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Corridor Updates  

Milestones 
• In February 2010, the Federal Highway Administration announced 

the SH 161 project had received a $20 million Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic Recovery grant allocated through 
the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act.

• On Feb. 24, 2010, the Texas Transportation Commission authorized 
TxDOT to enter into a Toll Equity Loan Agreement with the NTTA 
regarding the SH 161 project.

• The NTTA Board formally approved the SH 161 project on 
Feb. 26, 2010, authorizing a TELA with TxDOT and a commitment 

• Project length: Approximately 11.5 miles
• NTTA estimated Phase 2, 3 and 4 costs: $534.6 million (excluding 

the cost of future expansions)
• Substantial completion dates:

 – Phase 1 [main lane interchange at SH 183 and frontage roads 
from north Carrier Parkway to Interstate Highway 20]: TxDOT 
opened  August 2009

 – Phase 2 [two main lanes in each direction from SH 183 to 
Egyptian Way]: TxDOT opened August 2009

 – Phase 3 [frontage roads and a third main lane in each direction 
from Confl ans Road to north Carrier Parkway]: TxDOT opened 
April 2010

 – Phase 4 [two main lanes in each direction from north Carrier 
Parkway to I-20, I-20 interchange and six of eight direct 
connectors at I-30]: NTTA opened October 2012. Remaining two 
direct connectors opened in November and December 2012.

 – Union Pacifi c Railroad work [frontage road at-grade railroad 
crossings between Main and Jefferson streets] will be completed 
in the near future.

• The UPRR team completed fi nal tasks for the SH 161 frontage 
roads at the railroad crossing in Grand Prairie and are now open 
to traffi c.
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The President George Bush Turnpike Western Extension corridor project, 
formerly known as State Highway 161,  provides a new, approximately 
11.5-mile link in the growing loop around Dallas. The corridor consists 
of tolled main lanes as PGBT Western Extension and frontage roads as 
SH 161. The Texas Department of Transportation initiated the project in 
May 1969, conducted the preliminary corridor studies, processed the 
Environmental Impact Statement and obtained right of way for the project. 
As outlined in Senate Bill 792, passed by the 80th Texas Legislature, 
the corridor underwent a market valuation process, which was a joint 
effort of NTTA and TxDOT.

• TxDOT
• North Central Texas 

Council of Governments

Corridor Details

Corridor Manager
NTTA: Paul Alsina, P.E. 
5900 W. Plano Parkway,
Suite 800
Plano, TX 75093
Email: PGBTWE@ntta.org
For information: (972) 628-3116

of an up-front payment of $458 million (plus interest).In addition, 
the NTTA fi nalized the railroad agreement with UPRR.

• During its April 2010 meeting, the NTTA Board approved 
designating the SH 161 tolled main lanes project as the Western 
Extension of the PGBT. The frontage roads will remain SH 161.

• On June 25, 2010, the NTTA paid $200 million as an initial 
installment of the up-front payment. The NTTA then paid the 
remainder of the up-front payment upon fi nancial close.

• Phase 4 design was completed in January 2011.
• On April 28, 2011, the NTTA closed on the fi nancing of the 

Western Extension project. Western Extension will be funded 
by a combination of a federal TIFIA program loan and SH 161 
revenue bonds.

• Phase 4 opened to traffi c on Oct. 13, 2012 including: two main 
lanes in each direction from north of I-30, extending south to I-20; 
the four-level interchange connecting I-20 to the Western Exten-
sion main lanes and six of the eight direct-connector ramps and 
bridges at the I-30 interchange. 

• One of the remaining direct connectors opened on Nov. 20, 2012, 
and the fi nal direct connector opened on Dec. 20, 2012.

• Dallas County
• Grand Prairie

TxDOT:
Tony Payberah, P.E.
Project Liaison
4777 E. Highway 80
Mesquite, TX 75150
Phone: (214) 319-6537

• Irving
• UPRR

Click here to subscribe to project updates

• Landscaping work to begin in 2014.
Next Steps

https://www.ntta.org/newsresources/reports/projectprogressreports/Pages/corridor-progress-reports.aspx
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