  15 

  access roads on the south riverside alignment, and I'm  16 

  really pushing for south side, riverside alignment for  17 

  the program.   18 

                And pretty much that's my statement.   19 

  Because of the fact we wanted to make sure in that  20 

  south riverside alignment we can have more economic  21 

  development, more economic growth, and more economic  22 

  activity in that -- in that corridor area.  So I just  23 

  want to make sure it's accessible, so if there are  24 

  economic development there, there's easy access roads  25 
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  they can get to -- to and from with ease. 1 

                (7:02 p.m.) 2 

                MS. OZNICK:  Lauren, L-a-u-r-e-n, Oznick,  3 

  O-z-n-i-c-k.  I live at 923 Evergreen Hills Road,  4 

  Dallas, Texas 75208.  I prefer the No-Build option.   5 

  Of course, if there is a preferred Build option, it  6 

  would -- it would be the alternative for the split  7 

  parkway riverside.  Build options 2(A), 2(B), and  8 

  number 5 are completely not an option for me, in my  9 

  opinion.   10 

                My family has owned land on Industrial  11 

  Boulevard for over 60 years.  It would put my family's  12 

  business in jeopardy and render it possibly useless or  13 

  possibly my land would become city property.  None of  14 

  those possibilities are an option, in my opinion.   15 

                I have been coming to the meetings since  16 

  the first set of them at the Bronco Bowl over eight  17 

  years ago.  I really have not been listened to up  18 

  until this point.  I hope making my opinions known on  19 

  court record will have some impact.  Also making my  20 

  opinions known to the NTTA directly I hope will have  21 

  some impact and influence.   22 

                I hope the outcome supported by NTTA  23 

  reflects my comments and the time investigated over  24 

  the eight years. 25 
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                (7:27 p.m.) 1 

                MR. MORGAN:  I am Rich Morgan.  I live at  2 

  7105 Dye, D-y-e, Drive in Dallas, Texas.  And in the  3 

  spirit of disclosure, I am a member of the Regional  4 

  Transportation Council of the North Texas Council of  5 

  Governments.  I'm also a member of the Trinity Commons  6 

  Foundation, a member of AIA Dallas, and was an  7 

  appointed leader to the Urban Design Study Team  8 

  looking at the Trinity River project.   9 

                I mention that because I am not  10 

  representing any of those entities with these comments  11 

  necessarily.  I'm representing only my own personal  12 

  feelings on the subject:   13 

                The DEIS is a very thorough and objective  14 

  evaluation of the facts and the data; however, in  15 

  addition, I urge consideration of another  16 

  environmental factor, one that is very intuitive.   17 

  It's related to the citizens' ability to relate to the  18 

  riverene environment.   19 

                The criteria used by the Urban Design  20 

  Study in developing or in -- in suggesting and  21 

  recommending the alignment known as 3(B) used a  22 

  criteria of passengers and drivers in vehicles on the  23 

  Parkway being able to see and experience forest, the  24 

  wetlands, the lakes, the parks, et cetera.   25 
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                The point being, that by experiencing  1 

  these on a daily basis, citizens become a part of  2 

  and -- and caring for those facilities and that  3 

  environment.  As a result, in the long term, the  4 

  environmental effects will be enhanced by that citizen  5 

  care and concern for the river and the wildlife  6 

  habitat, et cetera.   7 

                So while that is difficult to quantify  8 

  objectively, intuitively I think we all know that that  9 

  exists.  Thank you.  10 

                (7:30 p.m.)  11 

                MR. KUTNER:  Mike Kutner, K-u-t-n-e-r,  12 

  3352 Miro, M-i-r-o, Place, Dallas, 75204.  I'm  13 

  president of the Friends of the Old Trinity Trail, and  14 

  I have some comments regarding the draft DEIS  15 

  statement or study.   16 

                One, regarding the Stemmons Corridor  17 

  area, we request easy access from outside the levees  18 

  for pedestrians and trail (Old Trinity Trail) users.   19 

                Number two, we would like to see  20 

  pedestrian access decks like Michael Morris talked  21 

  about (see Old Trinity Trail master plan, page 41)  22 

  when he presented the Trinity Parkway to the City  23 

  Council in 2004.   24 

                Number three, we would like to see  25 
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  levee-top trails remain after the Tollway is built.   1 

                Number four, the Old Trinity Trail master  2 

  plan is included with this public comment form in  3 

  digital and print form.   4 

                That's it.   5 

                (7:32 p.m.)  6 

                MR. RUTHERFORD:  My name is Warren  7 

  Rutherford, 8611 Breakers Point, Dallas, Texas 75243.   8 

  I've been associated with the Trinity River Parkway  9 

  project since its early beginning as a member of the  10 

  Community Advisory Work Group in representing  11 

  Methodist Health System.   12 

                I support the 3B alignment for the  13 

  Trinity Parkway with some conditions.  My concerns are  14 

  two.  Number one, that we be assured that the 6/4  15 

  alignment will accommodate the anticipated interim  16 

  added volume that can be expected to be generated  17 

  during the period that Pegasus is being constructed.   18 

                And, secondly, that whatever the traffic  19 

  volume -- whenever the traffic volume reaches a  20 

  definite predetermined level, that NTTA will initiate  21 

  expansion activity which will add the two additional  22 

  lanes included in the initial design of the roadway.   23 

                We should not have to wait until 2025 or  24 

  any other date.  The decision to expand the roadway  25 
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  should be made decisively whenever traffic volume  1 

  justifies its expansion.   2 

                And finally, my comment would relate to  3 

  the significance in the critical importance of a  4 

  direct connection between the Tollroad and I-35.  In  5 

  order to continue development within the Southern  6 

  Sector, this connection is critically necessary.  We  7 

  appreciate the efforts being made to provide a nonstop  8 

  connection.  We think it can still be improved, and  9 

  wen encourage continued work in this regard.   10 

                Thank you.   11 

                (7:50 p.m.)  12 

                MR. JOHNSON:  My name is Charles Johnson.   13 

  My address is 3055 South Marsalis.  And my comment is,  14 

  is that I think I've worked on this project since --  15 

  or at least 10 years in one facet or another as a  16 

  concerned individual -- a concerned neighborhood  17 

  individual.   18 

                And our goal, which is -- the  19 

  neighborhood I normally deal with is throughout the  20 

  community and along Corinth.  The DART Station is  21 

  probably -- on Corinth Street is the most used DART  22 

  Station in the DART System, and one of the things we  23 

  want, just like everyone else, is to have a split  24 

  parkway.   25 
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                One is, the split parkways provides  1 

  additional protection quickly, as opposed to having it  2 

  built on the Downtown side, and then having to go  3 

  back -- and go back to another bond and have the  4 

  protection provided on the Corinth side of -- side of  5 

  Oak Cliff.   6 

                We think, also, for businesses it is  7 

  better that we have the split parkway, also.  It  8 

  provides an opportunity for, again, flood protection  9 

  and access in and out of the parkway because along the  10 

  Corinth Street bridge -- excuse me, along the DART  11 

  Station, there's an exit called H Street Park or Moore  12 

  Park which has possibly the best access to the park  13 

  system, which will be the lakes and everything else,  14 

  and we feel like businesses will flock if we had split  15 

  parkway.   16 

                That's basically it.  And we do want the  17 

  project.   18 

   19 

   20 

   21 

   22 

   23 

   24 

   25 
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  STATE  OF  TEXAS ) 1 
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APPENDIX G-5.  Written Statements Received  
 

This section contains copies of written statements received from the general public at the time of the 

public hearing on March 29, 2005, or within the 10-day comment period following it.  It also contains the 

written statements from government resource agencies with whom the DEIS was coordinated.  The 

statements, and the index to them in the table below, are arranged in alphabetical order by the last name 

of the person signing the statement.  If a commenter was speaking on behalf of an organization, the 

organization represented is indicated.  The table also gives the page number in this appendix where each 

written statement may be found. 

 
Table G-6.  Index of Written Statements 

 
State-
ment # 

 

Name (Last, First) - City 
 

App. G-5 
Page # 

 

Organization Refer to Comment & 
Response # 

2 Allen, Charles – Dallas 4  6-9 

3 Allen, Charles – Dallas 5 

Trinity River Expeditions 1-1, 1-2, 1-5, 2-1, 2-4, 2-5, 
3-2, 3-13, 4-1, 6-1, 6-2,  
6-3, 8-1, 8-8, 8-9, 11-2,  
12-4, 12-6, 12-10, 12-13, 
12-19, 12-20, 13-1, 13-2, 
14-2, 15-5, 16-1, 17-3,  
17-4, 17-7, 18-1, 18-2,  
18-3, 19-1, 19-3, 19-4,  
19-5, 19-8, 19-10, 19-11, 
20-1, 20-4, 20-5, 20-6,  
21-8  

4 Arbetter, Gail  12  6-9 
5 Aten, Stan 13  1-1, 1-3, 2-1, 9-1, 12-9 

6 Baker, Holly – Dallas 15  1-1, 2-1, 2-14, 12-9, 13-3, 
15-1 

7 Blackburn, James – Houston 16 
League of Women Voters of 
Dallas and Texas Committee on 
Natural Resources 

9-10, 9-11, 9-12, 12-4,  
12-6, 12-7, 12-8, 12-12, 12-
14, 12-16 

8 Blanks, Leron – Dallas  39 Blanks Printing & Imaging, Inc. 2-3, 2-19 

9 Braganza, Bonnie – Dallas 41 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region 6 (Agency) 

2-3, 8-3, 9-5, 9-6, 9-7, 9-8, 
12-26,  18-10, 18-11,  
18-12, 18-13 

10 Brewer, Bryon – Arlington 47  2-3, 15-1 
11 Briner, Charles – Dallas 48  14-2, 14-3 
12 Briner, Charles – Dallas 49  14-1, 14-2, 14-4, 14-5 

13 Butler, Larry – Temple 50 Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (Agency) 

20-3 

14 Campbell, Christopher – Dallas 51  1-7, 2-2, 2-3, 2-10, 2-20,  
6-5 

15 Carr, Kevin & Barbara – Cedar 
Hill 52  8-10 

 
16 Clark, John – Irving 53  2-21, 3-1, 3-3, 15-2 
17 Czigan, Nora – Dallas 56  1-3, 2-1 
19 Dalbey, Tim – Dallas 57  6-9 

21 Davis, Carolyn – Dallas 58 Connectional Alliance Neighbors 
Together 

2-3, 3-5, 6-4, 10-1, 11-1 

22 Erickson, Evelyn – Austin 60  2-1, 2-15 
23 Flood, James – Dallas 62  6-9 
25 Flood, Jim – Dallas 63  2-1, 6-9, 15-1 
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State-
ment # 

 

Name (Last, First) - City 
 

App. G-5 
Page # 

 

Organization Refer to Comment & 
Response # 

26 Francis, Denise – Austin 64 Office of the Governor, State of 
Texas (Agency) 

 

27 Fritz, Edward – Dallas 65 Texas Committee on Natural 
Resources 

2-3, 15-1 

28 Garrett, Candice – Austin 67 Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (Agency) 

9-9 

29 Goddard, Jim – Dallas 68  1-6, 2-1, 2-3, 2-9 
30 Goddard, Shannon – Dallas 69  2-3, 2-20, 3-6, 6-5 
32 Goldberg, Bob – Dallas 70 Gold Metal Recyclers, Ltd. 2-3, 2-17 
34 Gray, David – Dallas 71  6-9, 6-10 
35 Greenwood, Mike – Dallas 72 Atmos Energy 20-2 
36 Halstead, Donna – Dallas 73 Dallas Citizens Council 1-7, 2-2, 2-3, 2-18 

37 Hardin, Karen – Austin 75 Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (Agency) 

2-3, 2-12, 19-12, 19-13, 19-
14, 19-15, 19-16 

38 Hatchell, Jack – Arlington 83 Regional Transportation Council, 
NCTCOG (Agency) 

1-7, 2-2 

See # 8 Heyerdahl, Douglas – Dallas 39 Blanks Printing & Imaging, Inc. Co-signer of Statement 8 

40 Johnson, Lucille – Arlington 84 
North Central Texas Council of 
Governments (NCTCOG) 
(Agency) 

 

41 Jordan, Jill – Dallas 85 City of Dallas (Agency) 6-9 

42 Koesling, Michael – Dallas 86 Woodbine Development Corp. 2-2, 2-3, 3-1, 3-6, 3-10,  
3-19, 6-7 

43 Kriehn, Thomas – Dallas 89  1-4, 1-8, 2-1 
45 Kutner, Mike – Dallas 92 Friends of the Old Trinity Trail 3-7 
46 Lakhani, Mehmood – Dallas 93 Kwick Stop Center 2-2, 2-3, 2-20 
47 Letteer, Jeri – Dallas 94  2-3, 2-17 
48 Lunceford, Michael – Dallas 95 Mary Kay, Inc. 1-7, 2-2, 2-3, 2-18, 10-4 
49 Mason, Richard – Dallas 97  2-2, 2-3, 3-3 
50 McGowan, David – Dallas 98  2-3, 2-17 
52 Mills, Larry – Dallas 99  8-1 

53 Mocek, Michael – Fort Worth 100 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Fort Worth District (Agency) 

8-2 

55 Morris, Michael – Arlington 101 Regional Transportation Council 
(NCTCOG) (Agency) 

1-7, 2-2, 2-3, 6-6 

56 Muncy, Jay – Dallas 102  2-1, 2-3, 2-8 
60 Oznick, Lauren – Dallas 103  2-1, 2-3, 2-8, 6-8 
61 Pace, Carolina – Dallas 104  3-1, 12-6 
62 Pace, John – Dallas 105  3-1 
64 Paris, James – Dallas  106  3-8 
65 Patton, R.S. – Dallas 107  2-3 
67 Powell, Elmer – Dallas 108  2-3, 2-17 
68 Powell, Elmer – Dallas 109  2-1 
69 Powell, Elmer – Dallas 110  12-9 
70 Rachofsky, Morton – Dallas 111  2-3, 2-19 

73 Read, Campbell – Dallas 112 Texas Committee on Natural 
Resources 

1-6, 2-1, 2-14, 4-5, 5-12,  
6-9, 9-4, 12-4, 15-1 

74 Reeves, Robert – Dallas 114 Gold Metal Recyclers, Ltd. 2-3, 2-11 
75 Reiser, Jim – Irving 117  1-7, 2-2 
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76 Rice, Gene – Fort Worth 118 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Fort Worth District (Agency) 

2-13, 3-11, 3-12, 3-14,  
3-15, 3-18, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3,  
5-1, 5-2, 5-3, 5-4, 5-5, 5-6, 
5-7, 5-8, 5-9, 5-10, 7-1,  
7-2, 7-3, 7-4, 7-6, 7-7, 7-8, 
7-9, 7-10, 8-5, 8-6, 8-7,  
8-11, 8-12, 8-13, 8-14,  
12-1, 12-2, 12-3, 12-5,  
12-11, 12-17, 12-21,  
12-22, 12-23, 12-24,  
12-25, 13-4, 14-6, 14-7, 15-
3, 17-5, 18-4, 18-5, 
18-6, 18-7, 18-8, 18-9, 
18-14, 18-15, 18-16, 
18-17, 18-18, 18-19,  
18-20, 18-21, 19-2, 19-6, 
19-7, 19-9, 21-1, 21-2,  
21-3, 21-4, 21-5, 21-6,  
21-7 

79 Shafer, George – Irving 139 Industrial Properties Corp. 1-7, 2-2, 2-3, 2-18, 10-4 
80 Spear, Robert – Somers, NY 141 Pepsico 10-3 

81 Taylor, Willie – Washington, DC 142 
U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Office 
of the Secretary (Agency) 

1-8, 2-3, 2-12, 2-16, 4-4,  
6-6, 7-5, 12-9, 15-6, 17-1, 
17-2, 17-8 

82 Vinson, Jonathan – Dallas 147 Cargill, Inc. 10-3 
84 Webb, H.E. – Dallas 150  2-2 

86 Wells, Joe – Grand Prairie 151 

Dallas Sierra Club 1-9, 2-1, 2-14, 4-5, 5-12,  
6-9, 8-16, 9-4, 9-11, 11-1, 
11-2, 11-3, 12-4, 15-1,  
15-4, 17-6, 17-8 

87 Wells, Joe – Grand Prairie 158 Dallas Sierra Club 6-3, 6-9 

88 Wolf, J. Mark – Dallas 159 Save Open Space 1-5, 2-1, 2-3, 2-21, 3-16,  
9-2, 12-9, 12-18, 15-4 

89 Wood, Marcus – Dallas 161 Mixmaster Business Association 2-2, 2-3, 3-1, 3-17 
91 Zindanl, Karim – Dallas 162  2-2, 2-3, 2-20 
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